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UNIVERSITY OF ULSTER 
 
TEACHING AND LEARNING COMMITTEE 
20 June 2012 
 
FACULTY OF ART, DESIGN AND THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT 
 
REQUEST TO AMEND MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 28 MARCH 2012 
 
VARIATIONS AND DEPARTURES FROM THE UNIVERSITY’S REGULATORY  
FRAMEWORK  
REF: Min 12.27 MFA Art in Public (Subject Unit 2Ba) and MFA Multidisciplinary 
Design (Subject Unit 2Bb)  
 
The Teaching and Learning Committee at its meeting on 28th March 2012; received 
a case from the Faculty for a number of variations arising from the restructuring of 
these courses. The two MA programmes were revised to mirror the Master of Fine 
Art course structure and to clearly reflect these are taught masters programmes by 
practice. The change from 180 to 240 credit points was primarily to facilitate a more 
sustained period of study on the final module ‘Public Output’ or ‘Masters project’ 
 
There are two points in minute 12.27 of the meeting 28 March 2012 which do not 
concur with the Faculty viewpoint. 
 

1. Resit opportunity 120 credit Public Output/Masters Project module.  

The Faculty was not required to bring a case regarding this 120 credit module in the 
MFA Fine Art programme to TLC for consideration.  The report for the meeting of the 
revalidation panel (Subject Unit 2Ba Fine Art) included an Academic Office note that 
stated ‘course regulations will be modified to allow failure and resubmission in this 
module, as is standard in Masters programmes. 
 
The Faculty requests the sentence ‘a case had not however been brought to 
the Committee for consideration’ is removed from the minute.  
 

2. Part time students – Public Output/project module extending over two 
academic years. 

The Faculty understanding is contrary to what is stated in the minute. At the TLC 
committee it was requested that P/T students register for the first 60 credits of the 
module and receive at the end of academic year an interim review and formative 
assessment on work produced at that point. Students would then register for the final 
60 points and receive the final summative assessment at the end of the second year 
for the 120 credit module; it was not envisaged that this process should impede the 
flow and development of student work. The decision was also made to facilitate the 
payment of student fees. There was no request or discussion to split the module into 
two 60 credit point modules. 
 
The Faculty requests the sentence ‘The Chair suggested that the re-
configuration of this module in the part-time programme, for example as two 
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60 credit modules possibly with a pass/fail grading at the end of the first 
module, would allow continuity of studies’ is removed from the minute.  
 
The Faculty consulted the Deputy Director (Student Admin & Registry) for guidance 
on how to register students for 60 credits of a 120 credit module. The Deputy 
Director and Examinations Office have confirmed a 120 credit module cannot be split 
into two components. Therefore part time students will be required to register for the 
full 120 credits at the start of the module (payment will be spread over one year). At 
the end of the academic year a progress board will be held in June, the part time 
students will be coded P9 (Proceed to next academic year. No fee due. Masters 
Courses only), this code will allow the students to continue and complete their 
studies the following academic year.  
 
The Faculty is requesting that the proposal for the project module in the part 
time mode of the degrees to extend across two academic years be approved.  
 
 
Dr Denise Gray 
Faculty Teaching and Learning Coordinator 
12th June 2012 


