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UNIVERSITY OF ULSTER Paper No ASQEC/18/3 
 
ACADEMIC STANDARDS AND QUALITY ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE 
14 March 2018 Agenda Item 6 
 
Request to accept the INTO English Language Assessment Examination as 
proof of competency in English language. 
 
Executive Summary 
This paper presents the findings of a request to accept the INTO English Language 
Assessment (IELA) as proof of competency in Academic English. 
 
The Committee is asked to consider this paper and agree the recommendation that 
the IELA is an acceptable English language qualification for entry to our degree 
courses in lieu of a UKVI Secure English Language Test (SELT). 
 
 
Background 
In an effort to increase the number of international students studying at Ulster 
University, the International Admissions Service (IAS) is seeking ways to eliminate 
barriers for international applicants by reviewing and extending the range of 
acceptable academic and/or English language (EL) qualifications.   
 
The Committee is asked to consider the method of English language assessment of 
Pathway students from the INTO London World Education Centre WEC.  
 
 
The INTO IELA 
The INTO English Language Assessment (IELA) test is a method of assessing English 
language performance of pathway students. The test is designed and assessed by 
Cambridge Assessment English and is benchmarked against the CEFR levels and 
IELTS scores.  
 
The IELA tests the four basic skills: 
 

 Listening is tested through multiple choice questions based on either short 

conversations or monologues to test detail and comprehension, or on extended 

speech to test detail and inference.   

 Reading is tested through multiple choice questions based on texts of various length 

to test detailed and global understanding.  Within the same test language knowledge 

is tested through multiple choice and open gap filling to test a range of grammar and 

vocabulary.  

 Writing is tested through an essay of 250+ words which considers various aspects of 

a given issue.  This test lasts for approximately 40 minutes. 

 Speaking is tested through general interaction giving personal information, describing 

and comparing two pictures, responding to a series of questions on a given theme and 

organising an extended opinion/argument.  This test lasts for approximately 15 

minutes. 

 
Ref: Summary Document for Affiliate Institutions 
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Interpreting IELA scores 

Scores on the Cambridge English Scale are generated for each individual subskill and an 

overall CEFR score is provided on the certificate. These scores are mapped against the CEFR 

descriptors and can be provided with an IELTS equivalent using the following converter. 

http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/scale-score-converter/ 

 

Appendix 1 gives an explanation of the grade/band descriptors for the 4 components of the 

test:  listening; reading; writing and speaking. 

 

IELA-IELTS Equivalents 

IELA (Using Cambridge 
English Scale) 

IELTS 

162-168 5.5 

169-175 6 

176-184 6.5 

185 7 

 

To ensure test validity and reliability, scores are indicated up to a maximum of 185 points, with 

any score above that being shown as 185+ or IELTS 7 and above. 

 

 

Mapping on to the Common European Framework:  

IELA scores map on to the CEFR as described by the Council of Europe: 

http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/linguistic/Cadre1_en.asp   

 
Benchmarking against other HEIs 
Appendix 2 lists a number of UK universities that accept the IELA in lieu of a  UKVI 
Secure English Language Test (SELT) as proof of competency in Academic English.  
These HEIs include QUB, University of Exeter, University of Manchester and 
University of Glasgow.   
 
 
Method of internal assessment 
The Academic Coordinator for the Centre for English Language Teaching (CELT), 
liaised with INTO regarding test delivery and security.  This involved reviewing the 
IELA Test User Manual, Invigilator Checklist and IELA test security documentation.  
The Coordinator for CELT is satisfied that test delivery and security is robust and 
reflective of good practice within English language assessments. 
 
Listening, Reading and Writing undergo automated marking and the speaking test is  
computer based.  CELT has some concerns about using automated assessment for 
productive skills and would like to keep this aspect under review.  
 
  

http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/scale-score-converter/
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/linguistic/Cadre1_en.asp
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Recommendation 
It is recommended that Ulster accept the INTO IELA as an indicator of English 
language competency that can be used in lieu of a UKVI SELT but review the progress 
of any students who join Ulster via the IELA test at the end of the first year. 
 
The recommended competency scores equivalent to IELTS are: 
 
 

IELTS requirement Recommended IELA equivalent 
IELTS equivalent 6.0 with no band score below 
5.5 

 

IELA 169 overall, minimum 162 in sub-skills. 
 

