
EXTRACT FROM ACADEMIC STANDARDS AND QUALITY ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE


22 October 2019

19.71
CLASSIFICATION OF MASTER’S DEGREES 
The Committee noted that the establishment of an increased number of Master’s degrees of more than 180 credits had led to review of the standard model for their classification.  Mr Faulkner presented Paper No ASQEC/19/30 (min 19.43 refers).

It was noted that the most common credit value of an Ulster Master’s degree was 180 credit points at Level 7, with all modules contributing to the classification.  When the first Master’s courses of 240 credit points were established in 2007/8, the regulations were amended to allow their classification on the basis of the final 120 credit points at Level 7 in line with the prevalent ‘exit velocity’ principle at that time.  Recently, including at the June meeting, a significant number of new larger Master’s courses had been allowed to vary the regulation so that all modules would contribute to the grading of the award. 

Discussion with Associate Deans (Education) had favoured the use of all Level 7 modules as the new norm for larger Master’s degrees, and that current courses which wished to continue to count the final 120 only should be able to seek approval from the Committee for this variation.
Members also considered whether the standard classification approach should be based upon results in the best modules amounting to 180 credits, but concluded that classification on the basis of all modules would ensure a more holistic approach.

AGREED:
that it be recommended to Senate that the Regulations for Master’s degrees be revised so that normally all Level 7 modules contribute to classification as follows:  


Final award

21.
The results of candidates who have successfully completed a programme of study leading to a Master’s Degree shall be graded by order of merit as Pass with Distinction, Pass with Commendation and Pass.

The assessment results for the final level of the programme shall ADD normally determine the overall grading.  The weighting of each module’s contribution to the final result shall be determined by the module’s credit value.

DELETE

With the exception of the MSc Dietetics, in programmes of more than 200 credit points, the assessment results from the final 120 credit points shall determine the overall grading.  In the MSc Dietetics, the overall grading shall be determined by all Level 7 modules.

EXTRACT FROM TEACHING AND LEARNING COMMITTEE MINUTES

3 December 2008
Teaching and Learning Committee (3.12.08) endorsed an exception for the MSc Dietetics and revision to the regulations as follows:



ADD With the exception of the MSc Dietetics, in programmes of more than 200 credit points’ value, the assessment results from the final 120 credit points shall determine the final degree result.  ADD In the MSc Dietetics, the final result shall be determined by all Level M [7] modules and one Level 3 [6] module; [Note from 2009 – all Level 7 modules only].

20 June 2007
07.149
Master of Fine Art and MArch

The Committee received papers TLC/07/61 and TLC/07/62 from the Faculty of Arts requesting that the final classification of the award of these two-year, full-time, 240-point programmes be based on 120-credit points, the final year only.

The Committee noted that University regulations state that all modules contribute to the final classification of Master’s degrees and that a Distinction requires a 70% overall average with this mark being achieved in modules amounting to 90-credit points, ie half the standard Master’s degree of 180-credit points.

The Committee supported the case not to base the final award on performance in the whole course and considered that a new rule should be set for Master’s degrees of more than 180 credit points.  The Committee discussed the general principle on which a Distinction award would be based and whether this should require an overall year average of 70% and this level of performance in modules amounting to 60 credit points (one quarter of whole course, but half of relevant level, as with most Honours degrees and other courses of 240 credits or more) or 90 credit points (half of whole course as with standard Master’s degrees).  The former was supported.  (This was not a relevant factor for the MFA, whose final year comprised a 120-point module only but could be applicable in other, larger master’s degrees.)  

AGREED:


i)
that, subject to Senate approval of a new regulation, the proposal be endorsed;

ii)
that it be recommended to Senate that Regulations for Master’s Degrees be revised as follows:

Regulations for Postgraduate Programmes of Study leading to the Award of Master’s Degrees

22.
Final award [...] ADD In programmes of up to and including 200 credit points’ value, the Board of Examiners shall recommend the award of a Pass with Distinction to candidates who have obtained an overall average of 70% or more, with a mark of at least 70% being achieved in modules amounting to 90 credit points, including the dissertation (where available).  Programme regulations may prescribe modules where this minimum level of achievement must be reached.  All modules shall contribute to the final award.  The weighting of each module’s contribution to the overall mark shall be determined by its credit value.

ADD In programmes of more than 200 credit points’ value, the assessment results from the final 120 credit points shall determine the final degree result.  The Board of Examiners shall recommend the award of a Pass with Distinction to candidates who have obtained an overall average of 70% or more in modules contributing to the final result, with a mark of at least 70% being achieved in modules amounting to 60 credit points, including the dissertation (where available).  Programme regulations may prescribe modules where this minimum level of achievement must be reached.  The weighting of each module’s contribution to the overall mark shall be determined by its credit value.
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