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UNIVERSITY OF ULSTER Paper No LTC/15/27  
 
LEARNING AND TEACHING COMMITTEE Agenda Item 9 
14 October 2015 
 
ANNUAL REPORT ON PLAGIARISM OFFENCES IN 2014/15 
 

1 INTRODUCTION 
 
The Committee receives an Annual Report on Plagiarism Offences in the previous 
year at the first meeting of the autumn semester.  This comprises data from the 
Central Plagiarism Register and Faculty commentaries.  The record of offences for 
the past five years is set out at Appendix 1.  While the number of recorded offences 
is higher than the previous year, again just over 1% of the student population is 
involved, with the largest number of offences at Level 5, and the vast majority being 
first offences.  Detected repeat offending remains very low. 
 

2 RECORDING OF PLAGIARISM OFFENCES ON THE CENTRAL REGISTER IN 
2014/15 
 
Plagiarism Offences recorded in 2014/15 
 
The report generated from the Central Plagiarism Register (central register) for the 
current year runs from 10 September 2014 (the day after the deadline for entering 
offences for 2013/14) to 9 September 2015 (deadline for entering offences on the 
central register for 2014/15).  The following observations are therefore based on this 
data, unless otherwise stated.  The record relates to University students (including 
those at outcentres and QAHE).  The central register does not hold records for 
Associate Students of Partner Institutions. 
 
The total number of plagiarism offences (relating to taught courses) recorded on the 
central register for 2014/15 is 324 (292 undergraduate [includes MPharm offences at 
Level 7] (90.1%); 32 postgraduate (9.9%).  This is a 14.5% increase on the 283 
cases reported for the 2013/14 academic year (252 undergraduate (89%); 31 
postgraduate (11%)).  However, there has been a slight increase in student 
population (26,745 to 26,969), so when this is taken into account, recorded 
plagiarism offences have increased in 2014/15 by 13.2%. 
 
The total number of cases recorded on the central register for 2014/15 rises to 342 
when cases for 2014/15 recorded after the reporting cut-off date of 9 September 
2015 are included (as at 1 October 2015). 
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Table 1. Distribution of Plagiarism Offences across Levels of Study 
comparing Data for 2014/15 and 2013/14 

 

Level of Study Number of Cases 
in 2014/15 

Number of Cases 
in 2013/14 

Level (3*/)4 
 

93 (28.7%) 58 (20.5%) 

Level 5 
 

120 (37.1%) 130 (45.9%) 

Level 6 
 

74 (22.8%) 64 (22.6%) 

Level 7 
[MPharm] 

 

5 (1.5%) 0 

Postgraduate Level 
 

32 (9.9%) 31 (11%) 

 
*Level 3 offences relate to BSc Hons Nursing SAAD provision. 
 
Although there has been an increase in the number of offences at Level (3/)4 
recorded on the central register, there were, once again, more cases at Level 5 than 
at any other level of study.  It is encouraging to note a change in the trend, which 
had been consistent for a number of years, with more offences in 2014/15 being 
recorded at Level 4 than at Level 6.  The number of offences recorded at 
postgraduate level remains largely the same as in the previous two years. 
 
 
Table 2.  Comparison of Type of Offence in 2014/15 and 2013/14 
 

Offence Number of Cases 
in 2014/15 

Number of Cases 
in 2013/14 

First Offence 
 

296 (91.4%) 255 (90.1%) 

Second Offence 
 

22 (6.8%) 23 (8.1%) 

Third Offence 
 

4 (1.2%) 5 (1.8%) 

Fourth Offence 2 (0.6%) 0 
 

 
As in previous years, the majority of cases recorded were first offences, suggesting 
that the remedial action taken has generally been effective in preventing repeat 
offences.  This year, however, two fourth offences were recorded. 
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Table 3.  Distribution of Type of Offences across Levels of Study in 2014/15 
 

  
1st  

Offence 

 
2nd  

Offence 

 
3rd  

Offence 

 
4th 

Offence 

 
Total 

Level (3/)4 
 

89 (95.7%) 3 (3.2%) 1 (1.1%) 0 93 (100%) 

Level 5 
 

107 (89.2%) 8 (6.7%) 3 (2.5%) 2 (1.6%) 120 (100%) 

Level 6 
 

66 (89.2%) 8 (10.8%) 0  0 74 (100%) 

Level 7 
 

4 (80%) 1 (20%) 0 0 5 (100%) 

Postgraduate 
 

30 (93.8%) 2 (6.2%) 0 0 32 (100%) 

TOTAL 
 

296 22 4 2  

 
Level (3/)4 Offences 
 
Three second offences and one third offence were recorded at Level (3/)4 (in 
comparison with 2013/14 when there were no second or third offences at this Level). 
 
Level 5 Offences 
 
The distribution of type of offence across Level 5 remains broadly similar to the 
distribution across this level in 2013/14, although it is concerning to note that two 
fourth offences were recorded in 2014/15. 
 
Level 6 Offences 
 
While the number of first offences at Level 6 has risen (there were 50 offences at 
Level 6 in 2013/14), there has been a decrease in the number of second offences 
(13 in 2013/14) at this level.  In 2014/15 there were no third offences at Level 6 in 
comparison with one in 2013/14. 
 
Level 7 Offences 
 
The majority of Level 7 offences were first offences. 
 
Postgraduate Offences 
 
While there is a slight increase in the number of first offences at postgraduate level, 
there are no third offences (in comparison with two in 2013/14).  The number of 
second offences remains the same (2). 
 
Accuracy of Data 
 
In previous years it was necessary to exercise caution regarding the accuracy of the 
data as there were discrepancies between the figures reported by the Faculties and 
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the number of plagiarism cases recorded on the central register.  It is, however, 
encouraging to note that for 2014/15 there is little, or no, difference in the two sets of 
figures as illustrated in the table below. 
 

Faculty  Art, Design & 
the Built 

Environment 

Arts Computing 
& 

Engineering 

Life & 
Health 

Sciences 

Social 
Sciences 

Ulster 
University 
Business 

School 

TOTAL 

Cases 
reported by 
Faculty 

 
15 

 
20 

 
39* 

 
146** 

 
25 

 
TBC 

 

 
TBC 

 
Cases 
recorded on 
Central 
Register at 
10.09.14  

 
15 

 
25^ 

 
31 

 
137+ 

 

 
24*** 

 
92^# 

 

 
324 

 

Cases 
recorded on 
Central 
Register at 
1.10.14  

 
15 

 
25 

 
31 

 
138 

 
24 

 
1091 

 

 
342 

 

 
^ 3 students are each associated with 2 offences. 
* Faculty reports 8 cases within the School of Engineering not recorded on the central register. 
** 11 cases entered on the central register during 2014/15 relate to the 2013/14 period. 
+ 2 students are each associated with 2 offences & 47 cases relate to SAAD provision 
*** excludes 1 offence recorded on the central register in September 2014 that relates to 2013/14 
# 60 cases relate to QAHE provision 
1 all of the 17 late entries relate to QAHE provision. 

 
3 SUMMARY OF REPORTS FROM FACULTIES, ACCESS, DIGITAL AND 

DISTRIBUTED LEARNING AND RESEARCH OFFICE 
 
As in previous years, Faculties and Access, Digital and Distributed Learning, and the 
Research Office were asked to report on issues arising and actions proposed, or 
taken, in light of the 2014/15 records and on trends since the introduction of the 
Plagiarism Policy in 2006/07.  They were also asked to report on the use of the 
electronic detection system, Turnitin, in 2014/15. 
 
The final two columns at Appendix 1 indicate the proportion of offences recorded in 
each Faculty as well as the proportion of the student population (head count) in 
each.  While somewhat crude, this serves as a rough indicator, in the context of very 
low incidences and all other things being equal, of whether records are significantly 
above or below what might be expected.  The two Faculties which sit at the extremes 
are Life and Health Sciences (16.4% above its population) and Social Sciences 
(6.8% below).  There is however no acceptable benchmark level.  One may 
speculate as to the reasons for variability – extent of vigilance, complacency, 
effective assessment design, opportunity, ‘cultural factors’ - but Faculties will know 
how these factors relate to the extent of recorded plagiarism and the effectiveness of 
the measures taken to educate students on the topic and detect incidents. 
 
ACCESS, DIGITAL AND DISTRIBUTED LEARNING 
 
Report not yet received. 
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FACULTY OF ART, DESIGN AND THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT 
 
Total number of plagiarism cases reported by Faculty for 2014/15: 15 
 
[Total number of plagiarism cases reported by Faculty for 2013/14: 18] 
 

SCHOOL NUMBER OF 
PLAGIARISM CASES 

2014/15 

Belfast School of Architecture 3 

Belfast School of Art 0 

School of the Built Environment 12 

 
Belfast School of Architecture 
 
All cases of plagiarism reported by the Belfast School of Architecture were first 
offences; two at undergraduate level and one postgraduate. 
 
Belfast School of Art 
 
No cases of plagiarism were reported by the Belfast School of Art. 
 
The Faculty reports that the low number (or lack) of offences reported in the Schools 
of Architecture and Art can be attributed to the fact that most courses within these 
schools are assessed by 100% coursework, the majority of which consists of the 
design and development of a portfolio of artwork which requires evidence of personal 
research and involves a high level of staff / student engagement. 
 
School of the Built Environment 
 
All of the offences reported by the School of the Built Environment were first 
offences, five of which occurred at Level 4 and seven at Level 5. 
 
Action taken at Faculty Level 
 

 matter of plagiarism remains one of the priorities in individual Schools and in 
the Faculty overall; 

 students continually made and kept aware of plagiarism issue through 
induction, studies advice, mentorship, course and module handbooks, 
seminars on citing and referencing, via Library induction classes and within 
modules; 

 continual reminders issued of requirement to strictly adhere to the University’s 
policy and procedures; 

 use of Turnitin for written coursework as appropriate; 

 students penalised in accordance with University’s Plagiarism Policy and 
Procedures and penalties. 
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Faculty Action Plan 
 

 continue strategy of educating students in respect of plagiarism and correct 
referencing; 

 continue to organise special training sessions for staff on Blackboard Learn 
and use of Turnitin; 

 continue to deal with cases of plagiarism as quickly as possible and record 
cases in a timely manner. 
 
 

FACULTY OF ARTS 
 
Total number of plagiarism cases reported by Faculty for 2014/15 20 
 
[Total number of plagiarism cases reported by Faculty for 2013/14: 11] 
 

SCHOOL NUMBER OF 
PLAGIARISM CASES 

2014/15 

School of Creative Arts and Technologies 4 

School of English and History 13 

School of Irish Language and Literature 0 

School of Modern Languages 0 

School of Media, Film and Journalism 3 

 
The Faculty reports that all but three of the plagiarism cases during 2014/15 were 
first offences and that the majority of offences occurred at Level 5. 
 
The Faculty reports that there were no documented cases of plagiarism in either the 
School of Irish Language and Literature or the School of Modern Languages for 
2014/15 [note: there are however three first offences at Level 6 recorded on the 
central register against students in the School of Modern Languages]. 
 
Action taken at Faculty Level 
 

 Turnitin used for most coursework submissions in the School of Media, Film 
and Journalism and Faculty information session for staff held in October 2014 
resulted in more Module Co-ordinators using Turnitin for coursework 
submissions; 

 Turnitin continues to be used as standard practice for submission of 
dissertations in the School of English and History and School of Modern 
Languages; 

 minimal use of Turnitin in School of Creative Arts and Technologies due to 
more bespoke nature of coursework submissions; 

 Turnitin used as deterrent against plagiarism. 
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Faculty Action Plan 
 

 Faculty to hold two sessions on the use of Turnitin and online submissions – 
one at Coleraine and one at Magee – in semester 1 to encourage a broader 
use of Turnitin where appropriate; 

 Course Directors will be encouraged to remain diligent in ensuring that 
instances of plagiarism are clearly documented; 

 issue of plagiarism amongst Year 2 students will be raised at the Faculty’s 
Academic Affairs Committee and possible strategies discussed for raising 
awareness and understanding. 

