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Introduction 
 
This composite report is based on the reports from Magee, Coleraine and 
Jordanstown campuses and takes the format followed in previous reports. Overall 
the modularised provision, procedures and processes are well settled and provide 
for a considerable body of students. In going forward, each campus is working 
through its own particular issues and challenges. It is clear however that the solution 
or management of these ongoing issues is best addressed in a spirit of cooperation 
and synergy rather than a rule based resolution. Combined programmes, under 
modular provision, are in a mature phase and while the processes test many 
guidelines and procedures concerning admission and deletion have proven the 
robustness of the regulations in managing, processing and taking students through 
to awards. 
 
Enrolments 
 
Enrolments are calculated somewhat differently and this report will use the official 
Programme Results Sheet – Programme Year Breakdown that drives the Combined 
Progress and Award Board (CPAB). In previous years Coleraine and Jordanstown 
only counted the year 1 intake for modularised programmes. Therefore comparing 
this year with last year’s numbers is not an accurate reflection of the increase that it 
appears. 
 
Magee:  In 2012/13 there were a total of 245 enrolments on the Combined Studies 
programme at the Magee campus.  This number is down from 272 last year and 350 
the previous year. Previously demand fluctuated around the 300 mark for 
modularised programmes at Magee and while it still remains an attractive option for 
students to the campus the number of options has been rationalised year on year. 
Students have availed of the opportunity to choose from the wide range of subject 
combinations on offer, with 56 different subject combinations now attracting 
enrolments. Previously there were 77 options.  
 
Coleraine: The number of students enrolled at Coleraine on modularised courses 
was 624 (up slightly from 573). Students have a wide choice of subject combinations 
to choose from and the modularised programmes remain very popular. Arts related 
combinations account for the majority of students, closely followed by combinations 
within the Ulster Business School.  
 
Jordanstown: In 2012/13 the total intake at Jordanstown for modularised courses 
was 450 students across 24 subject combinations (up from 237). Sociology with 
Criminology and Communication with Counselling continue to be the most popular 
combinations. 
 



Total number of students enrolled on Combined Studies Programmes across all 
campuses is therefore 1319 students (1082 previous year). While there are 
fluctuations year on year between campuses and courses the overall numbers are 
reasonably consistent. 
 
Subject Combinations 
 
Magee: During the year three new combinations were approved. Drama with 
Sociology, Sociology with Drama and Irish with Computing.  
  
Coleraine:  Irish History joined Coleraine as a new subject in 2012/13 and was 
offered in combination with Education, English and Geography.  
 
Jordanstown: After the rationalisation of offerings in 2010/2011 the combinations 
were reviewed early in 2012/13 and considered to be appropriate and viable, hence 
no changes were made in this reporting year.  
   
Major Issues and Activities 
 
The major activity of the period was the review carried out by a University Working 
Group into the Modular Scheme for Combined Honours Degrees. The outcome was 
that the Modularised provision is working well and that any issues are ones of local 
management and logistics mainly around managing timetabling issues. The system 
was firmly bedded into the mainstream of course provision and was working 
smoothly. 
 
At Magee the working group set up to improve the student experience at registration 
for those on Modularised Programmes has proved very successful. It still needs to 
be coordinated carefully year on year. The group includes subject directors, registry 
office and faculty administration and were able to identify preregistration issues.  
 
At Coleraine the CCG continues to support the introduction of AB and CertHE 
awards subjects to ensure parity for students on modularised programmes.  
 
At Jordanstown the CCG note that scrutiny panels continue to run the day before the 
June and August Exam Boards and makes the Boards themselves more efficient.  
The subject teams are to be congratulated on their readiness for the CPAB which 
was again commented on by the Chief External Examiner. 
 
Chief External Examiner’s Reports 
 
Magee: Professor John Pollard (Trinity Hall, Cambridge) provided his second report 
which was very complimentary, with no issues recorded. 
 
Coleraine: Professor Patrick Crotty (University of Aberdeen) in his first report was 
very positive about the administration and conduct of the proceedings. He did raise 
the issue of a number of students with borderline marks and recommended the 
avoidance of marking practices which encourage such results. 
 
Jordanstown:  The June 2013 Campus Progress and Award Board was attended by 
the new Chief External Examiner for the Jordanstown Campus: 

2 
 



Professor Ray Wilkinson, University of Sheffield, who commented very positively on 
the procedures and conduct of the board. 
 
Issues and activities 
 
Magee:  The Campus Co-ordinating Group (Magee) will continue to enhance the 
enrolment process.   
 
Coleraine:  The Campus Co-ordinating Group at Coleraine will continue to develop 
marketing materials for the combined programmes and plans within the next year to 
work more effectively to coordinate student induction for those on Combined 
Programmes  
 
Jordanstown: The Campus Coordinating Committee at Jordanstown plan the 
following for 2013/14: Explore new combinations; Continue to review enrolment 
numbers on combinations and to compare performance across single/major/minor 
cohorts on specific modules; Address the recommendation of the Review Working 
Group that, “those Faculties which did not offer exit awards in their modular 
programmes give serious consideration to providing them.”  
 
 
 
LMcC 
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