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MEETINGS OF BOARDS OF EXAMINERS BY VIDEOCONFERENCING  
 
In October 2017 the Affiliate College Executive Board for QAHE asked whether 
videoconference would be a possibility for boards of examiners in the future.  It was 
agreed that this matter should be discussed by ASQEC. 
 
The Teaching and Learning Committee last discussed this matter in 2011 in the 
context of a specific request from a Faculty to hold a Board for a fully online course 
by videoconference. While the Faculty’s request related to the particular course, the 
Committee was asked to consider the general principle of holding Boards of 
Examiners by videoconference (min 11.45 refers).   

 
The Teaching and Learning Committee noted that current University policy expected 
face-to-face meetings of Boards of Examiners (on a single campus) and required 
attendance of externals at meetings when results which contributed to final 
classification were being considered.  The use of video link was, however, permitted 
as a one-off alternative arrangement in emergency situations.  
 
The Faculty had identified difficulties in travel for past and current external examiners 
and believed that a permanent arrangement for video-linked Boards in this course 
would be an efficient use of time and resources. The course had a small number of 
students, and samples of work were sent in advance for moderation. It was noted 
that there were no technical difficulties. 
 
The Committee noted that this was the first instance where a Faculty had sought to 
conduct a Board permanently by videoconference, even though the University had a 
number of courses which were entirely delivered in distance-learning mode.  The 
Committee noted the desirability of encouraging full engagement and participation by 
external examiners during visits to the University and that a small number seemed to 
wish to keep to a minimum time spent on campus.  Whilst technological advances 
might make a videoconference Board workable for a small course, it was generally 
felt that this would not be feasible for more sizeable cohorts nor for a number of 
Boards meeting at the same time.   
 
It was agreed that: 

 
i) the request to hold the Board of Examiners for PgCert/Dip/MSc Social 

Research Skills with Specialisms by videoconference be approved; 
 
ii) the current policy be re-affirmed, but that the Pro-Vice-Chancellor 

responsible be authorised to consider and approve as exceptions requests 
from Faculties to depart from University policy. 

 
Members are asked to consider whether there should be any change to current 
practice. 
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