EXTRACT FROM ACADEMIC POLICY COMMITTEE MINUTES:  17.5.00

00.103
Chairing of Boards of Examiners

The previous meeting of the Committee had asked the Sub-Committee to reconsider its proposals for the chairing of Boards of Examiners, taking account of the relevant precepts of the QAA Code of Practice.  The Committee considered a revised recommendation that Deans or Heads of School be empowered to chair Boards of Examiners (at any level), provided that the individual was not a Head of School for the course concerned, nor directly involved in the assessment for the course.  (This would meet QAA expectation of independence.)  Faculties would determine arrangements.  Previously it had been proposed to restrict Heads of School to Level B.


The Sub-Committee also proposed to make the Head of School an ex-officio member of Boards of Examiners for courses located in his/her school.

AGREED:
that it be recommended to Senate that Regulation 2 of the Regulations governing Examinations in Course of Study be amended as follows:

The membership of the Board of Examiners for a course of study shall include internal examiners and one or more external examiners.  The Head of School in which the course is located shall be an ex-officio member of the Board.  The Chairman of the Board of Examiners shall be the Dean of the Faculty in which the course is located or a Head of School in the Faculty, other than the School in which the course is located.  In the absence of the designated Chairman, the board shall be chaired by a person appointed by the Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Learning and Teaching) acting on the authority of the Senate.

EXTRACT FROM TEACHING AND LEARNING COMMITTEE MINUTES:  25.10.00

00.9
Boards of Examiners (Item 1)


The Sub-Committee considered the acceptability of Heads of Graduate Schools chairing Boards of Examiners under the new arrangements considered by Academic Policy Committee at its meeting on 17 May 2000.


AGREED:
that it be recommended to Senate that Heads of Graduate Schools be permitted to chair Boards of Examiners, provided that they have some responsibility within their remit for taught courses.