IELTS equivalent 6.5 with no band score below 
6.0 

 

IELA 176 overall ,minimum 169 in sub-skills. 
 

IELTS equivalent 6.5 with no band score below 
6.5  
 

IELA 176 overall, minimum 176 in sub-skills. 
 

IELTS equivalent 7.0 with no band score 
below 7.0  
 

IELA 185 overall, minimum 185 in sub-skills. 
 

 
 
 
 
February 2018 
Claire Caldwell, International Admissions Manager 
Paul Morgan, Academic Coordinator, Centre for English Language Teaching 
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APPENDIX 1 
 

Appendix 1: Grade/Band Descriptors 

‘Can Do’ Statements for Listening Test 

 

 
CEFR  

Cambridge 
Scale  
(IELA 
Score) 

 'Can Do' Statements 

 
A1 

 
100-119 

I can recognise familiar words and phrases, concerning 
myself, my family and immediate concrete surroundings when 
people speak slowly and clearly.  

 
 
A 2 

 
 
120-141 

I can understand phrases and the highest frequency 
vocabulary related to areas of most immediate personal 
relevance, e.g. very basic personal and family situation, 
shopping etc.  I can catch the main point in clear, short and 
simple messages and communication      

 
 
B1 

 
 
140 - 161 

I can understand the main points of clear, standard speech on 
familiar matters encountered in school, work, leisure etc.  I can 
understand the main point in many radio and TV programmes 
on current affairs, or topics of personal and professional 
interest when the delivery is relatively slow and clear  

 
 
B2 

 
 
162-184 

I can understand extended speech and lectures and follow 
even complex lines of argument provided the topic is relatively 
familiar.  I can understand most news and current affairs 
programmes and the majority of films in standard dialect. 

 
 
C1   

 
 
 
 
185+ 

I can understand extended speech even when it is not clearly 
structured and when relationships are only implied and not 
signalled explicitly.  I can understand TV and films without 
considerable effort. 

 
 
C2 

I have no difficulty in understanding any kind of spoken 
language, whether live or broadcast, even when delivered at 
fast native speed, provided I have some time to get 
accustomed to the accent. 
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‘Can Do’ Statements for Reading Test 

 

 
CEFR  

Cambridge 
Scale  
(IELA 
Score) 

 'Can Do' Statements 

 
A1 

 
100-119 

 
I can understand familiar names, words and very simple 
sentences, for example on notices and posters or in 
catalogues 

 
 
A 2 

 
 
120-141 

 
I can read very short, simple texts.  I can find specific 
predictable information in simple everyday material such as 
advertisements, prospectuses, menus and timetables and I 
can understand short simple personal letters. 

 
 
B1 

 
 
140 - 161 

 
I can understand texts that consists mainly of high frequency 
every-day or job-related language.  I can understand the 
description of events, feelings and wishes in personal letters. 

 
B2 

 
162-184 

 
I can read articles and reports concerned with contemporary 
problems in which the writers adopt particular attitudes or 
viewpoints.  I can understand contemporary literary prose. 

 
 
C1 

 
 
 
 
185+ 

 
I can understand long and complex factual and literary texts, 
appreciating distinctions of style.  I can understand specialised 
articles and longer technical instructions, even when they do 
not relate to my field. 

 
 
C2 

 
I can read with ease virtually all forms of the written language, 
including abstract, structurally or linguistically complex texts 
such as manuals, specialised articles and literary works. 
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Mark Scheme for Writing Test 
 

CEFR  Cambridge 
Scale  
(IELA 
Score) 

Descriptors 

A1 

 
 
 
 
 
100-119 

Minimal command of the written language: 
- Part of the task may be realised but key points in rubric 

may be omitted. There may be intrusive irrelevance. 
Text is seriously under length (see task rubric). Text 
could have a highly negative effect on the target reader.  

- Some evidence of a very limited range of language but 
it is inadequate for the task topics. Some evidence of a 
limited ability to produce accurate simple language but 
inaccuracies of grammar and vocabulary prevent 
communication of the message.  

- Text organised at sentence or phrase level. Awareness 
of appropriate format not apparent. 

A 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
120-141 
 
 
 

Basic command of the written language: 
- Part of the task is realised but key points in rubric may 

be omitted. There may be intrusive irrelevance. Text is 
under length (see task rubric). Text could have a 
negative effect on the target reader.  

