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Senate Discussion 
 
Senate was asked to note that the requirement to provide assessment rubrics for all 
modules in validation documentation is to be removed.   This matter had been the 
subject of considerable discussion at ASQEC and was discussed by members.  There 
remained a commitment by all to the importance of rubrics and a recognition that there 
a lack of rubric literacy in some areas.  Senate members, however, disagreed on the 
best method of embedding rubrics further and did not agree to the removal of the 
requirement. 
 
Professor Turner outlined the proposal to remove the requirement for assessment 
rubrics in validation documentation as this has led to box-ticking approaches.  He 
proposed that efforts to improve the use of rubrics would instead concentrate on quality 
enhancement processes in an annual cycle to develop understanding and would be 
linked to workload management and would, in future, move to co-design with students. 
 
The Chair, however, argued that the absolute requirement should be retained, 
accepting that there might not always be perfection in either understanding or 
development.  Rubrics are an essential element in effective curriculum design and 
therefore cannot be omitted or separated from this process.  Removal of the 
requirement would not lead to improvements. 
 
All members agreed on the importance of retaining the momentum in this area.  
Professor Murphy suggested that there might be a middle-ground option and that he 
would take these views and options back to ASQEC and revert to Senate for final 
approval and, if required, a vote would be held on the options available.  Members 
asked that the ASQEC paper be circulated to aid members’ deliberations.  
 
(Extract from min 21.23 from the unreserved minutes of Senate 21 April 2021) 