 
 
FACULTY OF COMPUTING AND ENGINEERING 
 
Total number of plagiarism cases reported by Faculty for 2014/15: 39 
 
[Total number of plagiarism cases reported by Faculty for 2013/14: 88] 
 

SCHOOL NUMBER OF 
PLAGIARISM CASES 

2014/15 

School of Computing and Mathematics 
 

19 

School of Computing and Information Engineering 
 

7 

School of Computing and Intelligent Systems 5 

School of Engineering 8  

 
School of Computing and Mathematics 
 
All cases of plagiarism reported within the School of Computing and Mathematics 
were first offences and occurred within a small number of modules. 
 
Action taken: 
 

 increased emphasis on plagiarism within induction and study skills modules; 

 Turnitin widely used across a range of modules; 

 consistent application of penalties; 

 continued efforts to educate students, particularly in first year. 
 
Action Plan: 
 

 students will be further encouraged to seek support with modules they find 
difficult. 

 
School of Computing and Information Engineering 
 
Of the seven instances of plagiarism reported by the School of Computing and 
Information Engineering, three were at undergraduate and four were at postgraduate 
level. 
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School of Computing and Intelligent Systems 
 
All five cases reported by the School relate to undergraduate full-time students.  Four 
of the cases were first offences (three at Level 4 and one at Level 5) and one case 
was a second offence at Level 6. 
 
Action taken: 
 

 students reminded of what constitutes plagiarism at each level of study 
through induction, studies advice, module assessment and final year projects; 

 Turnitin used widely across modules; 

 Win Merge software also used by some staff to assist in the detection of 
plagiarism in code. 

 
School of Engineering 
 
Although eight cases of plagiarism were detected within the School during 2014/15, 
none have been entered on the central register owing to staffing circumstances.  All 
cases were first offences, with the majority occurring at Level 5. 
 
Action taken: 
 

 guidance on what constitutes plagiarism given throughout many modules and 
formally within the Professional Studies modules in particular. 

 
Action taken at Faculty Level 
 

 continued effort to educate students in relation to what constitutes plagiarism; 

 increased engagement with CHERP events and the Professional 
Development Scheme; 

 Faculty approach is to further embed the use of plagiarism detection software 
where appropriate with the combined use of staff vigilance and oral 
examinations where use of detection software is not appropriate. 

 
Faculty Action Plan 
 

 vigilance of staff across all schools to ensure consistence of practice and 
detection; 

 increase in application of Turnitin for dissertations and project work; 

 encouragement of sound practice in setting assessment that reduces 
opportunities for plagiarism; 

 sustained advice to students at all levels of study through induction, studies 
advice sessions and when setting coursework tasks; 

 projection of clear messages, with particular attention to Level 5 cohorts. 
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FACULTY OF LIFE AND HEALTH SCIENCES 
 
Total number of plagiarism cases reported by Faculty for 2014/15: 146 
 
[Total number of plagiarism cases reported by Faculty for 2013/14: 91] 
 

SCHOOL NUMBER OF 
PLAGIARISM CASES 

2014/15 

School of Biomedical Sciences 
 

33 
[includes 11 cases relating to 

2013/14] 

School of Geography and Environmental Sciences 10 

School of Health Sciences 17 

School of Nursing 66 
[generally relate to SAAD provision] 

School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences 11 

School of Psychology 5 

School of Sport 4 

 
School of Biomedical Sciences 
 
All of the cases recorded by the School of Biomedical Sciences were first offences, 
with 16 occurring at undergraduate level and 17 at postgraduate level.  Of the 33 
cases recorded, 22 relate to the 2014/15 academic year.  The other 11 cases 
occurred during 2013/14 but were not entered on the central register at the time 
owing to staff illness. 
 
Action taken: 
 

 lecture on avoidance of plagiarism is given to each year group as part of 
School’s induction process; 

 currently at least one module common to all students in first, second and final 
years uses electronic detection. 

 
School of Geography and Environmental Sciences 
 
Of the 10 cases recorded on the central register by the School of Geography and 
Environmental Sciences, nine were first offences and one was a second offence; two 
were at Level 5, five were at Level 6 and two were at postgraduate level.  The 
second offence occurred at postgraduate level. 
 
Action taken: 
 

 students reminded during final year induction about seriousness of plagiarism; 

 dissertations carefully scrutinised and checked through Turnitin; 

 session on plagiarism and referencing during induction week of first semester 
followed by a series of skills tutorials in which sessions on plagiarism and 
referencing are key components; 

 students reminded about plagiarism and referencing in second and final year 
inductions; 
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 assessment criteria for coursework contain specific and identified mark 
allocations for referencing where appropriate; 

 from 2015/16, students referred to Faculty’s Guidelines on Harvard 
Referencing and links to the guidelines provided in the student support area 
for all programmes on Bb Learn. 

 
School of Health Sciences 
 
Seventeen cases of plagiarism were recorded by the School of Health Sciences 
during 2014/15.  All cases were first offences, with the majority occurring at Level 5.  
One offence was at postgraduate level. 
 
Action taken: 
 

 widespread use of Turnitin; 

 promotion of Plagiarism Policy and Procedures through Learning and 
Teaching Committee and Course Committees. 

 
School of Nursing 
 
The Faculty reports that 54* of the 66 incidences of plagiarism reported by the 
School during 2014/15 relate to the programme at SAAD.   
 
[*Note: although included in the 2014/15 central register report, a small number of 
these cases seem to relate to previous academic years.] 
 
Action taken: 
 

 Course team at SAAD working very closely with students to improve writing 
skills and School of Nursing continues to work through a series of strategies 
with the SAAD course team to address issue of plagiarism, with particular 
emphasis on informing and supporting students with their academic writing 
skills;  

 professional consequences of plagiarism reinforced at induction and 
throughout academic year; 

 information on referencing and avoiding plagiarism provided to all students in 
School at induction and is further enhanced with clear module guidelines and 
preparation for assignments; 

 Studies advisers expected to discuss prevention of plagiarism with students; 

 assignment titles reviewed and changed to reduce risk of plagiarism; 

 Turnitin mostly used when plagiarism is suspected but a few courses require 
students to submit a copy of their work through Turnitin; 

 potential of using Turnitin as a formative measure to help students with 
referencing to be discussed at next School Learning and Teaching 
Committee. 

 
Note: the external examiner for BSc Hons Nursing at SAAD commented on, in her 
2014/15 report, “a marked improvement in referencing and plagiarism”. 
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School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences 
 
All of the 11 cases of plagiarism recorded by the School of Pharmacy and 
Pharmaceutical Sciences relate to MPharm students.  The majority of offences 
occurred in third or final year.  One case was a second offence and the remainder 
were first offences. 
 
Action taken: 
 

 students introduced to Plagiarism Policy, a paper detailing good practice and 
highlighting plagiarism, and Turnitin on their Bb Learn course support area 
and in the Student Handbook; 

 Study Skills in first year of MPharm introduces students to academic writing 
and students directed to Skills+ on Bb Learn; 

 Turnitin used in many modules; the MPharm uses Turnitin for at least one 
module in every year of study for written assignments. 

 
School of Psychology 
 
Five incidences of plagiarism were reported in the School or Psychology during 
2014/15, all of which were first offences at Level 5. 
 
Action taken: 
 

 use of Turnitin introduced in 2011/12 as a learning tool within the 
undergraduate Study Skills programme; 

 draft Turnitin drop boxes used in modules on both undergraduate and 
postgraduate programmes; 

 introduction of electronic submissions across several modules allowing 
students to review draft Turnitin reports before their final submissions. 

 
School of Sport 
 
Four cases of plagiarism were reported by the School of Sport during 2014/15. 
 
Action taken: 
 

 all first year undergraduate students required to take a module in ‘Effective 
Learning and Employability in Sport’ which covers issue of plagiarism and 
aims to increase students’ knowledge and understanding of appropriate ways 
to reference and acknowledge sources; 

 all module handbooks contain guidance on referencing and avoiding 
plagiarism; 

 issue of plagiarism covered in induction programme for all year groups; 

 Turnitin widely used across all year groups and programmes at undergraduate 
and postgraduate levels; 

 introduction of Year 1 Cross Curricular Theme for 2015/16 focusing on, in 
particular, developing essential basic academic skills, including writing and 
referencing; 
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 during 2015/16 the School will review current School policy to ensure greater 
consistency; 

 introduction in 2015/16 of a new Cross Curricular Theme in Year 1 to help 
reinforce key messages and develop academic skills. 

 
Action taken at Faculty Level 
 

 staff continue to design assessment that avoids opportunities for plagiarism; 

 students well informed of what plagiarism means and the framework of 
penalties; 

 effective and fair policies and procedures applied by courses within Faculty; 

 training and enforcement of formative aspects of plagiarism policy embedded 
in Schools, at induction, study skills and within a range of modules across 
each year group; 

 students supported by a range of resources such as Skills+ and material on 
BbLearn and information on Course Support Areas; 

 although use of electronic detection system is voluntary, many Schools use 
software in modules across each year cohort and increased use of Turnitin 
each year; 

 Turnitin draft drop-boxes used by many Schools for submission of formative 
assessment at beginning of first year to increase awareness of plagiarism; 
other Schools to adopt this approach. 

 
FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES 
 
Total number of plagiarism cases reported by Faculty for 2014/15: 25 
 
[Total number of plagiarism cases reported by Faculty for 2013/14: 35] 
 

SCHOOL NUMBER OF 
PLAGIARISM CASES 

2014/15 

School of Communication 5 

School of Education 0 

School of Law 2 

School of Criminology, Politics and Social Policy 
including Economics 

4 

School of Sociology and Applied Social Studies 14 

 
School of Communication 
 
The five cases formally reported in the School related to undergraduate programmes 
with all, but one, being first offences. 
 
Action taken: 
 

 issue of plagiarism highlighted to each incoming year group of students and 
importance of appropriate referencing emphasised; 

 resources available on Bb Learn; 
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 issue of plagiarism explicitly covered in many modules, with course and 
module handbooks providing detailed information; 

 final year students reminded about plagiarism in ‘Preparation for Project’ 
classes; 

 increased use of Turnitin. 
 
School of Criminology, Politics and Social Policy (including Economics) 
 
Only four instances of plagiarism were reported during 2014/15 in comparison with 
20 cases in 2013/14.  Two of the offences were committed by students taking 
Criminology as a Minor subject with Law. 
 
Action taken: 
 

 plagiarism closely monitored within the School and students made aware of 
issue during ongoing induction in Year 1; re-emphasised in Year 2 and Year 
3; 

 Turnitin software used extensively to monitor and detect plagiarism. 
 
School of Education 
 
No cases of plagiarism were recorded by the School of Education during 2014/15. 
 
Action taken: 
 

 students informed about Plagiarism Policy in course handbooks, at induction 
and throughout studies; 

 staff remain vigilant and make use of Turnitin where plagiarism is suspected. 
 
School of Law 
 
Two cases of plagiarism were recorded by the School of Law during 2014/15, both in 
the same module.  A further two cases involved students on the LLB Law with 
Criminology programme, but as these offences were detected in a Criminology 
module they have been recorded by the School of Criminology, Politics and Social 
Policy. 
 
Action taken: 
 

 students provided with timely guidance on Plagiarism Policy at induction and 
through provision of information in course handbooks and in the Bb Learn 
course support areas, as well as in module handbooks and by staff prior to 
coursework submission dates; 

 School runs writing clinics across all first year LLB programmes; 

 opportunity to resubmit coursework in ‘Introduction to Law’ module. 
 
School of Sociology and Applied Social Studies 
 
Fourteen plagiarism offences were recorded by the School, with half of these 
occurring on the undergraduate Social Work programme. 
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Action taken: 
 

 referencing techniques reinforced by course directors, studies advisers and 
year tutors during induction; 

 more widespread use of Turnitin across the School. 
 
Action taken at Faculty Level 
 

 guidance provided at induction, in course and module handbooks and Bb 
Learn course support areas; 

 students reminded of issue of plagiarism ahead of coursework submission 
dates; 

 ensured first year students understand how to reference correctly and cite 
secondary sources of information; 

 importance of ensuring cases of plagiarism are uploaded in a timely manner 
to the central register impressed upon staff. 

