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1. Introduction 

The lands of present day Ukraine are stretched across the distinct 

periphery of the ‘Celtic world’. From the midfirst millennium BC the 

cultural background of this part of Eastern Europe was defined mainly by 

the Scythian culture of North Pontic steppes as well as by Hellenistic 

influences from the Greek colonies of the Black sea littoral zone and the 

kingdom of Bospor in the Crimea. However, starting from the early third 

century BC, the influence of the Central European La Tène culture 

extended to a much degree. This process was traditionally viewed as a 

result of either Celtic invasion (Machinskij 1974) or indirect trade 

contacts with the La Tène zone of Central Europe (Maksymov 1999).  

Currently both ‘migration-focused’ and ‘autochthon-based’ 

approaches seem to be out of date. In recent studies, the Latènisation of 

Southern and Eastern Europe is interpreted as a culture-restructuring 

process affecting indigenous communities similar in many aspects to the 

Hellenisation of the Mediterranean region (see Džino 2007). The 

adaptation of La Tène cultural aesthetics and technical achievements, as 

well as Celtic linguistic elements caused the emergence of new ways of 

expressing identity. However, in some cases the traditional colonization 

paradigm still cannot be totally rejected. The aim of this paper is to show 

the finds of Celtic and related military equipment from the territory of 

                                                           
1 The paper was read at the 14th International Congress of Celtic Studies (Maynooth, 

August 1-5, 2011). I wish to thank the National University of Ireland, Maynooth, for the 

invitation to take part in the conference and their financial support. The research 

underlying this publication was funded by the American Council for Learned Societies.      

I would like to acknowledge the permission granted by Bilgorod-Dnistrovsˋkyj Regional 

Museum, Uzhgorod State Museum, National Museum of the History of Ukraine (Kyiv), 

Odesa Numismatics Museum to reproduce figures 2, 3, 6, 9, 12, 16.1, 16.3 as well as 

opportunity given by the Institute of Archaeology of National Academy of Sciences of 

Ukraine (Kyiv) to work on its unpublished materials and reproduce figures 1.3, 4, 5, 7. I 

express my gratitude to Prof. R. V. Terpylovsˋkyj (Kyiv), Dr. K. P. Bunatyan (Kyiv), J. 

Emilov (Sofia), Dr. M. Karwowski (Wien) for sharing their knowledge and valuable 

remarks on the topics discussed in the paper. I am also indebted to Dr. M. Fomin (Ulster) 

for the invitation to publish the paper in the present volume.  



CELTIC MILITARY EQUIPMENT FROM THE TERRITORY OF UKRAINE 

 

178 

 

Ukraine in the broad context of ‘Latènisation’ of Eastern Europe in the 

third – first centuries BC period. 

 

2. The weapons, horse and chariot gear from the Upper Tisza area  

The only region of present day Ukraine where La Tène sites are 

sufficiently widespread is the Upper Tisza basin (see Map 1).  

Between the seventh and 

the fourth centuries BC, 

the territory which lays 

south-westwards of the 

Carpathian mountains 

was occupied by the 

Kushtanovycya
2
 culture 

primarily associated with 

the Northern Thracians. 

In the early third century  

BC the cultural situation 

in the region seemed to 

change radically. New 

technologies of the house 

building, pottery making and metal-working were introduced in the Upper 

Tisza area and new centers of economical and political activity emerged. 

The most important one was the settlement on Galish and Lovachka hills 

near the modern town of Mukacheve (fig. A). The Galish-Lovachka site 

had been unsystematically excavated by a number of amateur 

archaeologists between 1844 and 1930. About a thousand items were 

found in the twenty four half-dugout dwellings and the occupation layer 

of the site (Bidzilya 1971: 30-8). Two inhumation graves with Celtic coins 

from Galish hill are the only known La Tène burials from this part of the 

Upper Tisza area. It is likely that the local La Tène group used a burial rite 

that left no archaeologically detectable traces (such situation was typical 

of many Eastern Celtic regions). Several cremation graves found in the 

region containing mixed Kushtanovycya and La Tène inventory seem to 

show not the indigenous influence on the local Celtic inhabitants 

                                                           
2
 Note that all modern place-names from the territory of Ukraine mentioned in both the 

paper and in the appendix are given according to the up-to-date Ukrainian spelling. The 

transliteration standard used is GOST 7.79 system B (the exception is Cyrillic letter “ы” 

(“и” in Ukrainian) which is transliterated as “y” instead of “yˋ”). If necessary, the regional 

distribution of the sites, including their districts and regions is pointed out to simplify the 

verification of the data. It has to be taken into account that some Ukrainian towns and 

villages were renamed in the last two decades, and to avoid the confusion the older names 

are given in brackets.  

