
EXTRACT FROM TEACHING AND LEARNING COMMITTEE MINUTES: 15.10.08

08.188
QAA SECOND EDITION OF THE FRAMEWORK FOR HIGHER EDUCATION QUALIFICATIONS (FHEQ) IN ENGLAND, WALES AND NORTHERN IRELAND 

The Committee received paper TLC/08/71 which highlighted matters of note and for consideration in relation to the second edition of the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications (FHEQ) in England, Wales and Northern Ireland, which had been published by QAA in August 2008.


The Committee noted that the new Framework included reference to the three cycles of the Framework for Qualifications in the European Higher Education Area (FQ-EHEA) and their correspondence to FHEQ levels.  QAA had started the self-certification process for the revised FHEQ against the European Framework as part of the Bologna process and this was due for completion by November 2008.  


Although the Framework had not changed substantially, the Foundation degree was now cited as an exemplar qualification, replacing the non-Honours degree which had been relocated to a higher level.  The text for qualification descriptors remained unchanged, but the descriptive titles for the three undergraduate and two postgraduate qualification levels had been replaced by numbers as set out below:


FHEQ Qualification Levels


Current University Credit Levels

To 2008

From 2008
Certificate

4


1

Intermediate

5


2

Honours

6


3

Master’s

7


M

Doctoral

8


D


Although the FHEQ was not a credit framework, the qualification level numbers reflected the numbers used for the complementary credit levels of the NICATS (now referred to as EWNI) credit level descriptors.  These were widely used in the HE sector, and had been adopted by the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (and CCEA in Northern Ireland) for its qualifications within the National Qualifications Framework/Qualifications and Credit Framework.  The full credit framework included the lower levels of Entry, 1, 2 and 3.


The Committee was asked to consider whether the University should use the EWNI credit titles of 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 instead of 1, 2, 3, M and D respectively to label the University’s credit levels.  If so, the University would also need to use level 3 for most current Level A modules and Level 2 for a small number of Level A modules in Access to HE course modules, and level 1 for one Basic Mathematics Access module.  The University was not obliged to use these titles to refer to its credit levels and only needed to be explicit about how the University’s system aligned with the FHEQ.  The Committee noted that many other HEIs still used levels 1, 2, 3, and M and that the correspondence to national levels would continue to be mapped in the University’s updated Qualifications and Credit Framework.  

Members supported the use of the EWNI titles as this would provide ease of reference and clarity of alignment to the national FHEQ and guidance on credit in England, which made no reference to other usage; it would also allow better articulation with the FE sector, where the terminology was widely used.  It was noted that the Student Records System could accommodate the change retrospectively for current students so that it applied from 2008/9.  This process would be undertaken after Easter 2009.


AGREED:



i)
that the University credit level titles of A, 1, 2, 3, M and D be replaced by 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 and 1 and 2 be used for specific Access modules (see Annex);


ii)
that the change be introduced from later in the current academic year.

UNIVERSITY OF ULSTER
ANNEX


	AWARD
	QUALIFICATION LEVEL (FHEQ)
	MINIMUM OVERALL CREDITS
	TYPICAL RANGE OF LEVELS*
	MINIMUM NO OF CREDITS AT HIGHEST LEVEL
	MAXIMUM NO OF CREDITS AT LOWEST LEVEL
	PASS MARK %
	OTHER REQUIREMENTS/ COMMENTS

	Access Diploma
	-
	120
	1, 2, 3
	   60
	  10
	40
	

	Certificate of Personal and Professional Development
	-
	 60
	3, 4
	     -
	60
	40
	Award framework for short course modules.

	Certificate 
	4
	  60
	3, 4
	     -
	  60
	40
	At least 40 at 4 for FHEQ Certificate.

	Diploma
	4
	120
	3, 4
	     -
	120
	40
	At least 90 at 4 for FHEQ Certificate.

	Certificate of Higher Education
	4
	120
	3, 4
	  90
	  30
	40
	

	Certificate in Industrial Studies
	4
	  60
	4
	  60
	  60
	50
	40% for progress to next stage

50% for award.

	Certificate in Area Studies
	4
	120
	3, 4
	  90
	  30
	50
	40% for progress to next stage

50% for award.

	Edexcel Higher National Certificate 
	4
	150
	3, 4, 5
	  60
	  30
	40
	Not available from 2008.

	Edexcel Higher National Diploma 
	5
	240
	3, 4, 5
	120
	  30
	40
	Not available from 2008. 



	Diploma in Industrial Studies/ Professional Practice
	5
	  60
	5
	  60
	  60
	50
	40% for progress to next stage

50% for award.

	Diploma in Area Studies
	5
	120
	3, 4, 5
	  90
	  30
	50
	40% for progress to next stage

50% for award.

	Foundation Degree 
	5
	240
	3, 4, 5
	100
	  40
	40
	Must include 40 credits of work-based learning at Level 5.

	Associate Bachelor’s Degree
	5
	240
	3, 4, 5
	100
	  40
	40
	

	Diploma of Higher Education


	5
	240
	3, 4, 5
	100
	  40
	40
	Alternative award to Fd/AB.  Not available from 2008. 

	Advanced Diploma
	5
	120
	3, 4, 5
	  90
	  30
	40
	

	Advanced Certificate
	5
	  60
	3, 4, 5
	  40
	  20
	40
	

	Non-Honours Degree
	6
	360
	3, 4, 5, 6
	  60
	  30
	40
	

	Honours Degree
	6
	360
	3, 4, 5, 6
	120
	  30
	40
	

	Graduate Diploma
	6
	120
	3, 4, 5, 6
	  90
	  30
	40
	Graduate entry.

	Graduate Certificate
	6
	  60
	3, 4, 5, 6
	  40
	  20
	40
	Graduate entry.

	Integrated Master’s Degree
	7
	480
	3, 4, 5, 6, 7
	120
	  30
	40
	50% pass mark at Level 7 (from 2003 intake).

	Postgraduate Certificate
	7
	  60
	6, 7
	  40
	  20
	50
	

	Postgraduate Diploma
	7
	120
	6, 7
	  90
	  30
	50
	

	Master’s Degree
	7
	180
	6, 7
	150
	  30
	50
	

	Professional Doctorate
	8
	540
	8
	360
	  30
	50
	


QUALIFICATIONS AND CREDIT FRAMEWORK [2008]

FHEQ = Framework for Higher Education Qualifications designed by Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education, second edition 2008.
The highest level in a range is typical: modules from higher levels may contribute to lower level awards, eg 60 at 4 and 60 at 5 = Certificate of Higher Education.  The minimum and maximum number of credits relate to a course with the minimum overall credits.  Some degrees may include an additional foundation level comprising level 3 modules.  The HE credit levels used by the University are those specified in the England, Wales and Northern Ireland (EWNI) credit guidelines.  They are identified by a sequence of numbers from 4 to 8.  Levels below Higher Education are also used as indicated.  The 2008 levels correspond to those used in the University’s two earlier frameworks as follows: 1, 2, 3 = A; 4 = 1/B; 5 = 2/C; 6 = 3/D/M1; 7 = M/M2; 8 = D.









PAGE  
1