 
 
ULSTER UNIVERSITY BUSINESS SCHOOL 
 
Report not yet received. 
 
Total number of plagiarism cases reported by Faculty for 2014/15: TBC 
 
[Total number of plagiarism cases reported by Faculty for 2013/14: 32] 
 

SCHOOL NUMBER OF 
PLAGIARISM CASES 

2014/15 

Department of Accounting, Finance and Economics TBC 

Department of Business and Enterprise TBC 

Department of Hospitality and Tourism Management TBC 

Department of International Business TBC 

Department of Management and Leadership TBC 

Department of Marketing, Entrepreneurship and 
Strategy (and Business Institute) 

TBC 

 
 
RESEARCH OFFICE 
 
The Research Office has confirmed that there were no instances of plagiarism 
identified during the 2014/15 academic year. 
 
Action Taken 
 
All matters relating to plagiarism in research theses, including procedures for 
detection, training and all documentation are reviewed by the Research Degrees 
Committee on an annual basis. 
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4 CONCLUSIONS 
 
In conclusion, the number of plagiarism offences recorded during 2014/15 is higher 
than the number of offences reported during the previous academic year.   
 
The increase in the number of plagiarism cases reported could be attributed to a 
number of factors: 
 

 increase in plagiarism within the University; 

 increase in vigilance on part of academic staff; 

 increase in staff awareness of the requirement to record offences on the 
central register; 

 increase in use of electronic detection system, Turnitin. 
 
 

5 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
(i) that faculties (including the Research Graduate Schools [Centre]) ensure that 

the University’s Plagiarism Policy and Procedures and penalties (2012) 
continue to be observed and rigorously applied across all programmes; 

 
(ii) that faculties continue to keep under review how their annual plagiarism reports 

are assembled with a view to ensuring that faculty reported figures concur with 
those appearing in the central register; 

 
(iii) that faculties, Access, Digital and Distributed Learning, and the Research Office 

ensure that all plagiarism offences in 2015/16 are recorded at the time the 
offence is established and no later than the cut-off date of 9 September 2016; 

 
(iv) that faculties, Access, Digital and Distributed Learning, and the Research Office 

provide a report to the Academic Office by 23 September 2016, with a 
commentary on issues arising and actions proposed or taken in light of the 
2015/16 records and trends since the introduction of the Plagiarism Policy in 
2006/7 and the use of Turnitin. 
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APPENDIX 1 
 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PLAGIARISM OFFENCES (TAUGHT COURSES) REPORTED DURING 2014/15, 2013/14, 2012/13, 2011/12 and 2010/11 
 

 
 
 
 

YEAR 

 
Number of undergraduate cases 

recorded Number of 
postgraduate 

cases 
recorded 

 
 

Number of cases 
recorded by 

Research Office 
 

 
Number of cases recorded 

(undergraduate and postgraduate) 
 

 
Total number of 
cases recorded 

within the University Level 
4 

Level 
5 

 
Level 

6 
 

 
Level 

 7 
[Integrated 
Master’s] 

1st 
offence 

2nd 
offence 

3rd 
offence 

4th 
offence 

 
2014/15 

 

 
93 

 
120 

 
74 

 
5 

 
32 

 
0 

 
296 

 
22 

 
4 

 
2 

 
324*** 

 
2013/14 

 

 
58 

 
130 

 
64 

 
0 

 
31 

 
1 

 
255 

 
23 

 
5 

 
0 

 
284^ 

 
2012/13 

 

 
48 

 

 
129 

 
60 

 
0 

 
34 

 
0 

 
243 

 
21 

 
7 

 
0 

 
271** 

 

 
2011/12  

 

 
31 

 
89 

 
59 

 
0 

 
18 

 
0 

 
184 

 
13 

 
0 

 
0 

 
1971 

 
2010/11 

 

 
119 

 
127 

 
71 

 
0 

 
61 

 
0 

 
339 

 
33 

 
6 

 
0 

 
378 

 
 
1 Ten cases related to the previous year reducing this figure to 187.  However an additional 18 cases for 2011/12 were entered in the Register after the cut-off date 
bringing the total to 205.  
** An additional 9 cases for 2012/13 were entered on the central register after the cut-off date, bringing the total to 280 (as at 2 October 2013). 
^ An additional 11 cases for 2013/14 were entered on the central register after the cut-off date, bringing the total to 295 (as at 1 October 2014). 
*** An additional 18 cases for 2014/15 were entered on the central register after the cut-off date, bringing the total to 342 (as at 1 October 2015).2
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PLAGIARISM OFFENCES RECORDED BY FACULTIES ON THE PLAGIARISM REGISTER FOR 2014/15 at 09.09.15 
 

 
 
 
 

FACULTY 

 
Number of undergraduate cases 

recorded Number of 
postgraduate 

cases recorded 

 

 
Number of 

cases recorded 
by Research 

Office 
 

 
Number of cases recorded 

(undergraduate and postgraduate) 
 

 
Total number of 
cases recorded 

within the Faculty 
(2013/14 in 

parentheses) 

 
 

% of 
Total 

Offences 

 
 

Student 
Population 

(%) 
2014/15 Level 

4 
Level 

5 

 
Level 

6 
 

 
Level  

7 
1st 

offence 
2nd 

offence 
3rd 

offence 
4th 

offence 

 
Art, Design and the 
Built Environment 
 

 
5 

 
9 

 
0 

 
0 

 
1 

 
0 

 
15 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
15 (18)  

 
4.6% 

 
2937 

(10.9%) 

 
Arts 
 

 
5 

 
11 

 
9 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
22 

 
3 

 
0 

 
0 

 
25 (11)  

 
7.7% 

 
1905 

(7.1%) 

 
Computing and 
Engineering 
 

 
23 

 
3 

 
1 

 
0 

 
4 

 
0 

 
30 

 
1 

 
0 

 
0 

 
31 (83)  

 
9.6% 

 
3214 

(11.9%) 

 
Life and Health 
Sciences 
 

 
39 

 
44 

 
34 

 
5 

 
15 

 
0 

 
130 

 
6 

 
1 

 
0 

 
137 

[excludes 1 late 
entry for 2014/15] 

 
(95 + 7 late entries) 

 

 
42.3% 

 
6995 

(25.9%) 
 
 

 
Social Sciences 
 

 
1 

 
5 

 
14 

 
0 

 
4 

 
0 

 
20 

 
4 

 
0 

 
0 

 
24 
 

(32 + 3 late entries) 
 

 
7.4% 

 
3821 

(14.2%) 

 
Ulster University 
Business School 

 
20 

 
48 

 
16 

 
0 

 
8 

 
0 

 
79 

 
8 

 
3 

 
2 

 
92 

[excludes 17 late 
entries (QAHE) for 

2014/15] 
 

(44 + 1 late entry) 
 

 
28.4% 

 
6775 

(25.1%) 
 

 

 
Access, Digital and 
Distributed Learning 
 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 
 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 (0) 

 
0 

 
1322 

(4.9%) 

 
TOTAL 
 

 
93 

 
120 

 
74 

 
5 

 
32 

 
0 

 
296 

 
22 

 
4 

 
2 

 
324 

 

 
100% 

 
26969* 
(100%) 

 
*Student Population 2014/15 (APSC 8.5.15)
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APPENDIX 2 
 

Faculty of Art, Design and the Built Environment 
Plagiarism Report 2015 
 
Introduction 
 
The University’s Plagiarism Policy and Procedures and penalties (2012) continue to 
be observed and rigorously applied, as a matter of priority across all programmes in 
the Faculty of ADBE. In terms of operationalising the policy and the procedures set 
in place across the Faculty, there have been no significant changes in 2014/15, but, 
rather, further embedding of those operations and procedures and endeavouring to 
have the offences recorded at the time the offence was established and no later than 
the cut-off date of 9th September 2015. This report does not differ in any significant 
way from last year’s report. Whilst the number of detected plagiarism offences have 
reduced this year, there has been no major change to the interventions already in 
place and it is too early to interpret this reduction as a trend. 
 
History 
 
In 2010/2011, the Faculty implemented a number of procedures to improve staff 
compliance with the University Plagiarism Policy. The Faculty reaffirmed the 
Plagiarism policy to all staff; the Plagiarism Policy, Penalties Framework, Record and 
Register forms were circulated to all academic staff; staff coordinating modules with 
written course work were instructed to use Turnitin. During this period the reporting 
mechanisms were refined, with increased staff awareness of the requirement to 
record offences on the central register in a timely manner. At that point in time, the 
Faculty was concerned that cases of plagiarism were not all being formally recorded 
on the central register; consequently the two Schools, Art and Design and 
Architecture and Design (titles now changed) identified further actions to be 
implemented during 2011/12 to improve compliance with the Policy. The Faculty 
again reaffirmed the Plagiarism policy to staff on all courses at the start of the 
academic year 2011/12. Across 2012/13, 2013/14 and 2014/15, the policy and 
practice had become well embedded and communicated across the Faculty. The 
matter continues to be kept as one of the priorities at the appropriate fora in the three 
Schools and the Faculty. Students are continually made and kept aware of the 
plagiarism issue through induction, studies advice, mentorship, course and module 
handbooks, seminars on citing and referencing, via Library induction classes and 
within modules delivery. 
 
2014 / 15 
 
Particularly over the 2013/14 and 2014/2015 academic years, conversations with 
students alongside student behaviour in respect of plagiarism suggested that 
students seemed to understand plagiarism and the consequences of offending in this 
way. The number of recorded offences has decreased from 18 in 2013/14 to 15 in 
2014/15; with 1 at postgraduate level and 14 at undergraduate level. This is a 
modest decrease and relatively, a very low proportion of the number of students in 
the Faculty. Table 1 below summarises the plagiarism offences in the Faculty for 
2014/15. 
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Table 1. 
 

Faculty of Art, Design and the Built Environment  
Number of cases Reported 2013/2014 

Module Course Level    Number  
of cases 

Offence 

ARC732 MArch Architecture Master’s 1 First offence  

ARC316 BA (Hons) Architecture 5 2 First offence 

BLD105 BSc (Hons) 
Construction Eng & 
Man.(2)+ BSc (Hons) 
Building Eng. and Mats 
(3) 

4 5 First offence 

BLD301 BSc (Hons) 
Construction Eng & 
Man.(2) + BSc (Hons) 
Building Surv. (1) 

5 3 First offence 

SUR329  BSc (Hons) Property 
Inv App & Dev. 

5 4 First offence 

     

 TOTAL PLAGIARISM 2014/15 15  

 
Commentary 
 
Plagiarism appears to occur in certain types of assessment but not others. Delivery 
and assessment differs quite significantly in the courses associated with the Belfast 
and Jordanstown campuses. For example, in the Belfast School of Art and the 
Belfast School of Architecture, the assessments in the majority of degree 
programmes consist of 100% coursework. Approximately 80% of this coursework 
consists of the design and development of a portfolio of artwork through a number of 
studio practice modules. These practice based modules require evidence of personal 
research, the development of ideas and concepts through to the final resolution of 
artefacts. Most of this work is developed in the studio/workshop environment and the 
nature and level of staff/lecturer engagement is robust; in these circumstances it is 
extremely difficult for students to plagiarise. The three offences detected in the 
Belfast School of Art were in modules with assessments of the more ‘traditional’ 
written paper format. 
 
The steps taken in the Faculty to eradicate plagiarism reported in detail in last year’s 
report, continue to be used and may be summarised as follows: 

1. ensuring that students are informed and taught about plagiarism and the 

rationale for, and the methods of. citing and referencing sources of 

information;  

2. continual priority communication at all levels of the requirement to strictly 

adhere to the Plagiarism Policy and Procedures; 

3. Using Turnitin for written coursework as appropriate. 

4. Penalising offending students, as appropriate, in accordance with the 

University’s Plagiarism Policy and Procedures and penalties (2012). 



20 
 

Issues Arising 
 
The 15 detected offences took place over just 5 modules. 12 offences were confined 
to 3 modules, suggesting that plagiarism is not widespread. All offences, excluding 
the postgraduate offence, were at levels 4 and 5. There were no final year offences 
recorded.  
 