 
 

Map 1. The Upper Tisza basin 
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(Eremenko 1997: 36), but rather the adaptation of the La Tène fashion by 

either neighbouring or subdued Thracian population which at least partly 

preserved its cultural distinction. 

The collection of Celtic military equipment from Galish-Lovachka 

consisted of a short sword with an X-shaped handle (l = 41 cm) (fig. 2); 

two middle La Tène swords (72,5 and 75 cm), 12 large curved knives, 27 

spearheads, 2 javelin heads and 14 arrow heads (fig. 1.1), 9 iron chain 

belts for hanging a sword (fig. 1.2). The finds of horse gear and chariot 

fittings (Bidzilya 1971: 72-6, 80, fig. 17, 28-30) demonstrate that such an 

important element of the Celtic warfare as the use of cavalry and chariots 

was employed by the local population (fig. 1.4). In the early twentieth 

century, the cultural layer of the Galish-Lovachka site was mostly 

destroyed by the plantage ploughing. Additional research conducted in 

1962 and 1964 was unsuccessful.  

In 1988-1989, the archaeologists of Uzhgorod State University 

excavated several storage pits and a half-dugout dwelling (4.1 x 2.4 m) on 

the Lovachka hill. The cultural layer contained the fragments of pottery 

(mostly wheel-made) and several metal goods, including the iron tip of the 

scabbard (Kotygoroshko 1988/150: 17-20, fig. 3; Balaguri, Kotygoroshko 

1989/197, p. 19-21, fig. 21). V. Kotygoroshko who conducted the research 

states that during the excavations a dry stone wall was revealed along the 

crest of the Galish hill (2008: 126). 

Apart from the Galish-Lovachka site, there are about two dozen La 

Tène sites in the Ukrainian part of the Upper Tisza basin. Most of them 

are the settlements that consisted of a few half-dugout dwellings of 

rectangular or improper form with the pillar structure of walls and storage 

pits. The fragments of pottery, both hand and wheel made, clay spindle 

whorls and rare metal goods are the typical items representing the material 

culture of those complexes. The military equipment is almost unknown 

and the fragment of an iron chain belt from Oleshnyk settlement (fig. 4) is 

the only exception (Penyak, Popovich, Potushnyak, 1977/18: 33-6, fig. 

76). Only a few sites contained the remains of iron working which are 

known from the settlements of Bakta, Dyjda, Oleshnyk and Uzhgorod (see 

Appendix). The finds of glass slag from Dyjda prove the existence of at 

least one glass making workshop. Along with the small vici, there were 

highly specialised centers of metallurgy which consisted of working 

grounds where the remains of forges, slag and iron aggregations can be 

found (fig. 5). Nove Klynove, the largest of them, comprised about 200 

forges (Bidzilya 1971: 21-30). 



CELTIC MILITARY EQUIPMENT FROM THE TERRITORY OF UKRAINE 

 

180 

 

Almost all La Tène sites in the area contained fragments of 

Kushtanovycya culture hand-made pottery. However, the settlement 

structures, the technologies of iron and glass working, wheel-made pottery 

making, the art style and other aspects of material culture of the La Tène 

sites of the region were unfamiliar to the local population before the early 

third century BC. The style of combat in which the long slashing swords, 

iron chain belts and chariots were used may also be considered as foreign 

to the indigenous population. Such rapid and radical changes cannot be 

explained in terms of cultural diffusion. It seems that the La Tène group of 

the Upper Tisza area demonstrates the classical pattern of migration and 

acculturation. 

