EXTRACT FROM TEACHING AND LEARNING COMMITTEE MINUTES:  21.11.01

01.274
Attendance at Boards of Examiners
The Committee noted that University Regulations stated that in linked postgraduate diploma/master’s courses Faculties might determine, in accordance with approved procedures, whether the external examiner should attend one or both award stages.  The procedures detailed the expectations for moderation by the external examiner. 

AGREED:
i)
that the arrangements were appropriate;

ii) that, if an external examiner did not attend one stage, there was still a requirement to sign off the broadsheet in order to signify endorsement of final award decisions.


EXTRACT FROM ACADEMIC POLICY COMMITTEE MINUTES:  10.3.97

97.43
Attendance of External Examiners for Linked Postgraduate Diploma/Master’s Courses (Item 6)


The Sub-Committee [on Taught Courses] had consulted with Faculties about arrangements for attendance of external examiners at linked courses.  Current examination regulations require the attendance of external examiners at meetings of all award Boards but approval for non-attendance had increasingly been sought, particularly where only the Master’s dissertation component was being examined and the external examiner had already attended an associated Postgraduate Diploma Board.


The Sub-Committee proposed that Faculties should be allowed to determine whether external examiners should attend one or both boards, in accordance with agreed principles.


AGREED that:

(i)
each Faculty should be authorised to determine whether the external examiner should attend for either the Postgraduate Diploma or Master’s  stage of the course, or for both;

(ii)
if the Faculty decided on attendance for only the Postgraduate Diploma stage, the following conditions should be fulfilled:

(a)
there was no requirement for oral or viva examination associated with the Master’s award or with individual candidates; [viva discontinued by ADEC April 2015]
(b)
the Master’s dissertation/project component only remained to be considered;

(c)
the external examiner moderated the work for the dissertation/project;

(iii)
if the Faculty decided on attendance for only the Master’s stage:

(a)
the course committee without the external examiner would review candidates’ results in the taught modules, with the external examiner’s role being to moderate the work and endorse the results, decisions regarding progress and resit, and recommendations, where appropriate, for the award of the Postgraduate Diploma;

(b)
the Master’s results and recommendations for award would be considered by the full Board of Examiners on the basis of both the taught modules and the dissertation/project;

(iv)
the following amendments to Regulations governing Examinations in Courses of Study be endorsed and forwarded to Senate:


Replace clause 8 with new clauses 8 and 9 as follows, with consequential re-numbering of subsequent clauses.

8
External examiners shall be entitled to attend meetings of boards of examiners of which they are members.  Subject to clauses 9 and 10 they shall be present at all meetings where the performance of candidates is being considered.

9
In linked postgraduate diploma and master’s courses, the Faculty may determine in accordance with approved procedures whether the external examiner should attend one or both award stages.

