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“It is dangerous because it can create the illusion 

of understanding and the illusion of control. 

Some problems are not bullet-izable.”

General. H. R. McMaster  2005

The ‘It’ is PowerPoint but could it also be 

‘Induction’?



Induction?

http://therealdaily.com/editorials/focusing-listing-data-
looking-wrong-end-telescope/





Quality Assurance Agency for 

Higher Education (QAA)

QAA advice (QAA, 2008a) on the first year experience is to take a 
longitudinal and multi-layered approach to enhancing the academic and 
social transition of students.

Our Induction / Transition efforts must be experienced as personalised 
because the student cannot understand their needs, success or failure any 
other way

We need to make space in the curriculum to teach students how to learn 
and we need to deal with the fact that this can be seen by us as taking time 
away from discipline-based tuition – it doesn’t 

Ultimately the beneficial consequences of getting transition ‘right’ is seen 
in empowered students, autonomous and independent learners and in the 
facilitation of learning communities with effective systems of peer support

Lee and Dawson, 2011 



An Induction Re-evaluation

What do we really mean by induction and transition?

What programmes do we currently use – what is in them and 

why is it there?

What role do the students play in devising the programme?

What role do the students play in delivering the programme?

What role do students play in assessing the programme?



Project with Access Digital and 

Distributed Learning [ADDL]

We are trying to really question what we believe about and 

what we do in induction.  We are asking ourselves and our 

students what is needed and then wondering how we can 

provide it.  We are trying to bring life to the notion that 

induction is a process and not an event.

We are trying to get the telescope the right way round and 

shared by everyone.



http://www.celt.mmu.ac.uk/induction/

http://www.celt.mmu.ac.uk/induction/
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