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To consider the paper and, if agreed, recommend revisions to regulations to Senate. 
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Senate, at its meeting on 22 April 2015, noted a decision of the Academic 
Development and Enhancement Committee that the use of viva voce examinations in 
undergraduate and postgraduate courses as discretionary assessment tasks outside 
the validated course assessment processes be discontinued with immediate effect. 
 
ADEC noted that the Working Group reviewing this matter had noted the distinction 
between ‘presentations and oral examination’, which referred to forms of assessment 
that were a normal part of the assessment strategy for a module/course, and ‘viva 
voce examinations’, which were discretionary and used to determine results for 
individual candidates, either in exceptional circumstances as an alternative to the 
normal method of assessment.  The Working Group had noted that viva voce 
examinations were not currently used in undergraduate programmes. 
 
ADEC also agreed that courses/subjects might, if desired, continue to use 
discretionary interviews with selected candidates for benchmarking purposes, in order 
to allow external examiners an opportunity to assess the quality of students’ learning 
opportunities and experience.  It should be made clear to students that such interviews 
would not contribute to the final outcome for individual candidates and should, 
therefore, not be considered to be an element of the assessment process. 
 
The External Examiners’ Handbook and the Assessment Handbook will be updated to 
reflect these changes.  In addition, the Committee is asked to endorse the following 
revisions to Regulations and the Code of Practice for External Examining and 
recommend their approval to Senate. 
 
Regulations Governing Examinations in Programmes of Study 
 
Regulation 5d)/9d): The duties of [Course/Subject] External Examiners shall include: 
 
Replace: 
 
d) attendance with or without one or more internal examiners as determined by the 

[Course/Subject] Board of Examiners at viva voce examinations and oral 
examinations which are held at the discretion of the [Course/Subject] Board of 
Examiners. 

 
with: 
 
d) attendance with one or more internal examiners as determined by the 

[Course/Subject] Board of Examiners at oral examinations. 
 
In view of the moderation functions of external examiners the Committee should 
confirm that ‘or without’ should not be retained in the above clause.  (The detail of how 
external examiners might carry out moderation is not given in the Regulations; but 
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covered in the University’s Code of Practice for External Examining and the 
Handbook.) 
 
Code of Practice for External Examining 
 
Clause 11d (and 12c in respect of the Chief External Examiner): 
 
11 In order that Course and Subject External Examiners can fulfil their duties, the 

Course or Subject Director shall ensure that: 
 
 […] 
 
Replace: 
 

d) where a viva voce examination is held for some of the candidates, the 
principles for the selection of candidates and the form which the 
examination will take are agreed with the External Examiners; 

 
with: 
 

d) where at the discretion of the Board of Examiners it is agreed that interviews 
are held with selected candidates to assist External Examiners in judging 
the standards of assessment and the quality of student learning, the 
principles for the selection and the form of the interviews are discussed with 
the External Examiners in advance.  It should be made clear to students 
that such interviews are not part of the assessment process and will not 
contribute to their individual results.  External Examiners may choose to 
meet with groups of students.   

 
Award Regulations 
 
All award regulations (and individual course regulations) have the following standard 
clause under Examination and Assessment: 
 
‘at the discretion of the Board of Examiners, candidates may be required to attend a 
viva voce examination’. 
 
It is recommended that this clause be removed. 
 
The Academic Office templates have been updated.  Course/subject teams should 
update the regulations issued in course handbooks and/or advise current students that 
the clause does not operate and inform them of the possibility of discretionary 
interviews, if appropriate. 
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