
 

 
 
 
 
 
Dr Sarah Maguire 
Professional Development Manager / PGCHEP Course Director 
University of Ulster 
J508, Cromore Road 
Coleraine 
BT52 1SA 
 
06 February 2013 
 
 
Dear Sarah 
 
Subject: Outcome of Accreditation Panel 11 January 2013 
 
Thank you for submitting the following provision for accreditation by the Higher Education 
Academy. A panel of accreditors met on the 11 January and reviewed your submission. As the 
table below illustrates the outcome of the panel was to accredit three elements of your provision 
immediately and accredit your Professional Development Scheme and PgCHEP once a series of 
conditions have been met. 
 
Title to appear on certificate Descriptor Outcome 
Ulster Professional Development Scheme 1 Accredit subject to 

conditions  
Ulster Professional Development Scheme 2 Accredit subject to 

conditions  
Ulster Professional Development Scheme 3 Accredit subject to 

conditions  
Ulster Professional Development Scheme 4 Accredit subject to 

conditions  
First Steps to Learning and Teaching in 
Higher Education 

1 Accredit  

Post-graduate Certificate in Higher 
Education Practice (PgCHEP) 

2 Accredit subject to 
conditions  

PHE 701 Student-centred Learning 1 Accredit  
PHE 704 Enhancing Learning 1 Accredit  
 
 



 

This letter explains these conditions along with the elements of your provision that accreditors 
felt were notable strengths.  
 
 
Strengths of the Provision 
 

1. There is clear institutional commitment to embedding UKPSF and this is reflected at 
different levels within the institution. 

2. Participants can engage in blend of development opportunities that is likely to meet a range 
of needs. 

3. There are clear links between fellowship and internal reward and recognition processes. 
4. The provision is responsive to external development and changes in design of CPD 

opportunities. 
5. Successful participants will be institutionally recognized and celebrated through specific 

awards events. 
 

Accreditation Conditions 
 
Before the provision’s accreditation can be confirmed the panel requires evidence that the 
following conditions have been met. The conditions are listed in relation to the element of 
provision to which they apply. 

Conditions of the Post-Graduate Certificate in Higher Education 
 

1. Edit the documentation and ensure all terminology (reference to subject centres, 
membership etc.) is correct and up to date. 
 

Conditions of the Ulster Professional Development Scheme 
 

1. Edit the documentation and ensure all terminology (reference to subject centres, 
membership etc.) is correct and up to date. 

 
2. Ensure that the recognition decision making process involves a minimum of two trained 

assessors making the judgments. 
 

3. Provide an assessment / recognition decision record to demonstrate how evidence 
provided by the portfolio and the conversation meet the descriptor criteria. 

 
4. Clarify of how an individual’s previous category of fellowship is acknowledged within the 

process (Page 10 Appendix 2) 
 

5. Clarify the purpose of HEA representation at panels 
 



 

The accreditation panel will need to see evidence of where changes and /or additions have been 
made to the submission documentation in order for these conditions to be met. This should be 
clearly identified within the documentation. The initial deadline by which this evidence is required 
is the 08 March 2013 but please do contact a member of team if you would like to discuss this or 
any other element of this letter. 
 
Once the additional evidence has been received it will be reviewed by the accreditation panel. If 
the panel are satisfied that the conditions have been met the provision will be accredited. 
However, it is important that you are aware that if the conditions are not met there are no 
further opportunities to make additions to this submission and the accreditation cycle with need 
to begin again. 
 
Whilst not a condition the panel suggested you consider how you will ensure post-graduate 
teaching assistants have access to someone who fulfills the role of a’ line manager’ to support 
them through the First Steps programme. 
 
If you would like any further clarification please contact a member of the team at the earliest 
opportunity. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Richard Brawn 
(Interim Head of Accreditation & Recognition) 
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