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Introduction 
 
This composite report is based on the reports from Magee, Coleraine and 
Jordanstown campuses and takes the format followed in previous reports. Overall 
the modularised provision, procedures and processes are well settled and provide 
for a considerable body of students. In going forward, each campus is working 
through its own particular issues and challenges. It is clear however that the solution 
or management of these ongoing issues is best addressed in a spirit of cooperation 
and synergy rather than a rule based resolution. The Working Group on Timetabling 
made very useful and practical recommendations in the form of guidelines. 
Combined programmes under modular provision is in a mature phase and while it 
tests many guidelines and procedures it has proven the robustness of the 
regulations in managing, processing and taking students through to awards. 
 
Enrolments 
 
Magee:  In 2010/11 there were a total of 350 enrolments on the Combined Studies 
programme at the Magee campus.  This number is up from 283 and demand for 
modularised programmes at Magee remains an attractive option for students to the 
campus. Students have availed of the opportunity to choose from the wide range of 
subject combinations on offer, with 80 different subject combinations now attracting 
enrolments. American Studies was a welcome addition this year. 
 
Coleraine: The number of students enrolled at Coleraine on modularised courses 
was 589 (up from 569) with Arts related combinations accounting for the majority of 
students. There has been a concerted drive to promote languages as part of a 
combined degree and this has proved attractive to students. English with Education 
and History with Education remaining the most popular combinations. 
 
Jordanstown: In 2009/10 the total intake at Jordanstown for modularised courses 
was 260 (down from 305) students across 20 subject combinations. Sociology with 
Criminology is the most popular and Communication with Counselling following on. 
Several combination changes are proposed and 2011 intake should be more 
streamlined. 
 
Total number of students enrolled on Combined Studies Programmes across all 
campuses is therefore 1199 students (1157 previous year). While there are 
fluctuations year on year between campuses and courses the overall numbers are 
reasonably consistent. 
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Subject Combinations 
 
Magee: American Studies have moved their offerings to Magee and added some 19 
other Major, Main and Minors combinations. International Politics withdrew their 
combinations.  
  
Coleraine:  No new combinations were added in the period while 24 combinations 
involved in Computing, Languages and Journalism have been withdrawn due to 
ongoing lack of recruitment. 
 
Jordanstown: Some rationalisation of offerings has started this year with 2010/2011 
saw the last intake for some. This rationalisation will have a more streamlined effect 
on intakes to combinations in 2011/12 year. 
   
Major Issues and Activities 
 
At Magee the working group set up to improve the student experience at registration 
for those on Modularised Programmes has proved very successful. It still needs to 
be coordinated carefully year on year. The group includes subject directors, registry 
office and faculty administration and were able to identify preregistration issues. The 
Magee CCG also noted the retirement of two founder members of the group, Drew 
Hamilton and Jane McKee and wished them well in their retirements. 
 
At Coleraine the CCG note ongoing issues with timetabling. Notwithstanding the 
guidelines there are ongoing concerns with clashes and appropriate teaching 
spaces, especially large teaching spaces. The group reaffirmed its support for the 
introduction of AB and CertHE qualifications. 
 
At Jordanstown the CCG note that scrutiny panels continue to run the day before the 
June and August Exam Boards and makes the Boards themselves more efficient. 
The June 2011 Progress and Award Board also saw the introduction of exam 
broadsheets being displayed electronically, rather than multiple sets of hard copies. 
 
Chief External Examiner’s Reports 
 
Magee:  Dr Paul Dudley’s (Oxford Brookes University) final report again provided a 
very positive report on the professional approach adopted, the adherence to policy 
and procedures and the fair and equitable standards in the assessment process. He 
again commended the work of the academic and administrative staff. Dr Dudley’s 
appointment terminated at the end of 2010/2011 
 
Coleraine: Prof Dermot Moran’s report identified many positive aspects at the 
Coleraine Campus. His report raised three issues for consideration: Prizes and 
Awards be noted on the broadsheet; Responses to Extenuating Circumstances be 
more consistent across the different subjects; Part-time pathways be made available, 
where possible. This was Prof Moran’s final year to be succeeded by Prof Patrick 
Crotty. 
 
Jordanstown: The Chief External Examiner, Prof. Phillip Thomas of the University of 
Cardiff in his third report, was very positive. He stated that all matters were 
conducted with due care and diligence and that special cases were given 
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appropriate consideration. He again commented on the detailed preparation before 
the Exam Board that allowed for the Board to run smoothly. He was particularly 
impressed by the level of familiarity Board members had with their students.  
 
Issues and activities 
 
Magee:  The Campus Co-ordinating Group (Magee) will continue with the working 
group to enhance the enrolment process. The CCG will discuss the appeals process, 
in particular the notification of outcomes.  
 
Coleraine:  The Campus Co-ordinating Group at Coleraine will concentrate efforts on 
improving the management of the timetabling issues. The group has discussed the 
future direction of combined provision noting the potential conflict between offering 
wide choice and maintaining poorly recruiting courses.  
 
Jordanstown: The Campus Co-ordinating Committee at Jordanstown have identified 
several priorities for 2010/11. The group will continue to review modular performance 
v’s single honours performance. The introduction and uptake of exit awards across 
combinations will be reviewed. The group will identify and nominate a new Chief 
External Examiner for 2012/13. 
 
 
 
 