- The range of language used is adequate for some very 
simple, familiar topics but inadequate for wider topics in 
the task. Produces some accurate simple language; no 
accurate complex language. The frequent inaccuracies 
of grammar and vocabulary impede communication of 
the message.  

- Text organised at sentence level. Awareness of 
appropriate format may not be apparent. 

B1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
140 - 161 

Limited but effective command of the written language: 
- Parts of task realised but one key point in rubric may be 

omitted. There may be intrusive irrelevance. Text may 
be under length (see task rubric). Text may not have a 
positive effect on the target reader.  

- An adequate range of language is used to complete the 
task. Produces some accurate language although there 
are some inaccuracies of grammar and vocabulary 
which do not impede communication of the message.  

- Text simple and logically sequenced. Format may be 
inappropriate to task. 

B2 

 
 
 
 
 
162-184 

Generally effective command of the written language:  
- Task realised; all key points in rubric covered; no 

intrusive irrelevance. Minimum text length (see task 
rubric) achieved. Effect of the text on the target reader 
is likely to be positive.  

- An adequate range of language is used to complete the 
task. Produces some accurate language although there 
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are some inaccuracies of grammar and vocabulary 
which do not impede communication of the message.  

- Text suitably organized but may have some minor 
incoherence. Format generally appropriate to task. 

C1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
185+ 

Good operational command of the written language: 
- Task fully realised; all key points in rubric covered; no 

intrusive irrelevance. Minimum text length (see task 
rubric) achieved. Text would have a positive effect on 
the target reader.  

- A wide range of appropriate language is used to 
complete the task. Generally produces accurate 
language although occasional inaccuracies of grammar 
or vocabulary may occur. 

- Text well organised and cohesive. Format appropriate 
to task. 

C2 

Fully operational command of the written language: 
- Task fully realised; all key points in rubric covered and 

developed as appropriate; no intrusive irrelevance. 
Minimum text length (see task rubric) achieved. Text 
would have a highly positive effect on the target reader.  

- A wide range of appropriate language is used 
effectively to complete the task. Consistently produces 
highly accurate language although rare inaccuracies of 
grammar or vocabulary may occur.  

- Text appropriately complex, effectively organised and 
cohesive. Format appropriate to task. 
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Mark Scheme for Speaking  

CEFR  Cambridge 
Scale  
(IELA 
Score) 

Descriptors 

A1 

 
 
 
 
 
100-119 

Minimal command of the spoken language: 
- Utterances may be limited to single words.  
- The range of language is limited and inadequate to 

complete the tasks. Some accurate language but 
frequent inaccuracies may mean the message is not 
communicated. 

- Pronunciation of single words may be intelligible but L1 
features may cause excessive strain to a listener; no 
attempt is made to use aspects of stress, rhythm and 
intonation to express meaning.  

- Hesitation is excessive; use of the allowed response 
time is generally inadequate. 

A 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
120-141 
 

Basic command of the spoken language: 
- No extended discourse. 
- The range of language is sufficient to respond to simple 

prompts but not to complete complex tasks. Some 
utterances (single words or short phrases) may be 
accurate but inaccuracies in grammar and vocabulary 
limit achievement of the tasks and restrict coherence 
and communication of ideas. 

- Pronunciation of single words may be intelligible but L1 
features may make understanding difficult; little attempt 
is made to use aspects of stress, rhythm and intonation 
to express meaning.  

- Hesitation is excessive; use of the allowed response 
time is adequate on only a few occasions. 

 

B1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
140 - 161 

Limited but effective command of the spoken language: 
- Able to express simple ideas; little extended discourse; 

some incoherence.  
- The range of grammar and vocabulary used is sufficient 

to complete tasks in a limited way. Some language in 
simple utterances is accurate but basic inaccuracies 
may impede communication of ideas and achievement 
of the tasks.  

- Pronunciation can generally be understood but L1 
features may cause strain; an attempt is made to use 
aspects of stress, rhythm and intonation to express 
meaning.  

- Hesitation may demand patience of the listener; use of 
the allowed response time may not always be 
adequate. 
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B2 

 
 
 
 
162-184 

Generally effective command of the spoken language:   
- Able to express simple ideas and makes some attempt 

to express complex ideas; mostly coherent, with some 
extended discourse.  

- There is an adequate range of grammar and vocabulary 
which is sufficiently accurate to deal with the tasks.  

