
EXTRACT FROM TEACHING AND LEARNING COMMITTEE MINUTES: 2.3.05

05.40 BASIS FOR CLASSIFICATION OF FINAL AWARD: BSc Hons BIOLOGY/BSc Hons BIOTECHNOLOGY

The Committee received a request from the Faculty of Life and Health Sciences for a departure from normal practice in relation to the basis for the classification of the final award for the BSc Hons Biology and BSc Hons Biotechnology (TLC/05/17).

The team proposed that of the six, twenty point Level 3 modules contributing to the final award, five of these would each have a 16% weighting and the research project would have a 20% weighting to acknowledge the effort students actually put into the research project.

The Committee noted that, although the University’s award regulations did not explicitly require the weighting of modules which determined the basis of classification to reflect the credit value of the modules, this was common practice across the University.

AGREED:

i) that, given the relationship of notional student effort hours with credit points and possible implications for condonement and the calculation of the overall result, the Faculty’s case for departure from normal practice be not approved;

ii) that it be recommended to Senate that, with the exception of those honours degree courses permitted a Level 2 contribution, it be made an explicit University requirement that the weighting of modules determining the basis of classification reflect the credit value of the modules;

iii) that the Academic Office review University regulations to reflect the decision in ii) above;

iv) that Faculties be asked to confirm that the weighting of modules used in calculating the final average in undergraduate degrees and other awards is determined by their credit value.

