
EXTRACT FROM ACADEMIC POLICY COMMITTEE MINUTES:  15.12.97

97.146
Students with Criminal Convictions

The committee was informed that, following a difficulty which had arisen in relation to placement for a student convicted of a criminal offence during his period of registration, it was considered prudent to introduce a clause in the General Regulations for Students.  The undergraduate and postgraduate prospectuses included a comprehensive statement on applicants with criminal records but there was no corresponding statement in the General Regulations to cover the case where a student was convicted of criminal offence after enrolment.  The clause would be included in the Guide to New Students to promote awareness.


The additional clause would safeguard the interests of students and the University.  Students convicted of a criminal offence would be required to notify the University and would receive guidance on the implications of their conviction for their studies and career.  Students who have been charged would be permitted to continue their studies as far as practicable, subject to consultation with the relevant authorities.  The consequences of failure to disclose a conviction would be determined on the merits of each case.


AGREED:
that it be recommended to the Senate the following addition to the General Regulations for students be approved: 



‘Criminal Offences



A student who is convicted of a criminal offence during his or her period of enrolment at the University must notify the Academic Registrar* without delay.  Failure to disclose information about criminal convictions may result in the student being required to withdraw from the University.



When disclosing a conviction a student is required to give the University written permission to request a police check or to seek information from any other appropriate body or person.



In the case of any student convicted of a criminal offence or given a custodial sentence, whether suspended or not, the University may seek further information including a character reference from any individual or body which the University considers appropriate.  The student’s registration may be reviewed in the light of the reference.’


* now Registry Office

