
EXTRACT FROM TEACHING AND LEARNING COMMITTEE MINUTES: 18.6.08

08.134
REVIEW OF REGULATORY FRAMEWORK 

The Committee at its April meeting had considered a paper reviewing the University’s standards and quality assurance arrangements to ensure that they remained fit for purpose in the context of the new Teaching and Learning Strategy (mins 08.78 – 79 refer).  Proposals in relation to the regulatory framework were noted and a consultation paper was issued to Faculties and the Students’ Union.  (Consideration of proposals in relation to modular combined degrees was deferred to 2008/9 pending receipt of the themed audit report.)


AGREED:

i)
that it be recommended to Senate:


Semesters and Study Load 


d)
that the normal full-time and maximum part-time study loads be defined for the 30 week academic year (rather than for each semester), the calendar year and for the intensive summer semester, as follows:

	Study load in credit points
	Normal full time (notional hours per week)
	Part time maximum (notional hours per week)

	Academic year (30 weeks) (2 semesters)
	120  (40)
	  90  (30)

	Calendar year (45 weeks +) (3 semesters)
	180  (40)
	135  (30)

	Intensive summer semester (8 weeks)
	  40  (50)
	  20  (25)




e)
that in principle there should not be an imbalanced study load between semesters in the design of full-time course structures;



f)
that imbalanced study loads between semesters be permitted for full-time students in response to individual choice (with a minimum of 40 points being taken in semester 1 or 2) (no change to flexibility for part-time students);


g)
that exceptionally, at the discretion of the relevant course/subject committee taking into account pre-requisite requirements, timetable constraints and the ability of students, individual full-time students be allowed to exceed the normal load in a year, for example to accommodate transfer from another course;

