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Annex K: Output glossary and collection formats for REF2  
and REF3 

1.	 An underpinning principle of the REF is that all forms of research output will be assessed 
on a fair and equal basis. Sub-panels will not regard any particular form of output as of 
greater or lesser quality than another per se. 

2.	 All research outputs must meet the definition of research for the REF. For the purposes 
of the REF, research is defined as ‘a process of investigation leading to new insights, 
effectively shared’. Please see Annex C for further detail.

3.	 All submissions should provide sufficient information to allow a sub-panel to 
understand the research process, the research insights, and the time and manner of 
dissemination. Often this will be evident within the materials submitted, requiring no 
further information. However, where this is not evident within the submission, this may be 
supplemented by an up to 300-word statement or supporting evidence. See ‘Panel criteria’, 
Annex B, for a summary of the additional information requirements for outputs.

4.	 The table below sets out categories of output types under which outputs will be 
submitted in REF 2021, the collection formats for the different output types, and a broad 
definition of each category. This includes examples, which are provided for guidance only 
and do not represent a definitive list. 
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