It is not clear when the La Tène sites of the Upper Tisza area were 

abandoned. Most scholars believe that the decline of the local Celtic 

settlements was caused by the military activity of the Dacians in the 

middle of the first centry BC, attested in the classical sources (Eremenko 

1997: 35; Kotygoroshko 2008: 168). However, it should be emphasized 

that almost all La Tène objects with more or less precise dating may 

belong to LT C1-C2 period. In this regard, it is highly probable that the 

Celtic settlements of the Ukrainian part of the Upper Tisza area ceased to 

exist at least in the late second century BC. The La Tène artifacts dating to 

LT D period come exclusively from the Dacian sites of the region. 

Considering the fact that seven ritually bent late La Tène swords were 

excavated in the Dacian cemetery near the Mala Kopania hill-fort 

(Kotigorosko 2009: 36-7, fig. 29), it is possible to suggest that the Dacians 

adopted the elements of the Celtic weaponry.  

 

3. The La Tènised communities eastward of the Carpathians 

In contrast, the links between the Celtic mainland and the lands eastward 

of the Carpathian mountains which comprised the Scythia Magna for a 

long period of time were rather indirect. Some forms of La Tène jewellery 

were adopted by the North Pontic population as early as the fourth century 

BC. The early La Tène ribbed arm-rings are reported from various Getic, 

Scythian and Hellenistic sites within the territory of Ukraine, although 

most of them were produced locally (e.g., fig. 16.1, 3). The casting-form 

for the production of such arm-rings comes from the Greek colony Olbia 

in the Southern Bug firth (see Shchukin 1994: 96-101; Eremenko 1997: 

202-9). There are about a dozen of the Duchcov fibulae (Ambroz 1966: 

12) and a few La Tène neck-rings found in the lands of present day 

Ukraine (fig. 13-14). 
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However, most of them may be regarded as imports, perhaps with 

the exception of the Duchcov brooch from the cremation burial of 

Zalissya which also contained the clay La Tène-like urn (Belyashevskij 

1904). The burial from Zalissya and the pottery-making workshop from 

Bovshiv in the Upper Dniester area (Krushelnitskaya 1965) are currently 

the only known ‘pure’ La Tène sites eastward of the Carpathians.  

In the early second century BC, the Poieneşti-Lukashevka and 

Zarubynci cultures emerged in the lands of Eastern Europe. The La Tène 

traditions of Temperate and South-Eastern Europe influenced both 

cultures to a great extent, but this was especially true in the case of the 

Zarubynci one. The bearers of the Poieneşti-Lukashevka and Zarubynci 

cultures adopted the wire middle La Tène brooches which are among the 

most widespread findings of the third-first centuries BC metalwork in the 

Eastern Europe. The Zarubynci culture bearers used to wear the middle La 

Tène fibulae with the triangular ending of stem (the so-called “fibula of 

the Zarubynci type”). Outside of the Zarybynci culture area such fibulae 

are known only in the lands of Scordisci in Middle Danube area. The La 

Tène influence is also evident in the funeral rite and pottery-making of the 

Zarubynci culture (see Pachkova 2006: 340-47). Hardly anything could be 

said about the military traditions of those cultures as the findings of 

weapons are scarce.  

Some linguistic evidence reflecting the ‘Celticisation’ of the 

Eastern European cultural milieu is known as well. The Greek epigraphic 

decree in honour of Protogenes mentions the Γαλαται threatening Olbia 

and the nearby Scythian tribes (Latyshev 1885: 37-40). The precise dating 

of the decree is unknown, although it may describe the events of either the 

late third century BC (Vinogradov 1989, p. 181-3) or the early second 

century BC (Andreeva 2004: 102). A. Falileyev notes an ethnic name 

Ὀλατικου from the Greek inscription found in the Bukovyna region which 

to his view may be reconstructed as [Γα]λατικου (Falileyev 2007: 7). 