Actions Proposed or Taken in the Light of the 2014/15 Records: 
 
Whilst the decrease in detected and reported cases from 18 in 2013/14 to 15 in 
2014/15 is not significant, the Faculty is of the view that because of the nature of the 
offences and the relatively low number of offences, it is not proposed to introduce 
any new practices or procedures. The measures in place are robust and suitable. 
The emphasis will be placed on continuing to ‘get the message across’ to students, 
reinforcing the practices and procedures already embedded. 
 
Trends 
 
There have been no significant changes in the detection and reporting of plagiarism. 
The greater proportion, by far, are first offences and, it seems, that students learn 
from its detection. Whilst there has been a marked improvement in citing and 
referencing of information sources, there is still room for improvement in this area. 
Some (3) External Examiners commented on this aspect in their 2014/15 reports. 
Emphasis on the eradication of plagiarism is being maintained with input from all 
module tutors and with formal assistance from Library staff. Plagiarism across the 
Faculty continues to fall into one of two categories: 

1. Intentional plagiarism by which the student intends to deceive, and 

2. Unintentional plagiarism where the student is unaware that the practices 

adopted in their work amount to plagiarism. 

The first category is difficult to eradicate completely but may be ameliorated through 
education and example. The second category can be eradicated by education and 
example and using informal methods where appropriate. The Faculty has maintained 
and resourced plagiarism amelioration as a priority and the message does appear to 
be ‘getting across’. 
 
Use of Turnitin 
 
Turnitin continues to be an invaluable vehicle for the detection of plagiarism where 
written work is taken from, usually, an internet source. It is used widely and regularly 
across those modules whose assessment is suited to Turnitin. Its use and veracity 
are limited to those assessments that contain a sizeable chunk of text. 
 
Concluding Comments 
 
During 2014/15 the Faculty’s strategy of detection of plagiarism and education of 
students in respect of plagiarism continued with good effect. Despite these 
interventions, cases of plagiarism continue to be detected. The Faculty has adopted 
a strategy of educating students out of plagiarism using the plagiarism policy and 
procedures to reinforce the strategy. The strategy of education of students in respect 
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of plagiarism continues to make students aware of the ‘dishonesty’ of such 
plagiarism in tandem with academic literacies with emphasis on citing and 
referencing of information sources. Whilst this policy of eradicating plagiarism 
through education, offending students, as appropriate, were, and will be, penalised in 
accordance with the University’s Plagiarism Policy and Procedures and penalties 
(2012). The Faculty, through the Schools, will continue to organise special training 
sessions for staff on Blackboard Learn and the use of Turnitin. In addition, it will 
continue to deal with cases of detection as quickly as possible with the intention of 
maintaining the emphasis on plagiarism and recording cases in a timely manner. 
 
 
 
Dr Tim McLernon 
Faculty Learning and Teaching Coordinator 
29th September 2015 
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UNIVERSITY OF ULSTER 
FACULTY OF ARTS 
 
Report on instances of Plagiarism 2015/16 
 
The Faculty has reviewed the recorded instances of plagiarism for the Academic Year 2014/15 across its five schools.  
 

 In total there were 20 recorded instances of plagiarism.  

 The vast majority of these (13) were confined to one school: English and History. In addition there were 4 cases in the 
School of Creative Arts and Technologies (all Music modules) and 3 in Media, Film & Journalism. There were no 
documented cases of plagiarism in either the School of Irish Language and Literature or the School of Modern Languages 
for the year. 

 In the majority of instances, year 2 students were involved (11), with a further 3 cases among year 1 students and 6 among 
year 3 students respectively.  

 Of these 20 cases, all but three were first offences. 
 
The cases of plagiarism are as follows: 

School Programme Module Year Plagiarism 
Type 

Details Date 

 
 
 
 
 

SoCAT 

BMus Hons Music 
FT 

MUS114 
Composition & 
Orchestration 

1 UP1 The student was interviewed and admitted attempting to pass off 
an existing piece of music as their own. Since the work was 
entirely plagiarised assignment received 0%.  

12/03/15 

MUS506 Music & 
Moving Image 

3 UP1 Assignment consisted almost entirely of copied/pasted sections 
from websites (word for word). Student admitted offence. Work 
was marked with the plagiarised content omitted.  

12/01/15 

3 UP1 Striking similarities between sections of this piece of work and 
another submission (see below). Both students were interviewed 
and admitted the offence although there did appear to be a lack 
of understanding as to why what they had done constituted 
plagiarism. Work was marked with the plagiarised content 
omitted. 

04/11/14 
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3 UP1 Striking similarities between sections of this piece of work and 
another submission. Both students were interviewed and 
admitted the offence although there did appear to be a lack of 
understanding as to why what they had done constituted 
plagiarism. Work was marked with the plagiarised content 
omitted. 

04/11/14 

 
 

MFJ 

BA Hons Film & 
Media Studies FT 

MED327 
Experimental 
Cinema 

2 UP1 Plagiarised material in coursework. Student was interviewed and 
penalised in accordance with policy on 1st offence. 

02/12/14 

BA Hons Film 
Studies w Photo 
FT 

MED327 
Experimental 
Cinema 

2 UP1 Plagiarised material in coursework. Student was interviewed and 
penalised in accordance with policy on 1st offence. 

02/12/14 

BA Hons Media 
Studies & 
Production FT  

MED514 
Dissertation  

3 UP1 UG dissertation 60% copied and pasted from internet and 
previously submitted coursework. Student penalised in 
accordance with policy on 1st offence and interviewed/advised 
accordingly 

21/05/15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
English 
& 

BA Hons English 
FT 

ENG 321Angels 
Madwomen and 
Whores 

2 UP1 Student was forthcoming in admitting the offence. Formative 
advice given including email files on academic writing. Student 
penalised in accordance with policy on 1st offence. 

15/06/15 

2 UP1 Student was forthcoming in admitting the offence. Formative 
advice given including email files on academic writing. Student 
penalised in accordance with policy on 1st offence. 

15/06/15 

BA Hons History 
FT 
 

HIS131, HIS133, 
HIS136 

1 UP1 Plagiarised contained in several module assignments submitted 
at the same time. Formative interview held and student 
penalised in accordance with policy on 1st offence. 

12/12/14 

HIS132 Early 
Modern Britain 
and Ireland 

1 UP1 Plagiarised material in coursework. Student was interviewed and 
penalised in accordance with policy on 1st offence. 

11/05/15 

HIS349 Postwar 
Britain 

2 UP1 Plagiarised material in coursework. Student was interviewed and 
penalised in accordance with policy on 1st offence. 

28/04/15 

HIS350 Scotland 2 UP2 Plagiarised material in coursework. Student was interviewed and 18/04/14 
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History at Home and 
Abroad 1707 - 
1997 

penalised in accordance with policy on 2nd offence. 

HIS306 The Wars 
of Religion 

2 UP1 Plagiarised material in coursework. Student was interviewed and 
penalised in accordance with policy on 1st offence. 

08/06/15 

2 UP2 Plagiarised material in coursework. Student was interviewed and 
penalised in accordance with policy on 2nd offence. 

08/06/15 

HIS330 Twentieth 
Century US 
History 

2 UP1 Plagiarised material in coursework. Student was interviewed and 
penalised in accordance with policy on 1st offence. 

04/12/14 

2 UP1 Plagiarised material in essay submitted as well as another 
essay submitted for HIS349 at the same time. Formative 
interview held and student penalised in accordance with policy 
on 1st offence. 

04/12/14 

HIS338 The Irish 
Diaspora 1607-
1939 

2 UP1 Student was forthcoming in admitting the offence. They were 
informed that this was a mild case of plagiarism and help with 
study skills was offered. Work penalised in accordance with 
policy on 1st offence. 

19/02/15 

HIS504 Late 
Soviet 
Communism 
1953-1991 

3 UP1 Plagiarised work in analytical piece. Student was interviewed 
and penalised in accordance with policy on 1st offence. 

01/11/14 

3 UP 2 Student (above) committed 2nd plagiarism offence. Formative 
interview and student was penalised in accordance with policy 
on 2nd offence. 

05/12/14 

 
Turnitin 
 
Turnitin is used for most coursework submissions in the School of Media, Film and Journalism. It continues to be used as standard 
practice for the submission of dissertations in the Schools of English & History and Modern Languages, and in both instances has 
experienced a more extensive use than in 2013/14 - in the case of the former, a Turnitin information session for staff held in 
October 2014 did lead to more Module Co-ordinators using Turnitin for coursework submissions, although it is perhaps worth noting 
that, again, most cases were discovered as a result of staff being experts in their area rather than via the use of Turnitin. The 
School of Creative Arts & Technologies continues to employ a somewhat minimal use of Turnitin due to the more bespoke nature of 
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coursework submissions (notated music, graphic design etc.). Several schools highlighted, once again, its usefulness as a 
deterrent against plagiarising. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
Despite a wider employment of Turnitin across the School with the highest instances of plagiarism, the Faculty has experienced an 
increase in plagiarism cases in comparison with the academic year 2013/14. While this represents almost double the number from 
last year, the overall total number of cases across the Faculty does remain relatively low. Once again, subjects/schools employing 
more practice-based coursework assessment tend to have fewer recorded instances of plagiarism than those with more 
“conventional” essay assessments. The fact that no plagiarism has been found in Irish Language and Literature and Modern 
Languages is encouraging.  
 
As in 2013/4, the majority of cases appear within the year 2 cohort of respective programmes; however, the slight increase in 
plagiarism cases among final-year students, as well as among those committing second offences, may be a cause for concern. It 
would seem to be the case that in most instances the student knowingly plagiarised and admitted the offence when interviewed; 
however, there do seem to be one or two instances of students not being aware of the regulations on referencing and/or 
misunderstanding the University's policy on plagiarism. In each case, staff have been diligent in ensuring that the appropriate 
guidance is given; where the instance of plagiarism constitutes a second offence, it does not appear to have been as a result of 
lack of understanding. The fact that there have been one or two multiple instances of plagiarism (i.e. across several modules at a 
time) seems to suggest a severe lack of understanding or lack of awareness or the severity of the offence. 
 
Actions 
 

 Following the success of the Turnitin information session in the School of English and History, the Faculty will hold two 
sessions on the use of Turnitin and online submissions - one for each campus (Coleraine and Magee) – in semester 1 of this 
year to encourage a broader use of Turnitin where appropriate. 

 The Faculty will encourage Course Directors and staff to continue to remain diligent in ensuring that any instances of 
plagiarism that may arise are clearly documented, with the provision of appropriate detail, particularly in those Schools 
where the instances of plagiarism remain confined to one or two subject areas. 

 The issue of year 2 plagiarism will be raised at the Faculty's Academic Affairs Committee in order to discuss possible 
strategies for raising awareness and understanding with regard to plagiarism among each School's year 2 cohort. 

Dr Adam Melvin 
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Faculty of Computing and Engineering 
 

Annual Report on Plagiarism Offences in 2014/15 
 

Report prepared by Dr Michaela Black, Faculty Teaching & Learning Coordinator, in 
consultation with the respective HOSs, Head of Partnership, and Course Directors 
who provided helpful contributions and reflective statements. 
 
1.0  Faculty of Computing & Engineering 

 
The year has again seen some variability of detection and reporting across the 
schools. HOSs, Head of Partnership and have again provided timely and helpful 
commentary, demonstrating ongoing reflective approaches and vigilance across the 
schools and overall provision. Comparison of the two larger Jordanstown based 
schools still shows a variation in detection/reporting levels. Some of this may still be 
related to differences in subject-matter and incidences relating to specific types of 
work, notably where students cross the line between peer tutoring and plagiarism. 
Great care continues to be taken across all schools and all provision, to educate the 
students better in relation to what constitutes plagiarism. As recognised last year and 
still with continuing relevance, a strong ethos of peer tutoring/peer mentoring is 
entirely consistent with the new Learning and Teaching Strategy and the drive 
towards collaborative learning has sharpened the need to educate students about 
the clear distinction between peer tutoring and aspects of cheating that have strayed 
into plagiarism. 
 
