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Acronyms and Skills Classifications 
Acronyms 

Acronym Full title 

NQF National Qualification Framework 

NI Northern Ireland 

DfE Department for the Economy 

UUEPC Ulster University Economic Policy Centre 

FE Further Education  

HE Higher Education 

SSA Sector Subject Area 

JACS Joint Academic Coding System 

HEI Higher Education Institution 

MaSN Maximum Student Numbers 

GB Great Britain  

NINo National Insurance Number 

SIC Standard Industrial Classification 

SOC Standard Occupational Classification 

CAGR Compound Annual Growth Rate 

NISRA Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency 

DWP Department for Work and Pensions 

 
 
National Qualification Framework (NQF) Skills Classification 

 
  

NQF level Description

Level 8 PhD (or equivalent)

Level 7 Masters (or equivalent)

Level 6 Undergraduate degree (or equivalent)

Level 4-5 Foundation degree/HND/HNC (or equivalent)

Level 3 A-level (or equivalent)

Level 2 5 GCSEs A*-C (or equivalent)

Level 1 5 GCSEs D-G (or equivalent)

Level 0 Below NQF level 1/no qualifications
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