Some Celtic-like place and ethnic names were mentioned by Greek 

authors. Strabo (VI. 2. 3) and Plutarch (Mar. 11. 12) who used the records 

of Posidonius (late second century BC) noted a pseudo-ethnic entity 

Κελτοσκύθαι, stating that the Celtic lands were stretching down to the 

Moeotis littoral zone (the Azov sea). Claudius Ptolemy who used the 

sources dating to the turn of the eras mentions several place- and ethnic 

names on the lands of the Scythia Magna which currently are considered 

to be undoubtedly Celtic (Sims-Williams 2006: 218-19; Falileyev 2005; 

Falileyev 2007: 4-9). Among them are Καρρόδουνον, Μαιτώνιον and 

Ήρακτον in the Upper Dniester basin (Claud. Ptol. III. 5. 15). The Greek 

geographer also mentions the ethnicon Bριτολάγαι as well as the place 
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names Νουϊόδουνον and Άλιόβριξ on the banks of the Lower Danube firth 

(ibid. III. 10. 7). In the year 63 ВС the Celtic mercenaries of Mithridates 

VI Eupatoros lead by their chieftain Βιτοιτος are mentioned on the 

territory of the Bospor kingdom by Appian (Mithr. 111).
3
 

 

4. The La Tène swords from Scythia  

Probably, the most notable La Tène site in the North Pontic area is 

the inhumation burial from 

Vyshhetarasivka (also known as 

Verkhniaya Tarasovka) which 

contained a LT B2/C1-C2 sword (l 

= 83 cm), a head piece of a spear (l 

= 40 cm) and a fragmented brooch 

of an uncertain type. A. Bodiansky 

who excavated the grave in the late 

1958 reported that its inventory 

contained also a Scythian “knife”, 

27 head pieces of arrows, a clay 

pot and a bead (Bodyanskij 1962). 

As a result, for a long time it was 

believed that Vyshhetarasivka 

grave reflected the contacts 

between Scythian and Celtic 

military elites. On the other hand, 

the arrow heads from the grave 

date back to the fifth century BC 

and, as K. Bunatyan informed me, 

                                                           
3
 Some Celtic-like toponyms are attested among the modern river-names of Ukraine in the 

area of the Zarubynci culture as well. For example, A. Falileyev supports the earlier O. 

Trubachov’s view regarding the probable Celtic origin of the river-names Otavin 

(Отавин), Tynya (Тиня) and Tnya (Тня) in the Horyn’ river basin. In his point of view, 

those river-names are comparable with the Celtic stem tauo < tauso- ‘silencieux, 

tranquille’ (Falileyev 2006: 72-73). Thus, A. Falileyev notes that no hydronym of Celtic 

provenance has been securely attested in the territories of the “eastern Celts”, including the 

Balkans and North Western Dacia (ibid. 74). It is intriguing that not far from the Tnya 

river (in the distance of about 40 km) there is a river Myka (Мика). While the Slavic 

etymology of this hydronym is problematic, it is comparable with Celtic moch ‘boar, pig’ 

(Old Irish mucc). It is known that until the mid-nineteenth century the alternative name for 

the Myka river was Svynoluzhka that may be roughly translated as ‘a swine’s rivulet’ 

(currently the hydronym Svynoluzhka survived in the name of one of the Myka tributaries). 

However, one must note that the river-names mentioned above were documented as late as 

the twelfth century AD, so that their ‘Celticity’ shall always be doubtful.   

 

Fig. 7. The Vyshhetarasivka metal 

 goods 
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the iron “knife” is indeed the Scythian short sword which dates back to 

the sixth-fifth centuries BC. So, it is most likely that A. Bodyanskij, who 

was not a professional archaeologist, excavated two different graves. 

Unfortunately, all the findings from the Vyshhetarasivka site are now lost. 

If one were to judge by the only preserved photograph (fig. 7) the lower 

part of both the sword and scabbard was sufficiently damaged by 

corrosion which was the cause of A. Bodyanskij’s misleading graphic 

reconstruction (see Shaposhnikova, Bodyanskij, Shchepinskij 1957/10b: 

34-5; Bodyanskij 1962).  

The items from Vyshhetarasivka are the only middle La Tène 

sword and scabbard found in the North Pontic region. However, some 

swords of this type also come from the North-Western littoral zone of the 

Black sea (Pavolche, Kalnovo, Kazanlak in Eastern Bulgaria). They were 

found in the warrior graves of a mixed La Tène, Thracian and Hellenistic 

inventory (Emilov 2007: 65-66; Emilov 2010: 76-77; Theodossiev 2005: 

89-90).  

