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1 Background 
 
At its meeting on 10 December 2013, Learning and Teaching Committee asked for 
clarification of its remit with regard to the approval of ‘awards’ as distinct from 
‘prizes’.  This was in the context of the establishment of the Bridget Murray 
Occupational Therapy Friendship Award, which was not based on academic 
performance but involved the course committee considering written applications for 
financial support for an overseas placement (min 13.120 refers). 
 
The University is permitted by the terms of the Charter: 
 
‘To institute and award Fellowships, Studentships, Scholarships, Exhibitions, 
Bursaries, Prizes and other aids to study and research’ (Clause 5(N)). 

S 
Senate’s delegated authority framework (8) records that it has delegated its authority 
for making recommendations to Council for the establishment of new prizes to 
Learning and Teaching Committee (and Research and Innovation Committee in 
respect of research-related prizes).  The authority for the awarding of prizes is 
delegated to the board of examiners or panel as set out in the Regulations. 
 

2 General Regulations Applying to Student Awards (Prizes) 
 
The General Regulations are attached at the appendix.  The wording of regulations 2 
– 8 is unchanged since 1984 and is the same as in the General Rules for Prizes and 
Awards of The New University of Ulster. 
 

3 Terminology 
 
The two words, ‘prize’ and ‘award’, are synonymous in dictionary definitions and 
there is no definition given of the terms in the University’s regulations.  It can be seen 
from the title and the specific regulations that they are effectively interchangeable.  
This is reflected in the titles of prizes held in the list of the University prizes and 
awards.  Two hundred and forty-six are called a ‘Prize’ and 142 an ‘Award’.  Others 
use the object of the prize to describe it, eg cup, trophy, shield, medal.  Some prizes 
use the term ‘Scholarship’, eg the Business and Professional Women’s Travelling 
Scholarship.   
 

4 Basis of Award 
 
While examination performance is the most common basis for determining prize 
winners, the Regulations do not restrict the basis for an award to this and the criteria 
are identified when the prize is proposed.  Consequently, the Committee is acting 
within its authority in considering prizes or awards which are not based on course-
related performance. 
 



Two ‘Prizes’, nine ‘Awards’, three ‘Scholarships’ and two ‘Shields’ (including seven 
University-wide awards) are made on the basis of open competition not related to 
academic performance in modules or years of study in courses.  
   

5 Other Awards 
 

There are a number of other ‘Awards’ supported from endowed funds which do not 
fall within the remit of the Learning and Teaching Committee, such as those from the 
Anderson Hanna Hardship Fund, Library Travel Fund, and the McCrea Research 
Award. 
 
The web page for the University of Ulster Fund also records that it provides a range 
of Scholarships, Bursaries and Awards to support students: Gateway Scholarship, 
Boston Step-Up Scholarship, Broadening Horizons Travel Bursary, Academic 
Excellence Awards, Sports Scholarship, Vice-Chancellor’s Student Fund.  The Study 
at Ulster page records other scholarships (Richard K Degenhardt Scholarship, 
O’Hare Travel Scholarship, Evelyn Burges Scholarship in Drama, Alumni Fund 
Travel Scholarship). 

 
The Academic Excellence Awards are awarded to the student in each Faculty with 
the highest average mark at the end of their first year.  They have been formally 
established under the Student Awards (Prizes) Regulations. 
 

6 Discussion 
 
 The Committee is asked to consider whether it wishes to differentiate the terms 

‘Prize’ and ‘Award’ and to provide guidance to faculties and sponsors. 
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APPENDIX 
 
General Regulations applying to Student Awards (Prizes)  
 
1. The terms and conditions of new student prizes shall be determined by the 

Learning and Teaching Committee on behalf of the Senate. The Committee 
shall make recommendations for the establishment of new prizes to the 
designated Pro-Vice-Chancellor on behalf of the Council.  

 
2. Awards shall be authorised by the appropriate nominating body or committee. 

In the case of awards based on examination performance, this body shall be 
the Board of Examiners, and where more than one Board of Examiners is 
involved, the Deans of Faculties shall co-ordinate decisions.  

 
3. At the time of nomination for a prize or award based on examination 

performance, a candidate must be a registered student of the University.  
 
4. A prize or award may be divided where there are candidates of equal merit.  
 
5.  A prize or award may be withheld in a particular year if in the opinion of the 

nominating body there is no candidate of suitable merit.  
 
6.  The University may withdraw or cancel without notice any or all offers of prizes 

or awards.  
 
7.  The nominating body may determine other conditions not explicitly specified.  
 
8.  In the case of prizes or awards which are provided out of private endowment 

funds, the payment of the full amount shall be contingent on the necessary 
income being forthcoming from the endowment fund. 

3 
 


