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VARIATIONS AND DEPARTURES FROM THE UNIVERSITY’S REGULATORY 
FRAMEWORK 
 
The following provision within Subject Unit 22A1: Nursing (Pre-registration) was 
revalidated on 29 March 2012: 
 
BSc Hons Nursing (Adult) (FT) (ME) 
BSc Hons Nursing (Mental Health (FT) (ME). 
 
The Faculty wishes to request departures from the University’s Regulatory 
Framework in relation to  
 
(i) Titles of Exit Awards 
(ii) Accreditation of Prior Learning. 
 
TITLES OF EXIT AWARDS 
 
At the revalidation, a number of exit awards were introduced, namely the Certificate 
of Higher Education (CertHE) in Health Care, Associate Bachelor’s (AB) Degree in 
Health Care and BSc Hons Health Care.  The BSc Hons Health Care was proposed 
for students who achieve success in academic work throughout the programme but 
who do not achieve competence in their final progression point assessment in 
placement.  Students exiting with any of these exit awards will not be eligible for 
professional registration. 
 
At its meeting in October 2012, the Teaching and Learning Committee agreed that 
titles of exit awards should mirror that of the primary degree and that any variation 
therefore required consideration by the Committee. 
 
Faculty’s Case 
 
The report Frontline Care: Report by the Prime Minister’s Commission on the Future 
of Nursing and Midwifery in England (2010) recommends that, to ensure public 
protection and allay confusion about roles, titles and responsibilities, urgent steps 
must be taken to protect the title ‘nurse’ and limit its use to nurses registered by the 
Nursing and Midwifery Council.  Therefore, in the interest of protecting the public, the 
Course Planning Team have only included the title ‘Nurse’ in those programmes 
leading to an award that confers eligibility to apply for professional registration as a 
nurse.  Accordingly, each exit award in this programme of study has been titled 
‘Health Care’ in order to protect the BSc Hons Nursing title. 
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ACCREDITATION OF PRIOR LEARNING (APL) 
 
The University’s regulations for Honours Degrees state: 
 
“Studies pursued and examinations passed in respect of other qualifications 
awarded by the University or by another university or other educational institution, or 
evidence from the accreditation of prior experiential learning, may be accepted as 
exempting candidates from part of an approved programme provided that they shall 
register as students of the University for modules amounting to at least the final 
third of the credit value of the award at the highest level.” 
 
Faculty’s Case 
 
The BSc Hons Nursing programme has been designed in accordance with the 
Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC) (2010) specification that APL up to a 
maximum of 50% of the programme may be permitted.  This is a departure from the 
University of Ulster regulations that permit exemptions up to two-thirds of the credit 
value.  However, all students studying on the BSc Hons Nursing programme will 
meet the University’s requirements of registering for modules amounting to at least 
the final third of the credit value of the award at the highest level, ie 120 credits at 
Level 6 in final year. 
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