It is also possible that the sword from Vyshhetarasivka belongs to 

either a gift or booty category. Furthermore, the burial could reflect the 

penetration of some Celticised warrior bands, possibly from Thrace. This 

suggestion may be proved by the findings of several double-spring La 

Tène brooches from the Panticapaeum and Lower Dnipro area (Shchukin 

1994: 98-100, fig. 34.12, 15) which were widespread in Thrace in the 

third century BC. While the form of brooch was ‘Celtic’, some of the 

double-spring fibulae were produced in the Hellenistic settlements 

(Seuthopolis, Sboryanovo) (see Emilov 2010: 17-21; Lazarov 2010: 121, 

fig. 2.4). The findings of the double-spring fibulae are known from the 

Getic sites in Romania and Moldova. Some double-spring brooches along 

with middle La Tène wire fibulae with 8-like loops were found in the 

mound burials near Tiraspol in the Lower Dniester area (Pachkova 2006: 

284, fig. 141.2). The cultural attribution of those mounds is unclear, 

however it is most probably that they were left by the ethnically 

heterogeneous population.  

Two late La Тènе swords come from the rich burials of the late 

Scythian kingdom in the Crimea. Both were found in the mausoleum in 

Neapolis which was used by the Scythian nobility from the late second 

century BC to the first century AD. It may be supposed that those artifacts 

attest the presence of some Celtic mercenaries in the Crimean Scythia 

during the Mithridatic wars. One of the swords was found in the burial of 

Skilurus (the king of Scythia Minor in the late second century BC) along 

with a large quantity of military equipment of Hellenistic and Scythian 

types (Zaycev 2003: 54-5, fig. 76). It is notable that the sword was 
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previously broken – this may reflect a well-attested La Tène tradition to 

damage weapons before putting them into the grave. Another fine 

example of a long slashing sword from the mausoleum of Scythian 

Neapolis (fig. 8) was found in the grave of a Scythian warlord and his 

family members along with a late Etruscan bronze mirror (Treister 1993, 

fig. 4). The sword dates back to the La Тènе D1 period, having close 

parallels with the finds of Celtic weapons from Switzerland (Müller 2001: 

529). It is important that some other graves of the Neapolis mausoleum 

contained the middle La Tène brooches of the so-called “Neapolis type”.  

Being widely distributed in both the Eastern Europe and Galatia in 

Asia Minor such brooches are almost unknown in the Celtic West.  

 

5. Bosporan oval shield depictions  

The North-Eastern part of the Black sea littoral zone contains further 

evidence of the Celtic warfare influence, most of which are various 

examples of the ‘Celtic’ oval shield from the Hellenistic Bospor kingdom 

(fig. 10). In the Hellenistic art, the oval shield (thureos) was the most 

 

Fig. 8. The Scythian Neapolis La Tène D1 sword  

   Fig. 10. The Bospor kingdom Hellenistic oval shield representations  
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frequently used iconographic marker of a Celtic warrior (Bienkowski 

1927). At least partly, this stereotype was based on Celtic beliefs. It is 

known that the Celts believed that the oval shield obtained some 

apotropaic potential (Polyaen. IV. 6. 17; Athenaeus, IV, 40.154 a-c). 

Taking such facts into consideration, some scholars concluded that the 

appearance of an oval shield on the Bosporan works of art reflects the 

presence of Celtic mercenaries in the Bospor kingdom (Pruglo 1966: 205-

13).  

Recently it was proved that the oval shield and its various 

modifications were widely distributed among the non-Celtic peoples as 

well; in this regard, a direct association of the Bosporan artefacts with the 

Celts is questionable (Gunby 2002). Although the discussion concerning 

the Bosporan oval shields is far from being certain, it must be noted that 

their origin may have a different explanation in every individual case and 

the indirect Celtic influence is one of them.  