It remains true that there are colleagues in respective schools who have never 
detected/reported any single case of plagiarism. While this might indicate superb 
practice and excellent approaches to the provision of pre-assessment guidance, 
consistent with the best aspects of the UKPSF, there are clearly risks also, that there 
may be colleagues exercising insufficient vigilance. There is confidence that HOSs 
and other key senior staff members are doing their best to encourage full and 
consistent compliance with policies and procedures. While the School of Computing 
and Mathematics again exhibits the highest incidence of detection, this is perhaps 
indicative of a particularly well-managed environment with fairly comprehensive staff 
buy-in and engagement. The relevant HOS report also provides useful analysis and 
insight in the commentary, demonstrating particularly good practice in operation.  
This school has also recently provided a showcase of good practice on effective 
assessment of large class sizes.   
 
All HOSs and other key contributors have demonstrated ongoing commitment to a 
high vigilance and good detection approach, encapsulating excellence in the briefing 
of students. Professional studies modules coupled with extended induction exercises 
have been supplemented by more intensive studies advice and great care continues 
to be exercised in both the setting and launching of coursework tasks. 
 
Increased engagement with CHERP events and the Professional Development 
Scheme, with greater attainment of HEA Fellowship and associated engagement 
with the UKPSF are helpful in improving practice. Challenges for some subject areas 
and for those areas where very large modules and restricted staff resources mitigate 
against the individualisation of assessment tasks. 
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Turnitin has been more consistently adopted across the Faculty however, there are 
areas of specialised project work across the Schools which are not fully suitable for a 
world of electronic submission. The Faculty approach is to further embed the use of 
plagiarism detection software where appropriate with the combined use of staff 
vigilance and oral examinations where this does not suit.  As new technologies and 
practices are identified and piloted within the Faculty and University these can then 
be shared across all the courses within the Faculty with the use of the Course 
Directors Forum.    
 
2.1 School of Computing and Mathematics 
 
During the academic year 2014/15, a total of 19 plagiarism cases were recorded in 
the School involving 19 individual students, all of whom were studying at 
undergraduate level and in full time mode.  This compares with 32 cases in the 
previous year, all of which were again at the undergraduate level, studying full time.  
While this may raise concerns about the level of vigilance on part-time and 
postgraduate provision, it should be noted that the same levels of vigilance are 
applied across all courses in the School.  Further, the total numbers on part-time and 
postgraduate provision are very small and students on these programmes are 
typically highly motivated. 
 

Case 

No. 

Year 

Course  

No. of 

Student

s  

Module 

1 1 

2076/ BEng Hons Software Engineering 

3 COM135 

2 1 

2132/ BSc Hons Comp Science 

9 COM137 

3 2 

2132/ BSc Hons Comp Science 

2 COM337 

4 1 

7070 / BSc Hons Mathematics 

1 COM812 

5  1 

7095/ BSc Hons Computing Technologies 

4 COM177 

Total  19  
Table 1: C&M Plagiarism Cases 

Table 1 shows the number of plagiarism cases in the School of Computing and 
Mathematics broken down by course and year group.  Case 2: Computing Science 
(2132) - Year 1, stands out as the areas where most plagiarism was detected.  All 9 
cases within Computing Science were linked to a single module, COM137, 
Mathematics for Computing.  However, this aligns with previous reports that noted a 
significantly higher occurrence of plagiarism in modules which students typically find 
difficult such as mathematics and programming.  Indeed all other cases noted in 
Table 1 were linked to either COM137 or specific programming modules associated 
with individual courses. 
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It is pleasing to note that none of the 19 cases of plagiarism was a second offence.  
In addition, an increased emphasis on plagiarism within induction and study skills 
modules appears to have led to a reduction in the overall number of cases. 
 
In conclusion, it is pleasing to note that Turnitin is being widely used across a range 
of modules.  It is also good to see evidence that staff are taking the issue of 
plagiarism seriously and applying the relevant penalties consistently.  Within the 
School, efforts are not only continuing to detect plagiarism but also to educate 
students, particularly in relation to first year.  Going forward, students will be further 
encouraged to seek support with modules which they are finding difficult rather than 
resorting to plagiarism. 
 
2.2 School of Computing and Information Engineering 
 
There were 4 cases of plagiarism recorded in the School in 2014/15, involving 7 
students across 2 modules on 2 different programmes.   
 

Case 

No. 

Year 

Course  

No. of 

Students  

Module 

1 1 

2136/ BSc Hons Computing 

3 COM135 

2 MSc 

7011/ Professional Software Development 

2 COM812 

3 MSc 

7011/ Professional Software Development 

1 COM812 

4 MSc 

7011/ Professional Software Development 

1 COM812 

Total  7  
Table 2: CIE Plagiarism Cases 

Case 1: 
One of the components of the assessment for module COM135 Software 
Development I, is a lab-based class test.  Student submissions took the form of 
printed copies of solutions to a number of programming exercises as well as an 
upload to Blackboard.  On marking, it was discovered that 3 students had submitted 
identical submissions and when interviewed by the Module Coordinator they 
admitted to sharing the solution.   
 
Case 2: 
As part of the coursework for module COM812 Data Structures, students undertook 
an individual programming assignment.  On marking, it was discovered that the 
solutions from 2 students had a significant section of code in common.  When 
interviewed by the Module Coordinator the students admitted to collaborating on that 
part of the task.   
 
Case 3: 
As part of the coursework for module COM812 Data Structures, students undertook 
an individual programming assignment.  On marking, it was discovered that the 
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solutions from 2 students were identical.  When interviewed, one student admitted 
that they had submitted the work of the other.   
 
Case 4: 
As part of the coursework for module COM812 Data Structures, students undertook 
an individual programming assignment.  On marking, it was discovered that the 
solutions from 2 students had a significant section of code in common. When 
interviewed by the Module Coordinator, one student admitted to having obtained part 
of the submission from the other.   
 
In all cases the students were reminded of the policy on plagiarism.  Depending on 
the type of offence the complete submission or component was disallowed and a 
mark of zero recorded in accordance with the sanction for a first offence. 
 
2.3 School of Computing and Intelligent Systems 
 
The School recorded 5 individual cases of plagiarism in the 2014/15 academic year.  
 

Case 

No. 

Year  

Course 

No. of 

Students  

Module 

1 1 

2134  

BSc Hons Computer Science 

1 COM136 

2 1 

7098 

BSc Hons Information 

Technology 

2 COM136 

3 2 

7391 

BEng Hons Mechanical & 

Manufacturing Engineering 

1 MEC306 

4 4 

6615 

BSc Hons Information & 

Communication Technology 

1 COM581 

Total  5  
Table 3: CIS Plagiarism Cases 

All 5 cases relate to undergraduate full-time students.  The first three cases highlight 
four first offences in years 1 and 2.  Case 4 highlights one-second offence in year 4. 
All were dealt with appropriately. The three year 1 cases were all related to a 
coursework submission of programming code for module COM136.  The year 2 
offence was in relation to an examination.  The year 4 case was related to a final 
year module which required a report to be submitted via Turnitin.  
 
This is an encouraging reduction from the previous year when 7 cases were 
identified and staff remain vigilant in ensuring that students are reminded of what 
constitutes plagiarism and the penalties applied at each level of study. This begins 
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with inductions in year 1, and continues through studies advice, module 
assessments, and final year projects. Turnitin continues to be used widely across 
modules and courses and some staff also use Win Merge software to assist in the 
detection of plagiarism in code.  
 
Staff continue to be encouraged to utilise detection software, such as Turnitin and 
WinMerge and to continue to highlight the issue of plagiarism to students at all level 
of study. 
 
2.4 School of Engineering 
 
The reporting of Plagiarism within the School of Engineering has been complicated 
this year by the retirement of staff and changeover of staffing so that no-one within 
the School had access to be able to add items to the register for some time. Access 
to place materials on the register is still withheld until staff training takes place. As 
such the reports have been collected and collated on paper at this time. 
 
There were 8 individual cases of plagiarism detected this year, in all years of study 
excluding the placement year. As before we are seeing that all students are 
presented as first offences, perhaps indicating that while a minority of students fail to 
understand and accept the seriousness of the matter in the first instance that the 
process of interview and advice offered does seem to prevent further offences. 
Guidance on what constitutes plagiarism is given throughout many modules and 
formally within the professional studies modules in particular. Two of the recorded 
offences took place in first year, seven in second year and one in final year, which is 
disappointing in that students already within the system are offending, it would 
appear from the narrative that at least the majority of the second year students were 
aware that they had plagiarised material while others might arguably still have 
required education in what constitutes plagiarism. 
 
The final year student offence was from a student working within a group project. 
The student had used material from outside sources rather than his peers, but it 
demonstrates the challenges in detection of plagiarism in software development 
where files are presented in a format that is not very amenable to tools such as 
Turnitin. The School will consider alternative technologies if they exist. 
Staff have shown diligent attention in these detections and their appropriate handling 
of them. 
 
3.0 Action Plan 2015/16 
 
3.1 Schools to continue to press for vigilance (all colleagues), to avoid potential 
inconsistency of practice and the risk that cases may go undetected; 

[HOSs, Head of Partnership & Partnership Manager]  
 

3.2 Further increases in the application of Turnitin for dissertations and project 
work, with a view to greater cross-subject harmonization, while accepting that some 
types of project work are less suitable for Turnitin screening and alternative tools 
sought and shared across the schools;  

[HOSs, Head of Partnership & Partnership Manager]  
 



31 
 

3.3 The further encouragement of sound practice in assessment, that reduces the 
opportunities for plagiarism, with pointers to appropriate examples in the pedagogic 
literature and an increased awareness of the professional obligations inherent within 
the UKPSF and related professional practice;  

[HOSs &Faculty Teaching & Learning Coordinator]  
 

3.4 Sustained advice to students (all levels of study) regarding the need to avoid 
plagiarism, the potential consequences of being drawn into this offence and the ways 
to fully exploit the benefits of peer interaction in learning, while maintaining personal 
integrity in the submission of work for assessment.  
 
Key points for reinforcement of messages are noted as (i) induction, (ii) Studies 
Advice sessions, (iii) At the launch of all aspects of   coursework, when students are 
focusing on assessment tasks and approaches to maximize their performance within 
modules (iv) The projection of clear messages, with particular attention to year-2, 
level-5 cohorts; 

[Course Directors & All staff engaged in studies 
advice, module coordination, delivery and 
related assessment]  
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FACULTY OF LIFE & HEALTH SCIENCES  
FACULTY REPORT ON PLAGIARISM 2014/15 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
In the Faculty of Life & Health Sciences, there were 146 reported cases of plagiarism 
in the academic year 2014/15 (Table 1). This represents an increase from 91 cases 
in 2013/14. The Schools of Geography & Environmental Sciences and Sport 
reported fewer cases of plagiarism than the year previous. The number of incidences 
in the School of Pharmacy & Pharmaceutical Sciences and School of Psychology 
have remained consistent. A rise in reported plagiarism cases was observed in the 
School of Biomedical Sciences, School of Health Sciences and School of Nursing. 
As stated in last year’s report, Biomedical Sciences had experienced difficulties in 
uploading plagiarism cases due to staff illness, and 11 cases were therefore omitted 
from the 2013/14 report and have been recorded in the 2014/15 dataset. The 
number of reported cases in the School has generally remained consistent. The 
School of Health Sciences observed a slight increase in reported cases and aim to 
reinforce good referencing practice across all courses. In the School of Nursing, the 
reported cases of plagiarism generally relate to the SAAD provision. These cases 
were discussed recently at the Faculty’s Learning Teaching & Student Experience 
Committee; given that students experience difficulty in paraphrasing from English 
sources, plagiarism cases are higher in this programme. The Course Team work 
very closely with students to improve their writing skills and the School of Nursing 
continues to work through a series of strategies with the SAAD course team to 
address the issue of plagiarism in this provision, with particular emphasis on 
informing and supporting students with their academic writing skills. The Course 
Team will continue to strengthen the delivery of academic writing within English 
language classes.    
 
All Schools in the Faculty have engaged fully with the University’s Plagiarism Policy. 
Whilst staff continue to design assessment that avoids opportunities for plagiarism, 
they are also ensuring that students are well informed of what plagiarism means and 
the framework of penalties that Schools will enforce.  
 
