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UNIVERSITY OF ULSTER  
 
TEACHING AND LEARNING COMMITTEE 
19 October 2011 
 
VARIATIONS AND DEPARTURES FROM THE UNIVERSITY’S REGULATORY 
FRAMEWORK 
 
MEng Mechatronic Engineering + German Masters Degree (6692) 
MEng Electronic Engineering + German Masters Degree (6693) 
MEng Mechanical Engineering (6239) 

 
Background 
 
The MEng Electronic Engineering, MEng Mechanical Engineering and the MEng 
Mechatronic Engineering courses at the University have the option of studying Semester 2 
of Year 4 of the 5-year programmes at the Universities of Applied Sciences in Augsburg, 
or Kempten, Germany, instead of at the Jordanstown campus.  This option gives students 
a relatively unique opportunity to broaden their horizons and cultural experiences by living 
in a foreign country, and studying in a different educational system. In addition, those who 
study and successfully complete semester 2 of Year 4 in Germany and go on to 
successfully complete the MEng programme at Ulster are awarded a double degree, ie an 
MEng from the University of Ulster and a German Masters degree from the University of 
Applied Sciences in Augsburg, or Kempten.  Over the 20 years that this MEng 
collaboration has existed, some 250 students have obtained the double degree award.   
 
Course Regulation Issue 
 
Since MEng students have, generally, relatively high academic ability, and are well 
motivated, the number of students requiring repeat assessments in Year 4 is very low. In 
terms of the current University regulations, a problematic situation can arise when students 
study Semester 2 of Year 4 in Augsburg or Kempten, Germany, since there is no 
opportunity for repeat examinations in Semester 2 modules before the start of the next 
academic year. This is because the German Semester 2 dates, which run from mid-March 
to the end of July, are misaligned with the University’s Semester 2 dates.  Year 4, 
semester 2 assessment marks for those who study in Germany are not available for the 
June Examination Board and only become available for consideration at the 
Supplementary Examination Board at the end of August / beginning of September.  There 
is thus insufficient time to set, or study for, repeat assessments, before the start of the 
following academic year, which is typically the last week in September.   
 
There is also a potential issue with any students repeating Year 4, Semester 1 
assessments, since they are still studying semester 2 in Germany up to the University’s 
repeat coursework deadline at the end of July, and only have approximately two weeks to 
prepare for any repeat examinations.  Historically, the occurrence of this situation has 
been very rare.  Students failing more than 20 credits in Year 4 Semester 1 would be 
counselled and encouraged to stay at Jordanstown for Semester 2. 
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From the above, it is clear that the opportunity to study in Germany is an excellent, and 
quite unique, feature of the MEng provision, and when students pass all modules without 
the need for resits, or can carry up to 20 credits into the final year, then no issues arise as 
far as University regulations are concerned.   However, recent experience has shown that 
sometimes even the best students can require repeat assessments in more than 20 credits 
for semester 2 modules taught in Germany.  This can happen for a variety of reasons. The 
students are moving to a new environment, and a different study and assessment regime.  
As the number of students taking the double degree route increases, it is envisaged that 
this issue may arise more frequently in the future.  For the reasons described above, such 
students cannot be given repeat assessments before the start of the next academic year. 
Based on the existing University regulation of only being allowed to carry forward 20 
credits into the next academic year, following failure at the second attempt,  the only way 
such students can recover the situation is to take a year out and repeat the failed 
assessments in the next academic year.  This represents a significant financial cost to the 
student and effectively extends the length of the course from 5 to 6 years, and, compared 
to those who study semester 2 of Year 4 at Jordanstown, puts the student in a potentially 
disadvantageous and inequitable position.   
 
To rectify this situation, it is felt that the University regulations should, where possible, 
accommodate students who study semester 2 of Year 4 in Germany in trying to finish the 
course within the normal 5 years.  It is acknowledged that carrying forward more than 20 
credits, particularly into the final year of a course, is not desirable, and students would be 
counselled about this, and asked to consider delaying graduation and to take any Year 4 
semester 2 repeat assessments in the repeat assessment period at the end of Year 5. 
However, in the interest of equity and fairness, it is felt that the opportunity to finish the 
course within the normal time-frame should be provided.   Therefore the proposal is to add 
the following paragraph under section 14.2 of the Course Regulations. 
 
Additional Course Regulation Under Section 14.2 
 
For students who study Semester 2 of Year 4 in Augsburg or Kempten, Germany, there is 
no opportunity for repeat coursework or examination assessments before the start of the 
next academic year.  For such candidates the consequences of failure shall normally be as 
follows: 
 
Failure in modules with an overall total 
value up to and including 40 credit points 
at either the first or second attempt  
 
 
 
Failure in modules with an overall total 
value of more than 40 and up to and 
including a total of 80 credit points at 
either the first or second attempt 
 
Failure in modules with an overall total 
value of more than 80 credit points at the 
first or second attempt 

 
Provided that the module(s) are not prerequisite(s) 
which must be passed, proceed to final year and 
repeat specified examination(s) and/or coursework in 
the failed module(s) at the next examination period 
(January or May, or August) 
 
Repeat specified examinations and/or coursework in 
the failed first semester module(s) (examinations 
January) and of specified examinations and/or 
coursework in the second semester modules 
(examinations May) with or without attendance  
 
Withdraw from the programme. 

 