d

c

t

(t

a

d

t

1

t  

The earliest Bosporan 

epiction of the oval shield 

omes from a fresco showing 

he Egyptian ‘Isis’ battleship 

he mid-third century BC) in 

Nyphaeum. Four shields of 

lmost rectangular form are 

epicted standing on board 

he ship (see Vinogradov 

999). It was suggested that 

hose depictions may be 

interpreted as either a 

Ptolemaic dynastical emblem 

(Eichberg 1987: 193) or a 

typical element of the third 

century BC battleship equipment (Höckmann 1999: 318-19). Although it 

is still possible to suggest that the Ptolemaic diplomatic mission had been 

accompanied by some Celtic guardians who played an important role in 

Egyptian military forces. In the late third century BC, the bronze coins of 

Leucon II containing symbols of ‘short sword/oval shield’ were minted in 

Bospor kingdom. The historical context of their emergence is unclear, 

however in the late third century BC similar coins were minted in Thrace 

by Kavaros, the ruler of the Celtic kingdom Tylis and Hellenistic towns 

Apros and Mesambria (both likely to have been satellitic to the state of 

Kavaros at the time, Lazarov 2010: 113-121). Considering the Thracian 

origin of the Bospor ruling dynasty and close connections between the 

Fig. 11. Statuettes of Celtic mercenaries 



GENNADIY KAZAKEVICH 

 

187 

 

Bospor kingdom and the North-Western Pontic area it may be suggested 

that the oval shield representation was adopted by Leucon II as a symbol 

of political and military power in the region. The representations of the 

oval shield were frequently used in producing small terracotta statuettes of 

the ‘warriors’ (datable to the late third – first centuries BC; see fig. 11). 

Many of them have close parallels in Hellenistic art of the Mediterranean 

basin, e.g. the statuette of a Celtic mercenary commemorating the 

Egyptian victory in the Battle of Raphia c. 217 BC (Cunliffe 2000: 181). 

Let us bear in mind that diplomatic contacts between Egypt and the 

Bospor kingdom during the third century BC were particularly close and 

many Egyptian works of art arrived to the Bospor territory at that time 

(see Treister 1985). In this regard, it may be suggested that the majority of 

Bosporan oval shield depictions was influenced by the Ptolemaic art. 

Finally, it must be said that the oval shield (whether it was of Celtic origin 

or not) was adopted as a main defensive weapon of the Bosporan infantry 

in the last centuries BC.    

 

6. Montefortino type helmets from the No

Of other categories of military equipment o

   

Fig. 9. The Bilenˋke Montefortino type 

helmet, Bilgorod-Dnistrovsˋkyj 

Regional Museum 

rth Pontic area 

nce associated with the Celts 

are the helmets of 

Montefortino type. There are 

about twenty of such bronze 

helmets found in the North 

Pontic and Azov area. 

Usually they were interpreted 

either as a trace of Celtic 

mercenary and military 

activity in the region or as the 

booty taken by Sarmatian 

warriors in Galatia during the 

Mithridatic wars (see Raev, 

Simonenko, Treister 1990; 

Treister 1993: 791-98). 

Currently, the Celtic 

attribution of the majority of 

the Montefortino type 

helmets seems doubtful. 

Although the introduction of 

Montefortino type helmets 

must be accredited to the 
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Celts, only the items made of iron may be attributed to the production of 

Celtic armourers. Throughout Europe, the bronze Montefortino helmets 

were widespread mainly due to the Roman troops while among the Celts 

such helmets were only in limited use (Paddock 1993: 469-71).    

Two of the Montefortino type helmets from Mar’yivka 

Domanivsˋkyj district of Mykolayivska region and Vesela Dolyna 

Bilgorod-Dnistrovsˋkyj district of Odesˋka region come from the votive 

hoards which contained also Scythian and Sarmatian jewellery and horse 

gear as well as Mediterranean bronze vessels. The votive hoards are 

attributed to the local nomadic population (either Scythian or Sarmatian). 

However, as Yu. Zaycev pointed out, the funeral rite exhibited in such 

complexes owes its origin to the Balkan and Danubian region (Zaycev 

2007: 266). Other three helmets were found in Bilenˋke Bilgorod-

Dnistrovsˋkyj district of Odesˋka region (fig. 9), Pryvillya Lysychansˋkyj 

district of Lugansˋka region and Tokmak-Mogyla mound near 

Novopoltavka Chernigivsˋkyj district of Zaporizˋka region. It is quite 

significant that the fragments of Montefortino helmet were found in the 

Tauri sanctuary Gurzufsˋke Sidlo near Yalta in the Crimea along with a 

large number of items of Roman military equipment of the first century 

AD dating (Novichenkova 1998: 56). In this regard, it is most likely that 

the majority of Montefortino helmets penetrated into the Eastern Europe 

due to the Sarmatian contacts with Rome in the time of Mithridatic and 

Bosporan wars (first century BC – first century AD).  

