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UNIVERSITY OF ULSTER 
 
TEACHING AND LEARNING COMMITTEE 
17 October 2012 
 
VARIATIONS AND DEPARTURES FROM THE UNIVERSITY’S REGULATORY 
FRAMEWORK 
 
BSc Hons Nursing Science at Dr Soliman Fakeeh College of Nursing and 
Medical Sciences, Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
 
The Faculty requests departures from the University’s Regulatory Framework in 
relation to: 
 
(i) The required minimum English Language standard for entry to University 

programmes. 
(ii) Progression between semesters. 
 
 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE STANDARD 
 
The standard minimum English language requirement for entry to University 
programmes is set at IELTS 6.0 (with no contributing band at less than 5.5).  
Approval has already been granted for students with a lower English language 
standard (4.0) to be permitted onto this programme on the basis that such students 
achieve a standard of IELTS 6.0 prior to progression to semester 1 of Year 3 of the 
four-year programme, ie before commencing Level 5. 
 
The course includes four modules of English Language, three in Year 1 (a Level 3 
year) and one in semester 1 of Year 2 (at Level 4).  The Faculty has now 
restructured the course so that one English module is taken in each semester in 
Years 1 and 2 (two at Level 3 and two at Level 4).   
 
The Faculty proposes to change the requirement for demonstration of achievement 
of IELTS 6.0 to the end of, instead of prior to commencing, semester 1 of Year 3.  
The Faculty’s rationale for this proposal is that it will take until the end of semester 2 
of Year 2 for students to complete the four English modules and the delay will give 
students the opportunity to undertake additional attempts at IELTS if they do not 
meet the requisite standard before the next academic year.   
 
Academic Office note: The Faculty has not explained when the IELTS test is 
normally taken, the frequency of such tests, the number of students who are 
expected to fail, despite the support provided through the English Language 
modules.  The Faculty has not elaborated on how students with a poor standard of 
English Language will be able to cope with the higher demands of comprehension 
and expression at Level 5 in the Nursing related modules during Year 3, semester 1.  
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PROGRESSION 
 
University regulations state that progression from semester 1 to semester 2 is 
automatic.  The Faculty is proposing to hold meetings of the Board of Examiners 
each semester.  As this departs from the normal University regulations, such a 
proposal requires the approval of the Teaching and Learning Committee.  The 
Faculty’s rationale for this proposal is to permit students the opportunity to retake a 
semester immediately rather than having to wait a full academic year to do so.  The 
Faculty is of the view that this will reduce attrition.  This arrangement will be 
facilitated by a further proposal from the Faculty to have an additional intake of 
students each year.  This mirrors the arrangement currently in place for the BSc 
Hons Nursing Studies programme at SAAD College [departure approved by TLC on 
14 June 2006]. 
 
Academic Office note: The Faculty is not proposing the same arrangements for the 
University’s own courses or those delivered at University campuses and indeed 
moved away from an exceptional arrangement for its undergraduate degree at the 
revalidation in 2011/12. 
 
 
 
 
 