The use of the electronic detection system is voluntary; however many Schools are 
using the software in modules across each year cohort, and there is increased use of 
Turnitin each year. Effective and fair policies and procedures are applied by courses 
in the Faculty as there are increasing external requirements and pressures with 
regard to professional practice, and professional and regulatory bodies.   
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Table 1: The distribution of reported cases of plagiarism in the Faculty of Life & 
Health Sciences in 2014/15 
 

Level Biomedical 
Sciences 

Geography 
& Environ 
Sciences 

Health 
Sciences 

Nursing 
  

Pharmacy & 
Pharm Sc 

Psychology Sport Total 
14/15 

Total 
13/14 

3/4 0 0 0 36 0 0 0 36 5 

5 7 2 15 3 2 4 0 33 36 

6 9 5 1 27 9 1 0 52 36 

PgD 17 1 1 0 0 0 4 23 14 

MRes N/A 2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 2 0 

Total 33 10 17 66 11 5 4 146 91 

Filter Dates: 10 September 2014 – 09 September 2015 
 
During 2014/15, the vast majority of all recorded plagiarism cases were first 
offences. A small number of second offences were found in the Schools of 
Geography & Environmental Sciences, Pharmacy & Pharmaceutical Sciences, and 
Nursing.  
 
There was an increase in the number of plagiarism reported cases in first year during 
2014/15. The training and enforcement of the formative aspects of the plagiarism 
policy are embedded in Schools, at induction, study skills and within a range of 
modules across each year group. As evidenced in the School reports below, 
students are also supported by a range of resources such as Skills+ and material on 
Bb Learn and information on Course Support Areas. As discussed at our recent 
Faculty’s Learning Teaching & Student Experience (LTSE) Committee on 
17 September 2015, many of our Schools are using Turnitin draft drop-boxes for 
submission of formative assessment at the beginning of the first year to increase 
awareness of plagiarism. It is planned that other Schools in the Faculty will adopt this 
approach.  
 
In the Faculty of Life & Health Sciences, Schools are complying with Faculty and 
University policy on Plagiarism, with Schools educating and supporting students to 
minimize cases of plagiarism. All Schools report that the plagiarism policy and 
processes are discussed with students from induction in Year 1 and across different 
year cohorts.  In conjunction with the Library, the Faculty has also generated new 
Faculty’s Guidelines on Harvard Referencing. The Faculty Guidelines have been 
disseminated in a short leaflet and a longer version for students and staff. It is also 
available through the Faculty LT website and programmes through BBLearn. 
 
Exemplars of School level practices are outlined below. 
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SCHOOL OF BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES 
 
Reporting period September 2014 to September 2015 
No of recorded cases in School BMS – 33 (all first offences) 

 16 Undergraduate (BIO318, BIO317, BMS310, NUT506, OPT302, OPT504) 

 17 Postgraduate (BMS809, BMS525, BMS820, BMS858, NUT702, NUT703 
NUT704, NUT710) 

 
Key points 
 
The number of reported cases on Cognos for 2014/15 is 33. This represents 22 
cases of plagiarism in the School during 2014/15 as the School acknowledge that 11 
of these cases were actually from 2013/14 (as stated in last year’s report from the 
School). Due to staff illnesses the cases were not uploaded on to Cognos prior to the 
2014 deadline and have now been recorded in the 2014/15 list.  
 
The School continues to closely adhere to the Plagiarism Policy. Detection levels do 
vary across the School, however a number of modules across year groups use 
electronic detection. 
 
A lecture on avoidance of plagiarism is given to each year group as part of School of 
Biomedical Sciences’ induction processes.  Currently in the School of Biomedical 
Sciences at least one module, common to all students in first, second and final 
years, uses electronic detection; this ensures a degree of continuity of message 
regarding plagiarism.  
 
Induction week 
 
A plagiarism lecture including turning point, a handout with self-test examples of 
plagiarism is provided to UGs and PGS by Dr C Gill during the first week. The lecture 
covers the basics of plagiarism avoidance including University policy, detection and 
sanction.  
 
Elements of work assessed in the School of Biomedical Sciences using 
Turnitin  
 
First Year: Statistics + Study Skills (BIO101, BMS111): activities highlighting 
plagiarism undertaken during course. 
 
Second Year: Immunology (BMS334) –Semester 1 - Coursework element assessed 
using Turnitin. Pharmacology, Microbiology, Genetics (NUT315) –Semester 1 - 
COURSEWORK element assessed using Turnitin. Vision Function (OPT302) 
Coursework element assessed using Turnitin. Applied genetics (BMS310) 
Coursework element assessed using Turnitin. Molecular Biology (BIO317) 
Coursework element assessed using Turnitin. Molecular Biology and Genetics 
(BIO318) Coursework element assessed using Turnitin. 
 
Final Year: Research Methodologies (NUT506) – Semester 1- Coursework element 
assessed using Turnitin. Final year projects (NUT507, NUT517, OPT504, BMS505) 
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– Semester 2- projects assessed using Turnitin. Ocular Disease (OPT510) 
Coursework element assessed using Turnitin. 
 
Postgraduate: PHA801, BMS809, NUT803 – Research Project submissions 
assessed via Turnitin.BMS804, BMS809, BMS815, BMS819, BMS820, BMS821, 
BMS823, BMS525, BMS857, BMS858, NUT702, NUT703, NUT704, NUT710 - 
Coursework element assessed using Turnitin 
 
SCHOOL OF GEOGRAPHY & ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES 
 
1. The plagiarism register is confirmed as being up to-date with final entries being 

made after the June 2015 assessment period.  
2. The plagiarism register was used on 10 occasions during the 2014-15 academic 

year, which is 7 fewer than the previous year. Of the 10 cases, 9 were first 
offences and 1 was a second offence; 2 were at level 5, 5 were at level 6 and 2 
were at postgraduate level, and included the only second offence by a student 
within the School. 

3. The level 6 offences were mostly reported for EGM532 Atmospheres and Oceans 
II as a result of a final practical assessment within the module where four students 
shared practical data outputs and final project reports.  All students were 
interviewed. 

4. From the data gathered it is clear that the vast majority of students are taking 
cognisance of the advice and the good practice promoted through the School. The 
only student to be recorded as having a second plagiarism offence was a student 
who had not come through the Undergraduate Environmental Sciences induction 
and tutorial programmes, and was in fact an MRes student.  

5. It is disappointing that most of the plagiarism events were recorded at final year 
level but students are reminded during final year induction about the seriousness 
of plagiarism and the efforts that the School puts in to identifying it. Dissertations 
(and all assessed components thereof) in particular are carefully scrutinized and 
are checked through Turnitin, and students are advised of this policy at the start of 
their final year. Most members of staff use this software to check student work and 
increasingly work is submitted online to facilitate this.  

6. Within the School there continues to be a very clear policy which is aimed at 
teaching students from the start of their academic careers about good academic 
habits so that instances of plagiarism are minimized. This commences in first year 
with a session on plagiarism and referencing during induction week (Week 1) of 
the first semester. This is followed by a series of skills tutorials in which sessions 
on plagiarism and referencing are key components and for which student have to 
produce assessed work. The School continues to remind and teach students 
about plagiarism and referencing in second and final year with induction 
reminders for all returning students. In addition to this, assessment criteria for 
coursework contain specific and identified mark allocations for referencing (where 
appropriate) so that students routinely get feedback on their approach to 
referencing.  From this year students will also be referred to the Faculty’s 
Guidelines on Harvard Referencing and links to the guidelines are provided in the 
student support area for all programmes on Bb Learn. 
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SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES 
2014-2015 
 
There was a notable increase in the number of recorded instances of plagiarism 
during the 2014-15 academic year – a total of seventeen cases. Within the 
undergraduate programmes the majority of the cases occurred in year 2 and, while it 
is recognised that all were first time offences, a concerted effort will be made to 
reinforce good referencing practice. Following interview the majority of cases have 
been attributed to ignorance rather than genuine attempts to deceive. The Faculty’s 
new referencing guidelines will be reinforced to students and staff across all courses.  
 

Programme Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 

4460 Physiotherapy  12  

7031 Diagnostic Radiography and Imaging  1  

4463 Occupational Therapy  2  

7027 Health Science (Card Phy)   1 

6470 PgC Advancing Practice (PT) 1 student 

 
The widespread use of the Turnitin software has certainly assisted academic staff 
with evidence gathering. All programme teams are familiar with and implement the 
University’s Plagiarism Policy and Procedures. The subject is included as a standing 
agenda item at the School Learning and Teaching Committee meetings in order to 
ensure that programmes remain vigilant and are familiar with the reporting system. 
 
The School of Health Sciences continues to promote the University’s Plagiarism 
Policy and Procedures through L&T and Course Committees. 
 
SCHOOL OF NURSING 
 
This academic year, 66 incidences of plagiarised work were detected and recorded 
(across 63 students). Of those reported, 54 were attributed to the SAAD programme. 
The 12 incidences identified outside SAAD programmes remain comparable with last 
year’s figures, with three less cases. 
 
There was an increase in the extent of plagiarised work within the SAAD programme 
this academic year. The rate of plagiarism is compounded as English is not the first 
language of these students. Many experience difficulty, in expressing themselves on 
paper, paraphrasing and summarising information from the various sources they 
have used. This is despite mastery in speaking, reading and listening in the English 
language. 
 
However, it should be acknowledged that plagiarism within this programme has 
generally been reducing over recent years due to the implementation of a clear 
strategy developed by the Ulster course team in consultation with the external 
examiner. The team has developed an action plan for the incoming academic year, 
this will include consideration of academic writing within the English language 
classes, semester and module induction regarding plagiarism and its avoidance. The 
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continued use of the non-repository option of ‘Turnitin', for all modules, supporting 
students understanding of their writing style and challenges, alongside 
comprehensive lecture support and feedback will be undertaken. 
 
All courses adhere to the University’s policy for plagiarism and penalties are imposed 
in alignment with the framework of offences.  The 12 cases detected outside of the 
SAAD programme, were first time offences, primarily undergraduate’s students in 
year 1 semester 1. These students were given formative guidance (most needed to 
develop the skill of paraphrasing) and support regarding referencing. 
 
The majority of courses within the School are associated with PSRB, students were 
interviewed according to PSRB requirements and the Head of School informed in 
accordance with School guidance. The professional consequences of plagiarism are 
reinforced with students at induction and throughout the academic year, as NMC 
view plagiarism as dishonesty, which would therefore cause question of good 
character. Consequently, when plagiarism is detected implications for students can 
be professional as well as academic. 
 
The School is diligent in endeavouring to prevent plagiarism across all programmes. 
All courses, at induction discuss and provide information to students regarding 
referencing and plagiarism. This is further enhanced with clear module guidelines 
and preparation for assignments. Studies advisors are also expected to discuss the 
prevention of plagiarism with their advisees.  Module teams are mindful and 
proactive in that it is good practice to review and change assignment titles to reduce 
the risk of plagiarism. 
 
The School uses Turnitin mostly when plagiarism has been suspected. However, 
there are a few courses that are requiring students to submit a copy of their work 
through Turnitin. It will be considered for discussion at the next School Learning and 
Teaching committee, the potential of using Turnitin as a formative measure to aid 
students in their referencing skills. 
 
SCHOOL OF PHARMACY & PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES 
 
Programmes:  

6332 MPharm 
6155 PgDip/MSc Pharm Sci 
6642 PgDip Pharm Mgmt 
 

(i) Plagiarism Policies and Procedures 
 

All instances of plagiarism that are not formative (see MPharm below), are dealt with 
in line with University’s Plagiarism Policy. Students are introduced to the University 
Policy, a paper detailing good practice and highlighting plagiarism, and Turnitin on 
their Bb Learn course support area and in the Student Handbook. Study Skills in first 
year of the MPharm introduces students to academic writing and plagiarism and 
students are directed to Skills+ on Bb Learn as an additional resource. 
 