Some of them, however, (e.g. the helmet from Bilenˋke, datable to 

the late fourth – early third century BC) could reflect the Celtic military or 

mercenary activity in the North-Western Pontic area. In this connection, it 

is quite important that the Celtic context of the finds of the early 

Montefortino helmets from Athens and Thesprotia (Paddock 1993: 499, 

501, fig. 133: 23, 146: 61) should also be invoked. 

 

7. The late La Тènе weapons from the Gryniv and Mutyn sites 

The latest cultural impact from the La Тènе zone reached the lands of 

Eastern Europe due to the Przeworsk culture widespread on the territory 

of present day Poland. According to the widely accepted point of view 

this culture emerged under the influence of the Northern European Jastorf 

culture and La Тènе traditions of temperate Europe. Their funeral rite 

shows that at least the warrior elite of the Przeworsk culture bearers seems 

to have been ‘Celticised’. The excavated warrior graves usually contain a 

full set of La Тènе-like military equipment or even a double set of 

weapons. Most of the swords and spearheads had been bent or broken 

according to the already mentioned custom (see the end of section 2 
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above), well-attested in the La Тènе zone (see Czarnecka 1997; 2007). In 

last decades of the first century BC, the Przeworsk burials containing a 

large number of objects of La Тènе military equipment emerged in the 

area of the Upper Dniester basin. Among the most notable finds are the 

five late La Tène swords from the burial ground Gryniv (Kozak 2008: 

120, fig. 42.1-43.8). The grave no. 3 contained a unique scabbard with an 

open work decoration which in many ways is similar to the images of the 

Gundestrup cauldron.  Its anthropomorphic and zoomorphic figures 

demonstrate a mixture of Celtic and Thracian art practices and religious 

beliefs (see Kazakevich 2010).   

A late La Тènе burial ground excavated at Mutyn gives another 

intriguing example of the penetration of a certain ‘Celticised’ war-band to 

the East. The Mutyn burial ground is located on the banks of the river 

Seim which is in the Middle Dnieper basin. To the present day, this is the 

furthest site to the East where the large quantities of the late La Тènе 

military equipment had been revealed. The site was excavated in 2009-

2010 and the outcome of the findings has not yet been published (see 

Terpilovskiy 2010). The cultural attribution of the Mutyn burial ground is 

not clear. R. V. Terpylovsˋkyj suggests that it may probably belong to the 

local cultural group of Har’yivka which presents a distinct combination of 

Zarubynci culture elements and late features of Jastorf and Przeworsk 

cultures. 

R.V. Terpylovsˋkyj who conducted the research of Mutyn site 

generously informed me of a dozen of exceptionally rich warrior graves 

excavated there. All the burials date back to the late first century BC. The 

graves contained 13 late La Tène swords, scabbards, spearheads, 

fragmented chain mails, round shield bosses etc. The most impressive are 

the finds of five late La Tène helmets. At least two of them belong to the 

Novo Mesto type similar to the helmets from Bela Cerkva and Stara 

Gradiška in Slavonia which were produced during the first  century BC by 

the Celtic Taurisci (Božič 2001: 475, 477; Mikhaljević, Dizdar 2007: 125-

126). The finds of such helmets from outside the Middle Danube region 

are few, however one was found in the Przeworsk grave from Siemiechów 

(Poland) and the other two come from the Sarmatian burials from Boiko-

Ponura and Yashkul (Russian Federation). 
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8. Conclusion 

The finds of the La Tène and related military equipment from the territory 

of Ukraine may be viewed from the perspective of a very complicated and 

disputable process of the ‘Celticisation’of Eastern Europe.  

From the early third century BC, the ‘La Tène impact’ transformed 

the cultural situation in the lands of present day Ukraine to a large degree. 

The subsequent changes led to the emergence of a new economical and 

social situation on the large territory from the Carpathian Mountains to the 

Middle Dnieper basin.  

The archaeological situation in the Upper Tisza region 

demonstrates the colonisation carried out by the Celts from Central 

Europe in so far as their way of life differed from the indigenous 

population. They brought a new complex of weapons and introduced a 

previously unknown style of combat which included the use of war 

chariots, long slashing swords and chain belts.  

