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® Overall, GPs in NI prescribéd enough antidepressants to give every

member of the population a 27-day supply; the same statistics for

England and Wales were 10 days and 19 days respectively.




1ore tablets

: s in prescription rates
across the U Ut ‘between October and
December 2012/13, rates varied from 71 items per 1,000
people in NHS Brent, to 331 items per 1,000 people in NHS
Blackpool. Generally, there were lower levels of prescribing in
London, and higher rates in the North East.
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* Of the GPs surveyec hey would prescribe antidepressants

less frequently if other options were available to them.
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® _This information will be available at the individual level but will be analysed at the level of small

geographical areas, or Output Areas (OAs). There are 5022 OAs in NI and these were designed
o have similar population sizes of around 125 households and 350 people. Results will be

mapped using the boundary information available from the Northern Ireland Statistical Agency.
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but also at th will be moderated by

geographical location | a stronger association with

prescribing rates in rural areas compared’ro more densely populated areas). The
Northern Ireland Multiple Deprivation Measure (NIMDM) will also be used in this phase
s a predictor and also as a statistical control variable to assist in isolating the effect

of the other risk factors.
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