- Pronunciation can generally be understood; stress, 
rhythm and intonation are used to express meaning 
adequately.  

- May be some hesitation while searching for language; 
generally makes adequate use of the allowed response 
time. 

C1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
185+ 

Good operational command of the spoken language: 
- Able to express simple and complex ideas; generally 

extends discourse coherently.  
- Generally, displays wide range and accurate use of 

grammar and vocabulary. 
- Pronunciation is easy to understand; stress, rhythm and 

intonation are used to express meaning well.  
- Generally responds promptly, with only natural 

hesitation; generally makes good use of the allowed 
response time. 

C2 

Fully operational command of the spoken language: 
- Able to express both simple and complex ideas with 

ease; coherent extended discourse.  
- Consistently, displays wide range and accurate use of 

grammar and vocabulary.  
- Pronunciation is easy to understand; stress, rhythm and 

intonation are used to express meaning effectively.  
- Responds promptly with only natural hesitation; makes 

effective use of the allowed response time. 
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APPENDIX 2 
 
The table below shows the IELA grades which INTO’s partner University’s ask for entry 
to their Business Schools at Undergraduate and Postgraduate level.  
 

Partner 
UG BUSINESS SCHOOL EXAMPLE 

UG IELTS Requirement for Business 
School 

IELA Equivalent (Standard Cambridge 
English Scaling) 

Exeter at least 7.0 overall and no less than 6.0 
in any other section 185 overall, Min 169 in sub-skills 

City 
6.5 with a minimum of 6 in any unit 176 overall, Min 169 in sub-skills 

GCU IELTS score of 6.0 (or equivalent) with 
no element below 5.5. 169 overall, Min 162 in sub-skills 

UOG 
IELTS 6.0 with no element below 5.5 169 overall, Min 162 in sub-skills 

Manchester 6.5 overall, with no less than 6 in any 
component 176 overall, Min 169 in sub-skills 

MMU 
IELTS 6.0 with no element below 5.5 169 overall, Min 162 in sub-skills 

Newcastle IELTS 6.5 overall (with a minimum of 
6.0 in all sub-skills) 176 overall, Min 169 in sub-skills 

NUL IELTS 6.5 overall (with a minimum of 
6.0 in all sub-skills) 176 overall, Min 169 in sub-skills 

QUB IELTS score of 6.5 with a minimum of 
5.5  176 overall, Min 162 in sub-skills 

Stirling IELTS: 6.0 with 5.5 minimum in each 
skill 169 overall, Min 162 in sub-skills 

UEA IELTS: 6.5 overall (minimum 5.5 in any 
component) 176 overall, Min 162 in sub-skills 
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Partner 
PG BUSINESS SCHOOL EXAMPLE 

PG IELTS Requirement for Business 
School 

IELA Equivalent (Standard Cambridge 
English Scaling) 

Exeter IELTS level is an average of 7.0 with no 
less than 6.0 in any other section. 185 overall, Min 169 in sub-skills 

City 

IELTS level is an average of 7.0 with a 
minimum of 6.5 in the writing section 
and no less than 6.0 in any other 
section. 

185 overall, Min 169 in sub-skills & 
Min 176 in Writing 

GCU IELTS score of 6.0 (or equivalent) with 
no element below 5.5. 169 overall, Min 162 in sub-skills 

UOG  IELTS 6.5 overall (no less than 6.0 in 
writing and 5.5 in any other band)  

176 overall, Min 162 in sub-skills & 
Min 169 in Writing 

Manchester 7.0 overall with speaking and writing 
6.5 and no other element below 6.0 

185 overall, Min 169 in sub-skills & 
Min 176 in Writing & Speaking 

MMU 
IELTS 6.5 with no element below 5.5 176 overall, Min 162 in sub-skills 

Newcastle IELTS 6.5 overall (with a minimum of 
6.0 in all sub-skills) 176 overall, Min 169 in sub-skills 

NUL IELTS 6.5 overall (with a minimum of 
6.0 in all sub-skills) 176 overall, Min 169 in sub-skills 

QUB IELTS score of 6.5, with not less than 
5.5 in any component 176 overall, Min 162 in sub-skills 

Stirling IELTS: 6.5 with 5.5 minimum in each 
skill 176 overall, Min 162 in sub-skills 

UEA IELTS: 6.5 with a minimum of 6.0 in all 
components 176 overall, Min 169 in sub-skills 

 
 
 


