
EXTRACT FROM TEACHING AND LEARNING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

17 June 2009

09.62
Wednesday Afternoon Teaching 

At its February meeting the Committee had discussed the convention of scheduling classes in the 12.15 – 1.15 pm slot on Wednesday afternoons, following a complaint forwarded by the Sports’ Union President and the Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Information and Student Services) (min 09.8 refers).  It had agreed that there would be merit in Information and Student Services Committee consulting more widely on this matter. The Chair reported that Professor Allen had consulted Physical Resources which reported that ending Wednesday afternoon teaching at 12.15 pm would be likely to result in the loss of many two-hour bookings (11.00 am – 1.00 pm) and to compensate Friday afternoons would need to be used. The President of the Sports’ Union had not been able to quantify the scale of the problem.

The Committee noted that Professor Allen proposed that the present arrangement continue for the time being.  The Committee supported this view.

4 February 2009

09.8
Wednesday Afternoon Teaching

The Chair reported that the Sports’ Union President had written to Professor Allen following a complaint about timetabled classes in the 12.15 – 1.15 pm slot on Wednesday afternoons.  It was noted that Senate had previously agreed that there would normally be no afternoon teaching on Wednesdays in order to facilitate participation in sports (or other leisure activities) and that practice had been to timetable classes up to 1.15 pm.   Exceptions were permissible later in the afternoon.

Professor Allen had advised that the rule appeared to be problematic and asked for the Committee’s view.  Some concern was expressed that a change in practice would have significant timetabling implications with the current 12.15 – 1.15 pm slot having to be re-scheduled in the rest of the week, and that such a change was not likely to be popular among the majority of students and staff.  One option might be to permit seminars to be timetabled, but not core lectures.  The Committee recognised that this matter warranted further consideration, in view of the University’s priority for sport in its Corporate Plan.

AGREED:

i)
that there would be merit in consulting more widely on this matter, given the implications for the student body as a whole, and that this should be led by Information and Student Services Committee, with recommendations to Senate, as appropriate;

ii)
that it be suggested to Professor Allen that the Sports Union President be invited to attend the meeting which would discuss the matter.


EXTRACT FROM ACADEMIC POLICY COMMITTEE MINUTES:  19.1.96

96.18
Use of Wednesday Afternoons (Item 3)


It was noted that the Sub-Committee had been considering the full use of the teaching week in the light of pressures on space and had received information on usage of Wednesday afternoon for sport and leisure activities.  It was agreed that no change should be made to the current Senate rule ‘that classes might take place on Wednesdays afternoon in exceptional circumstances provided that students were not prevented from pursuing a leisure activity’, but that this should be kept under review in the light of developments in higher education.
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