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Background 
Following completion of the review and revision of Plagiarism Policy and Procedures 
by the Working Group (paper no. TLC/12/12a; min 12.56 refers), a member of 
academic staff sought clarification of the phrase ‘previously published’ in the 
definition below. In particular, it was asked if this meant published in the formal 
sense, in the public domain.  This followed an instance of suspected plagiarism by 
an MSc student where the student had included large sections of their final year 
undergraduate project in their MSc dissertation. 
Definition of plagiarism 
The University’s definition of plagiarism makes explicit that copying from texts or web 
or other sources and copying work from other students constitutes plagiarism.  It 
reads: 
 Plagiarism is the act of taking or copying someone else’s work, including 

another student’s, and presenting it as if it were one’s own.  Plagiarism is said 
to occur when ideas, texts, theories, data, created artistic artefacts or other 
material are presented without acknowledgement so that the person 
considering this work is given the impression that what they have before them 
is the student’s own original work when it is not.  Plagiarism also occurs where 
a student’s own previously published work is re-presented without being 
properly referenced.  Plagiarism is a form of cheating and is a disciplinary 
offence. 

Staff anticipated the student claiming in defence that they had not plagiarised their 
earlier work as it had not been published (in the public domain).        
It is certainly the intention that ‘published’ in this context should not be taken to mean 
in the public domain but rather than have the potential for misinterpretation it is 
herewith proposed to remove ‘previously published’ from the definition such that it 
reads more simply as, ‘ a student’s own work’. 
Proposed amended definition 

Plagiarism is the act of taking or copying someone else’s work, including 
another student’s, and presenting it as if it were one’s own.  Plagiarism is said 
to occur when ideas, texts, theories, data, created artistic artefacts or other 
material are presented without acknowledgement so that the person 
considering this work is given the impression that what they have before them 
is the student’s own original work when it is not.  Plagiarism also occurs where 
a student’s own work is re-presented without being properly referenced.  
Plagiarism is a form of cheating and is a disciplinary offence. 
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