
EXTRACT FROM LEARNING AND TEACHING COMMITTEE MINUTES: 14.2.17
17.13 
TEACHING PERIOD 
Ms Bruce raised the question of the time available to support students on courses without formal written examinations, which were common in the Belfast School of Art.  She suggested that there was a perceived requirement that teaching should be restricted to the standard 12 week teaching blocks in the Autumn and Spring semesters.  It was felt that this could have a detrimental impact on student learning and students might consider that this approach did not provide value for money.

Mr Faulkner confirmed that there was no University requirement that teaching should be confined to weeks 1 - 12 in each semester and that courses with no examinations were able to make use of weeks 13 – 15/16, which were within the dates of attendance, as appropriate. Professor Bartholomew advised that staff should think creatively to use the time available for teaching and particularly at the end of the semester in courses which did not have sessional examinations.  It would be important to take account of other activities during the designated examination period and the implications for students whose module choice did involve examinations. 

EXTRACT FROM TEACHING AND LEARNING COMMITTEE MINUTES: 6.12.06

06.299
DATES OF SEMESTERS

Senate at its October meeting had received the Teaching and Learning Committee’s proposal for dates of semesters for 2011/12 and expressed concern at the early start of the year and that some adjustment was required to prevent the semester finishing two weeks before Christmas.  This occurred whenever Christmas Day fell on a Friday or Saturday (seven times in the next 25 years).

Mr Faulkner presented paper TLC/06/115 outlining proposals for 2011/12 and the constraints in other years.  It was noted that Senate had introduced the earlier start to the year from 2001 to allow students to take advantage of casual employment opportunities before Christmas and to provide extra time for assessment and moderation before the June Boards of Examiners.  Unless the assessment period or student vacation periods were reduced, or other more radical changes made to the organisation of the year, there was little scope for change and even a small adjustment in certain years would have implications for the timing and organisation of winter and summer graduation ceremonies.

The Committee was asked to consider whether it wished to propose to Senate that a) no adjustment should be made to the pattern of the year and related activities other than the correction to the dates for 2011/12 or b) a small adjustment be made to the range of dates for semester 1 so that the first day of vacation would fall in the range Monday 15 - 21 December rather than 13 - 19 December.

AGREED that it be recommended to Senate that:

i)
there be no adjustment other than the correction to dates for 2011/12 (Appendix 4);

ii)
the following rules govern the end of semester 1 teaching and consequent start of the year:

	
	December



	If Christmas Day falls on Saturday, the last day of teaching is Friday 
	10

	If Christmas Day falls on Friday, the last day of teaching is Friday
	11

	If Christmas Day falls on Thursday, the last day of teaching is Friday
	12

	If Christmas Day falls on Wednesday, the last day of teaching is Friday
	13

	If Christmas Day falls on Tuesday, the last day of teaching is Friday
	14

	If Christmas Day falls on Monday, the last day of teaching is Friday
	15

	If Christmas Day falls on Sunday, the last day of teaching is Friday
	16