Turnitin: The School uses the plagiarism detection software, Turnitin, in many 
modules:  
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MPharm 
 
The MPharm programme uses Turnitin for at least one module in every year of study 
for written assignments, with the goal being to use it for all written assignments 
where it is appropriate to do so. Within first year Turnitin is used to provide formative 
feedback to the students on a Lifelong Learning formative assessment submission. 
This follows a workshop by the Plagiarism Officer from the School of Biomedical 
Sciences, and a session on referencing, both within PHA102 Pharmacy Practice 1. 
The students obtain their plagiarism report and can take this to develop their 
competency in scientific writing. Within this module Turnitin is also used for the 
placement reports. 
 
In second year Turnitin is used in coursework in PHA302 Pharmaceutical Analysis 
and for the placement reports in PHA306 Pharmacy Practice 2. Currently within 
PHA503 Pharmacy Practice – Social Care and Ethics, in third year, the students 
submit their portfolio essays through Turnitin, and within PHA506 Methodologies in 
Pharmacy Research the Literature Reviews are submitted using Turnitin. The fourth 
year thesis in PHA801 Research Project is also submitted in this way, as are the 
essay assessments for PHA704 Pharmacy Practice, Public Health and 
Entrepreneurship, PHA720 Clinical Pharmacology and Therapeutics, and the 
coursework for all electives.  
 
PGDip/MSc Pharmaceutical Sciences 
 
PHA714 Quality Assurance and Instrumental Methods in Pharmaceutical Sciences 
and PHA713 Research Methodologies utilise Turnitin for coursework submissions.    
 
PgDip Pharmacy Management 
 
Modules within the PgDip Pharmacy Management utilise the software for all 
submissions of coursework. Students are introduced to the University Policy, 
examples of plagiarism and Turnitin on the Bb Learn course support area. 
 

(ii) Issues arising 
 

Plagiarism Offences: There were a total of 11 plagiarism offences for the School in 
2014/15. All were MPharm students and involved ten students. There was one 
second offence and the remainder were first offences.  
 

First year 
Second year 
Third year 
Final year 

0 offences 
2 offences (first) 
4 offences (first) 
5 offences (four first, one second) 

 
Penalties imposed: For the first offences, in line with the framework of penalties for 
plagiarism offences, a reduction in marks was utilised. This reduction ranged from 
5% to 100%, determined by the quantitative amount of material for each question 
that was plagiarised. Formative interviews were held with the module co-ordinator 
and Course Director for all first offences. During these interviews students were 
shown their Turnitin reports and asked to explain the nature of the plagiarism that 
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took place. All students were given a handout on how to prevent plagiarism in the 
future. Students were also reminded that plagiarism is a Fitness to Practice issue. 
 
One student had a second offence. This student had problems with critical reviews 
and ensuring that the work was in the student’s own words; although all referencing 
was given appropriately. The student was given additional support in how to write a 
critical review.  In line with the framework of penalties for plagiarism offences, the 
student had zero marks assigned for the piece of coursework plagiarised.   
 
Plagiarism reports: Plagiarism reports were completed and inputted into the 
Plagiarism Register by the School Clerical Officer. Paper copies were placed on 
student files. 
 
Trends: There are an increasing number of incidences of plagiarism seen on the 
MPharm programme which could be a worrying trend and will be monitored closely. 
However the fact that the School uses the Turnitin software widely across the 
programme could account for more instances being discovered – the more it is used 
the more will be found. Students are becoming more familiar with the use of the 
software and realising the importance of correct academic writing technique, which is 
an important skill for them to learn. Coupled with the Fitness to Practice issues 
around plagiarism, the School is confident that by detecting these issues, we are 
strengthening the development of our students. 
 
SCHOOL OF PSYCHOLOGY 
 
There were 5 incidences of plagiarism reported within the School of Psychology 
during 2014/2015, all of which were first offences. All recorded offences were at level 
5; 2 cases reported on the BSc Psychology programme at Coleraine; 2 cases 
reported on the BSc Social Psychology programme at Coleraine and 1 from the BSc 
Psychology programme at Magee. Sanctions applied were consistent with the 
School’s policy, a copy of which is provided to students during induction and in the 
course documentation.  
 
The number of incidences reported represents less than 1% of students enrolled on 
undergraduate programmes within the School. Whilst these figures are broadly 
consistent with those reported in previous years, it is recognised that incidents 
detected in Psychology are somewhat lower than those reported elsewhere in the 
Faculty where detection software is used more widely. In an effort to not only help 
staff identify the occurrences of plagiarism but perhaps more importantly, to enhance 
students’ knowledge and understanding of how to present academic work 
appropriately, the use of Turnitin software was introduced in 2011/2012 as a learning 
tool within the undergraduate study skills programme.  This process allows students 
to submit their coursework and produce a report, which they then subsequently work 
through with their academic tutor. This has served to facilitate students’ 
understanding of the issues and as such has become a permanent feature of the 
study skills programme. Further, given the success of this, draft Turnitin drop boxes 
are now used in other modules on both undergraduate and postgraduate 
programmes thereby allowing students to check their work before submitting the final 
version. In addition the School has introduced electronic submissions across several 
modules on the undergraduate and postgraduate programmes and this again 
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provides students the opportunity to review draft Turnitin reports before their final 
submissions.  
 
SCHOOL OF SPORT  
 
1. How the University’s Plagiarism Policy and Procedures are applied in the 

School of Sport: 
 
In the School of Sport all course and module handbooks at both undergraduate and 
postgraduate level contain guidance for students on plagiarism and referencing. It is 
also covered as part of the induction programme for all year groups. All students are 
informed of the university policy to deal with offences of plagiarism and they are 
made aware of the contents of the university framework. In the first instance the 
school opts to deal with plagiarism with a student centred approach; students who 
have plagiarised are identified and meet with their module Co-ordinator and/or 
studies advisor and the University policy is explained further. This approach worked 
well this year; a few minor cases of plagiarism were dealt with in this way, at a local 
level. In addition to this; in 1st year all our undergraduate students are required to 
undertake a module in Effective Learning and Employability in Sport which covers 
the issue of plagiarism and which aims to increase students’ knowledge and 
understanding of appropriate ways to reference and acknowledge sources used in 
their coursework and research projects. In this module students submit work through 
Turnitin and with their tutor they work through the report and this in turns helps to aid 
their understanding of what constitutes plagiarism and correct referencing.  
 
In addition to these measures in year 1, Turnitin is being used widely across all year 
groups and programmes at UG and PG level.   
 
The School identified 4 cases of plagiarism during 2014-15. Whilst these numbers 
are low, we are confident that the detection measures in place are rigorous, it is 
however timely to review our policy and to avoid any potential for complacency now 
that instances of plagiarism are low. 
 
To this end we have introduced a Year 1 Cross Curricular Theme for 2015-16, 
focuses on a number of areas (i.e. creating a supportive learning environment which 
helps students make the transition to university, nurturing independence, building 
confidence) in particular developing the essential basic academic skills of sourcing, 
reading, writing and referencing. We believe that by developing these skills and 
reinforcing good practice in year 1, it will set students in good standing for 
developing and improving upon these skills in subsequent years. Below are the 
unassessed learning outcomes for each year 1 module based on the new year 1 
cross curriculum theme: 
 
Learning Outcomes for all year 1 modules (unassessed outcomes) 
 
By the end of each module students will have:  

 Increased appreciation of their responsibilities relating to engagement in academic 
study, achievement and employability. 

 Complete a piece of individual, academic writing work, received and reflected on 
feedback on this work. 
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 Sourced, utilised and referenced academic readings in their coursework 
submissions/presentations. 

 Demonstrate improvements in writing technique through in class and assessment 
work. 

 
2.  Issues arising and actions taken and proposed in light of the records and 

trends since the introduction of the Plagiarism Policy:  
 

The number of reported cases of plagiarism have been falling year-on-year, with 
2013-14 seeing a 50% reduction in plagiarism offences based on the previous year 
(25 cases were reported in 2012-13, compared to 12 in 2013-14).  
 
During this academic year (2015/2016) the School of Sport have identified 2 key 
actions to ensure we will continue to apply best practice in the detection and 
management of Plagiarism.   
 

1) We intend to review our current policy with a view to updating the School’s 
policy, in light of increased use of turnitin, and to ensure the whole School 
team are approaching and applying the policy with even greater consistency. 

2) Introduction of a new Cross Curricular Theme in Year 1 which will help to 
reinforce key messages and build the academic skills students need to avoid 
plagiarizing. 
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UNIVERSITY OF ULSTER 
FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES  
 
FACULTY REPORT ON PLAGIARISM OFFENCES 2014/15 
 
OVERVIEW  
 

1 This overview and School commentaries are based on offences uploaded to the 
Central Online Plagiarism Register (COPR) by 9 September 2015. The COPR print-
out records offences, by School, as follows: 

 

SCHOOL  NO OF OFFENCES 
 

NO OF STUDENTS 

2014/15 2013/14  2014/15  2013/14  

Communication   5 5 5 5 

Criminology, Politics and 
Social Policy (CPSP) 
including Economics 

4 20 4 18 

Education  0 0 0 0 

Law 2 2 2 2 

Sociology and Applied 
Social Studies 

14 7 14 7 

TOTALS  25 34 25 32 

 
2 The number of plagiarism offences recorded in 2014/15 was 25 as compared to 34 

in 2013/4 and the number of students involved also decreased from 32 in 2013/14 to 
25.  The School of Education had no cases of plagiarism recorded on the COPR. 

 
3 SCHOOL COMMENTARIES  

 
Heads of School were asked to comment on plagiarism offences in 2014/15 and 
their comments are set out below. 
 
School of Education  
 

4 The School is pleased to note that once again, in 2014/15 no cases of plagiarism 
were recorded. Course teams continue to ensure that students are informed of the 
University’s policy on plagiarism via Course Handbooks, at Induction and throughout 
their studies. Staff teams remain vigilant in the detection of plagiarism and continue 
to make use of Turnitin software where plagiarism is suspected. 

 
School of Communication  
 

5 There were five instances of plagiarism formally reported in the School during 
2014/15. All cases were on undergraduate programmes from a total of five modules. 
Two cases were from students in year one, one case was from a student in year two 
and three from students in year three.  Four cases were a first offence; one case 
from one of the third year students was a second offence. All offences were in 
relation to submitted coursework. 



43 
 

6 Plagiarism issues are highlighted to each incoming year group of students to 
emphasise the importance of appropriate referencing and independent learning. 
Further resources with regard to plagiarism are available to students on Blackboard 
Learn. Plagiarism is explicitly covered in many modules, with Course and Module 
Handbooks providing detailed information. For all final year students in particular, 
plagiarism is specifically highlighted as an issue and students are, once again, 
reminded of what is defined as plagiarism and its consequences, in their Preparation 
for Project classes. Additionally the increased use of technology enhancements such 
as Turnitin, particularly within Blackboard, makes it easier to detect plagiarism. 

 
 School of Criminology, Politics and Social Policy 
 
7 The School is gratified to note that there were only four instances of plagiarism 

reported during the academic year 2014/15, in comparison with twenty cases in 
2013/14. The register indicates that four students committed plagiarism, two from a 
full-time degree in the School and the other two students were on major degrees in 
the Law School, with Criminology being taken as a minor. With regard to these 
students, plagiarism was detected in one module within the Criminology Minor. 

 
8 Of the two students in the School, one second year student was detected as having 

committed a second plagiarism offence, whilst the other student was from year three 
and this was a first offence. In the case of the two students from the Law School, 
taking Criminology Minor, one student was year B on the part-time degree and the 
other was year 3 on the full-time degree. Both were first offences. Students were 
formally interviewed with records kept of the interview process.  The students 
concerned received feedback on the importance of accurate and consistent 
referencing.   
 

9 Plagiarism is closely monitored within the School and students are made aware of 
the issue during ongoing induction at level four.  This is re-emphasised at levels five 
and six. Turnitin software is used extensively by School staff to monitor and detect 
plagiarism. It is rewarding to note that the School strategy to keep this issue under 
close review has resulted in a dramatic decrease in plagiarism offences. 

 
School of Law  
 

10 The Law School had two recorded cases of plagiarism in 2014/15. Both cases were 
from one undergraduate degree programme, involving one module. However, as 
noted above, two of the recorded cases in Criminology, Politics and Social Policy 
were enrolled on the LLB Law with Criminology. 

