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Background 
Learning and Teaching Committee, at its October 2014 meeting (min 14.63 refers), 
agreed that VLE programme support areas would be used to host an appropriate 
sample of distinction level dissertations in order to provide access to exemplar 
dissertations for current students.  The exemplars would be available for a minimum 
period of 5 years; the sample size and period to be determined by the relevant 
Faculty/Course committee.   
 
The Committee also requested that the Library, in liaison with ADDL, would give 
further consideration to the implications of this decision for the continuation of the 
current requirement for the Library to provide access to paper copies of Distinction 
Level Dissertations for the purposes of wider dissemination and report back to the 
Committee on this matter*.  
 
In seeking to develop a sustainable solution to providing access to Master’s 
Dissertations in the Library, it is important to consider all potential options in the context 
of the Strategic Objectives of the Library Services Strategy and arrive at a solution 
which will: 
 

 Enhance the user experience 

 Accelerate the development of the digital Library and provide users with options 
to access information at a time, place and pace of their choosing to support 
flexible modes of study 

 
Current situation 
At present there is no digital archiving policy for Master’s Dissertations.  Distinction-
Level Dissertations, with a score of 70% or over, are submitted to the Library in hard 
copy.  In order to facilitate digital archiving a change in procedure will be necessary to 
achieve digital submission of the dissertation. An electronic deposit agreement similar 
to that used for Doctoral theses, would also be required. 

 
This could be achieved by: 
1. The submission of a digital copy to the Library. 
2. The submission of a digital copy to the Course Director. 
3. The creation of a digital copy of the dissertation by Library staff scanning a printed 
copy.  
 

                                            
* Professor Jędrzekewski reported that the Faculty of Arts considered that Distinction-level dissertations 
should be retained in perpetuity in certain subject areas where currency was not an issue. While, 
generally it was not necessary to keep hard copies, the Faculty and other faculties believed there to be 
a need for Distinction-level dissertations to be held electronically by the Library so that they were 
accessible to all discipline areas.   
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A shift from print to electronic submission and access for dissertations will also require 
Faculties to consider whether it is essential to continue to provide public access as 
articulated in the following regulation: 
 
Dissertations which achieve a final mark of 70% or above shall be made 
available for public access through the University Library 
 
Options for consideration 
 
Option 1 

 Explore the possibility of using the UIR to provide electronic access to 
Distinction Level Master’s Dissertations 

 
Discussions have taken place with Natalie Dallat, Administrative Manager, Research 
Office, to explore the possibility of hosting Master’s Dissertations within new and 
existing Data Management Systems such as the UIR.  Whilst the issue of storing 
Master’s Dissertations has not been considered in the context of the development of 
PURE, the new Research Information System, it has been agreed that the possibility 
of storing Master’s Dissertations in the UIR can be placed on the agenda for the next 
meeting of the OA/UIR Steering Group.  
 
A solution based on utilising existing systems such as Ulster’s ePrints research 
repository will offer a number of advantages.  
 
A dedicated web application that has single sign on from the VLE may be a more 
efficient solution to providing electronic access to dissertations. This is the solution 
currently used for linking to Library content from within the VLE, for example the 
Module Reading Lists. Life and Health Sciences currently have a dedicated web 
application for Master’s Dissertation Abstracts, which follows a similar model - 
http://campusone.ulster.ac.uk/abstracts/ 
 
Enhancements to ePrints could allow dissertations to be browsable and indexed, this 
would allow richer integration through deep linking from Blackboard as well as 
improved discoverability through the planned involvement of the Library’s subject 
teams in the creation and management of the metadata associated with the outputs 
stored in the UIR.  EPrints could also handle embargo periods and allow for various 
levels of access to either metadata or full text.  
 
Examples of dedicated web applications at other institutions include: 

 https://www.era.lib.ed.ac.uk/ 

 http://www2.le.ac.uk/library/find/theses 
 
EPrints is used elsewhere as a repository for Master’s Dissertations. Examples 
include: 

 http://etheses.bham.ac.uk/ 

 http://theses.gla.ac.uk/  

 http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/ 
 
  

http://campusone.ulster.ac.uk/abstracts/
https://www.era.lib.ed.ac.uk/
http://www2.le.ac.uk/library/find/theses
http://etheses.bham.ac.uk/
http://theses.gla.ac.uk/
http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/
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Option 2 

 The Library will  develop an online repository for Distinction Level 
Master’s Dissertations 

 
This represents the Library’s preferred model for the provision of electronic access to 
dissertations. 
 
It is anticipated that space could be made available on the Library server to store the 
small numbers of Distinction Level Master’s Dissertations that are submitted to the 
Library. 
 
There is capacity and competence in the Library staff team to deliver this added value 
service to Library users.  Library staff will take responsibility for uploading of 
dissertations and Faculty Subject Teams will be able to assign metadata to the 
dissertations as an aid to discovery.  The preferred model for access to this information 
would be available to currently registered staff and students via the University’s 
Central Authentication System. 
 
The development of a Digital Services Centre at Ulster and a proposal that the Digital 
Learning Sub-Committee will investigate an option to develop a central repository to 
accommodate the digital submission of student work, including assignments and 
dissertations could facilitate final version submission and distribution workflows to 
assist with achieving this outcome. 
 
 
Janet Peden 
University Librarian 
June 2015 
 
 


