EXTRACT FROM TEACHING AND LEARNING COMMITTEE MINUTES:  22.6.01

01.132
ASSESSMENT HANDBOOK


Ms A Murray presented a report from the meeting of the Working Group held on 19 June 2001 to consider responses received from Faculties in relation to the draft Assessment Handbook which had been circulated for comment (TLC/01/54) (min 01.103 refers).

The Group had highlighted the following issues for consideration by Faculties and the Teaching and Learning Committee:

b)
Oral Examinations  

The University formally distinguished between ‘written examinations’ and other forms of assessment classed as ‘coursework’.  The view had been expressed that language oral examinations and associated marks had been recorded in the Written Examinations category on broadsheets to distinguish them from Coursework (in which category seminar presentations were recorded). 

The responses received from Faculties varied on the category in which oral examinations should be recorded.  The Committee noted that the Working Group considered that it would be legitimate for oral examinations to be designated either as formal examinations or as coursework as appropriate to the subject/course and its assessment strategy.  The Group recommended that the relevant definitions in the Preamble to the Principles for assessment be revised to reflect this change.

AGREED:


iii)
that it be recommended to Senate that oral examinations be designated either as formal examinations or as coursework as appropriate to the subject/course and its assessment strategy (b), and that the definitions in the Preamble to the Principles for assessment be revised as follows (changes in italics):

Written Examination:
A form of assessment which relies upon candidates producing written or oral answers to seen or unseen questions under formal examination conditions (normally at the end of a semester).

Coursework:
A form of assessment which relies upon performance in one or more of practical work, submission of essays, exercises, seminar papers, reports, presentations, class tests, project or production of artifacts, designs etc.
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