 
11 The School continues to use a variety of methods to ensure that students are aware 

of what constitutes plagiarism. These include: providing students with timely 
guidance about the University’s plagiarism policy at Induction and through the 
provision of such information in Course Handbooks and in Blackboard Learn course 
support areas. Teaching staff continue to flag the issue of plagiarism in module 
handbooks and in class ahead of coursework submission dates.  

 
12 The Law School also provides a number of writing clinics for students across all first 

year LLB programmes and colleagues feel that these clinics, in conjunction with 
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PASS sessions and the ability to resubmit course work in Introduction to Law has 
reduced the potential for plagiarism cases to occur. 

 
School of Sociology and Applied Social Studies  
 

13 No incidents of plagiarism have been recorded for Community Development, 
Restorative Practices or Sociology. As many assignments for these courses require 
students to reflect on their practice, this helps to restrict the potential for students to 
plagiarise.  

 
14 Four instances of plagiarism were recorded on the PG Dip in Professional 

Development in Social Work PT. Four students were involved in plagiarism, across 
three modules. Two cases were year one students and two cases were year two 
students. All of the cases were first offences and involved submitted coursework. 
Three students were interviewed, with the fourth student unable to attend interview 
due to work commitments. The student sent a letter of apology to the Head of 
School, outlining the issues leading to the use of plagiarism. 

 
15    Seven instances of plagiarism were recorded on the three year Undergraduate Social 

Work programme. In the majority of cases, the students had plagiarized literature 
review from original sources and had not attributed the source material. Two 
students on the two year fast track program also plagiarized similar material. Apart 
from one student, all of the instances related to an extended evidence-informed case 
study which was the final academic essay based on practice learning. The scale of 
such instances has been unprecedented on the Social Work course and the 
respective course directors have highlighted the increased pressure students 
experience during their final weeks of placement as a contributing factor. Several 
students subsequently successfully appealed the decision of the Board of 
Examiners, producing corroborating evidence of extenuating circumstances. The 
Social Work team has discussed the matter with External Examiners and this has led 
to course directors, studies advisors and year tutors re-enforcing messages to 
students during their induction period about the appropriate way of referencing 
source material. The issue will be closely monitored during 2015/16. 

 
16 There was one incident of plagiarism on the Community Youth Work course. 
 
17 Course teams continue to remain vigilant in detecting plagiarism and ensure that 

students are made aware of the seriousness with which the University treats this 
issue. The more widespread use of the Turnitin system across the School has 
helped to minimise the incidents of plagiarism, as students are informed of the use of 
this method of detection in advance of coursework submission. Students are also 
informed of the importance of correctly citing and referencing secondary sources and 
information pertaining to the University policy on plagiarism is highlighted to students 
when they commence their studies at Ulster and at other times throughout their 
studies. 

 
FACULTY COMMENTS  
 

18 The Faculty is reassured to note the dramatic reduction in the number of instances of 
plagiarism recorded and the number of students involved in these offences. Schools 
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continue to utilize a number of methods to ensure that students understand what 
constitutes plagiarism and the gravity with which the Faculty and University holds 
such offences.  These methods include providing students with timely guidance 
about the University’s plagiarism policy at Induction and through the provision of 
such information in Course Handbooks and in Blackboard Learn course support 
areas. Teaching staff continue to flag the issue of plagiarism in module handbooks 
and students’ attention is drawn to this in class, ahead of coursework submission 
dates. Particular attention is paid to ensuring that first year students understand how 
to correctly reference and cite secondary sources of information. 

 
19 The Faculty continues to impress upon staff the importance of ensuring that cases of 

plagiarism are uploaded, in a timely manner, to the Central Online Plagiarism 
Register.  There are identified Plagiarism Contacts and Back-up Contacts in each 
School Office who are responsible for uploading cases.  Course Directors and Heads 
of School receive updated procedures for uploading cases to the Register (including 
the names of these contacts) at the beginning of each semester.  This information is 
also reported through Course Committees.   

 
Dr. Rosemary Moreland 
Faculty Learning and Teaching Coordinator 
28th September 2015  
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ULSTER UNIVERSITY BUSINESS SCHOOL REPORT 2014/15  
[RECEIVED AFTER REPORT WAS PUBLISHED] 
 

1.0  Overview 
 
In the Ulster University Business School there were 108 recorded cases of 
plagiarism in the academic year 2014/15. Along with the 31 offences which occurred 
on the School’s four main campuses there were an additional 77 cases recorded for 
students studying at two QAHE branch campuses. All academic departments in the 
Ulster University Business School have fully engaged with the University’s 
Plagiarism Policy and remain committed to ensuring that students are fully informed 
of the policy and the consequences of plagiarism offences. Students are provided 
with guidance and advice in relation to the policy and are also provided with 
appropriate study/ academic skills at the early stages of their studies and at 
appropriate points throughout the duration of the studies. The use of Turnitin is 
voluntary on the four main campuses however at the two branch campuses in 
London and Birmingham Turnitin is mandatory. The recording of plagiarism cases at 
QAHE has improved significantly compared to 2013/14. Module leaders at main 
campuses, in partnership with counterparts at QAHE, are responsible for ensuring 
that plagiarism offences are recorded on the register and in 2014/15 this process 
was much improved.  
 
A full review of the information recorded on the Plagiarism Register has been 
conducted and a summary of findings are shown in Table 1. Comparison with data 
from previous years has been provided in Table 2. The provision at QAHE has not 
been included in table 2 as the figures reported in 2013/14 were not an accurate 
reflection of the full extent of plagiarism at both branch campuses. (see page 3, 
section 1.2) 
 
Table 1: Distribution of recorded cases of plagiarism in the Ulster University 
Business School 2014/15 
 

Campus Department Number of cases 

Belfast Hospitality and Tourism Management 0 

Coleraine Hospitality and Tourism Management 0 

Coleraine Business and Enterprise 9 

Jordanstown Accounting, Finance and Economics 2 

Jordanstown Management and Leadership 4 

Jordanstown Marketing, Entrepreneurship and Strategy 6 

Jordanstown Business Institute 0 

Magee International Business 10 

Birmingham QAHE (QABS)  5 

London QAHE (QABS) 72 

Total  108 
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1.1 General trends and commentary on issues arising from the 2014/15 
statistics 

 
Table 2 Ulster Business School Summary of Plagiarism Cases from 2012/3- 
2014/15 
 
Campus Department 2014/15 2013/14 2012/13 

     

Magee Department of International Business 10 16 0 

Coleraine Department of Business and Enterprise 9 7 9 

Coleraine 

and Belfast 

Department of Hospitality & Tourism 

Management 

0 0 1 

Jordanstown Department of Marketing, Entrepreneurship  & 

Strategy (and Business Institute) 

6 5 5 

Jordanstown Department of Management & Leadership 4 3 0 

Jordanstown Department of Accounting Finance and 

Economics  

2 1 8 

     

                                           TOTAL 31 32 23 

 
When QAHE figures are removed, in general terms the scale of plagiarism is similar 
to the figures for 2013/14 and the patterns at Departmental level remain broadly 
similar year on year. This year the Department of International Business at Magee 
again has the highest level of cases.  The Department with the few cases of 
plagiarism consistently over the past 3 years has been the Department of Hospitality 
and Tourism – this Department makes widespread use of Turnitin and has a 
Departmental policy on the use of Turnitin from Level 4-7 for all programmes. 
 
Aside from the incidents at QAHE the number of incidents across the School 
remains relatively low with the majority of recorded cases being the student’s first. 
This is not entirely surprising as the majority of course teams are engaging with the 
use of Turnitin. Some Departments have adopted a policy for the use of Turnitin 
across levels 4-7 whilst others such as the Department of Accounting Finance and 
Economics have highlighted the limitations of Turnitin for quantitative coursework. 
The use is becoming more widespread especially as the use of related tools 
available such as Grademark align well with the trend towards electronic submission 
and assessment of course work. The adoption of TFL remains a core focus for the 
School and this together with the Ulster Principles of Assessment for Feedback and 
Learning continue to inform assessment design and feedback.  
 
Staff continue to make significant progress in relation to developing a culture of good 
academic practice among all programmes both at undergraduate and post graduate 
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level.  The Ulster Business School referencing guide is introduced to all new 
students as part of the induction process and further developed in Study Skills 
modules.  The guide was updated during 2014/15 by the Subject Librarian and is 
linked to RefWorks software. At programme level plagiarism and its consequences 
are highlighted. A number of programmes have successfully used Turnitin as a 
formative tool for first year students at modular level and the emphasis continues to 
be on developing and inculcating sound academic practices rather than enforcing 
punitive measures. 
 
Of the 31 cases recorded 26 were at Undergraduate level and 5 at Post Graduate 
level. At Undergraduate level there was an increase in the number of cases at level 
six, particularly in the Department of International Business. In all cases where 
plagiarism has been detected, staff work closely with students in providing advice 
and guidance on how to avoid repeated incidents. The level of second offences is 
thus relatively small (4 cases). 
 
1.2  Reporting arrangements 
 
Staff in all departments, and those involved in branch campus moderation, are 
vigilant in the detection of plagiarism. Where cases of plagiarism are identified the 
policy is followed for students on all sites. The responsibility for ensuring cases at 
QAHE are recorded rests with the University module lead and associated 
Department. The recording of QAHE cases has improved significantly in 2014/15 
following the recommendations of last year’s Learning and Teaching committee, 
October 2015 (min 14.90). Following the meeting of the Learning and Teaching 
Committee the Head of Partnership carried out a full review of plagiarism reporting 
and as a result the reporting of plagiarism at QAHE is now a standing item on all 
Course Committees and the QAHE Departmental Board.  School module leaders are 
now in a position to record QAHE plagiarism cases.  Where plagiarism is picked up 
all students are requested to attend for interview and the Cognos report provides 
details of interview arrangements. The vast majority of students required to attend 
interview have done so. The exceptions relate to some students at QAHE who did 
not present for interview. The Head of Partnership has advised that these cases 
relate to a particular cohort of students who were recruited to the BSc Business 
Studies degree at advanced entry (level 5) and who were poor performing students. 
(A separate report on this cohort was received by Senate in April 2015.)    
 
1.3 Accuracy of the data 
 
The data has been checked and is more accurate than that available for 2013/14. 
There is only one recorded case which occurred with a UUBS student on a module 
outside of the School and appears on the register against the School of Modern 
Languages but forms part of the UUBS report which is entirely understandable.  In 
relation to QAHE the data is more accurate than that available in September 2014 
following the review by the Head of Partnership in October 2014 and the introduction 
of improved reporting and recording processes.  
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1.4 Proposed actions 
 

1. The concentration of cases among international students at QAHE highlights 

the need for continued specific attention. The Head of Partnership will 

continue to ensure that all cases are reported at the appropriate committee 

meetings and the relevant Head of Department will ensure all cases are 

recorded by module leaders and admin support staff in the Department. 

2. Further use of the Turnitin facility within Blackboard Learn/Course Support 

areas to both raise awareness of the plagiarism issue among staff and 

students and ultimately reduce the level of plagiarism. 

3. Further staff development to include, where necessary, engagement with ADL 

to provide specialist input or support. 

4. In some cases the assessment strategy within particular modules may need 

further review to help prevent an opportunity for students to plagiarise. This 

will be considered within Course Committees, as part of module review 

process. 

5. Continue to remind academic staff of the current plagiarism policy through the 

School’s committee structure. 
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RESEARCH OFFICE 
 
There were no instances of plagiarism identified by examiners in a research thesis in 
the 2014-15 academic year.   
 
One instance of plagiarism found by examiners in a PhD thesis submitted by a 
candidate in the Faculty of Life and Health Sciences at Jordanstown was recorded 
on the system within this period.  This instance however related to an examination 
held in the 2013-14 academic year.  The formal record of the offence was delayed 
firstly due to consideration of the recommendations of the examiners at a formal 
academic appeal hearing and secondly as a result of delays in my staff gaining 
access to the Banner recording system.  The latter is now resolved. 
 
All matters relating to plagiarism in research theses including procedures for 
detection, training and all documentation are reviewed by the Research Degrees 
Committee on an annual basis. 
 
Angela Rippey 
Research Office 
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