The situation was completely different on the lands eastward of the 

Carpathians. Isolated ‘Celtic’ or ‘Celticised’ groups from temperate 

Europe penetrated into the region in the third-first centuries BC.  

However, the indigenous warrior elite adopted the La Tène swords 

and helmets as symbolic objects reflecting a high social rank of their 

possessors. New ritual practices, styles of combat and loanwords (e.g. 

ethnic and place names containing Celtic elements) may have also been 

subsequently introduced in the region.  

The emergence of the La Tène weaponry in the North Pontic 

steppes, Dniester and Dnieper basins therefore reflects a process of the 

new warrior identity formation in the local cultural milieu.  

 

Taras Shevchenko National University of Ukraine, 

Kiev, Ukraine 
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Appendix 
 

The Catalogue of the La Tène Sites, Imports and Stray Finds from 

the Territory of Ukraine 

 

1. Preliminary remarks 

From the early twentieth century several attempts to complete an 

inventory of the La Tène findings from the territory of Ukraine were 

made. The majority of the finds from the Upper Tisza area (Zakarpatsˋka 

obl.) was surveyed by V. Bidzilya (1971; supplemented by Bidzilya, 

Shchukin 1993). The results of the excavations carried out at the La Tène 

sites in the recent decades remained mostly unpublished (with some 

exception, e.g. Kotygoroshko 2008). The only available sources of more 

or less complete information on the La Tène sites of Upper Tisza area 

which were excavated since 1970 are the typewritten reports from the 

Archive of the Institute of Archaeology of the National Academy of 

Sciences of Ukraine.  

The La Tène finds from the rest of the regions of present day 

Ukraine were overviewed in some papers devoted to the ‘Celtic’ artifacts 

from the Eastern Europe (e.g. Kuharenko 1959; Woźniak 1974; Shchukin 

1994; Eremenko 1997). However, the methodology used in the 

publications mentioned above is questionable in many aspects. The main 

problem is the tendency to include the artifacts which are neither Celtic 

nor La Tène into the catalogues of the ‘Celtic (La Tène) imports’. The 

indiscrete use of this information may to a large extent cause the 

overestimation of the total amount of the La Tène sites and finds from the 

territory of Ukraine. As an example of such approach one can allude to the 

paper by J. Clerc (2009) in which 556 objects from the territory of 

Ukraine are classified as ‘Celtic’. In fact, the number of the Central 

European artifacts that can plausibly be classified as La Tène would seem 

to be at least ten times less. Let us mention in passing that the 

methodological approach which involves a direct association of ‘La Tène’ 

goods with the ‘Celtic population’ is simply out of date. 

To avoid such misleading conclusions, some categories of finds which 

were previously considered to be ‘La Tène’ or ‘Celtic’ are omitted here. 

Among them are Italian bronze vessels and almost all of the Montefortino 

type bronze helmets, Hellenistic oval shield depictions, iron and golden 

boar figurines (as their attribution to the Scythian art seems doubtless), the 

indigenous replicas of the La Tène B ribbed arm-rings and most of the 

fibulae datable to the middle and late La Tène which were produced 

mostly by the local smiths (with the exception of several brooches of the 
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rare types which may be considered as evident La Tène imports from the 

Temperate or Southern Europe).     
  

2. The La Tène sites of the Upper Tisza area (Zakarpatsˋka region, 

Ukraine) 

Bakta (Beregivsˋkyj district): Three half-dugout dwellings (4.4 x 3.5 m; 

4.5 x 3.3 m; 4.7 x 3.3 m); hand-made and wheel-made pottery fragments; 

spindle whorls (4 in dwelling №1 and 3 in dwelling №2); fragment of a 

glass arm-ring (dwelling №1); a wire bronze fibula (fragment); an iron 

finger-ring; an iron buckle; an amber bead; some pieces of iron slag; large 

quantity of animal bones (small cattle, cows, wild boars) (Kotygoroshko 

1982/109: 9; Balaguri 1986/57: 14-9, fig. 2.5-6, 2.8-10). Map 1.1.     

Brid (Irshavsˋkyj district): Working ground with slag and iron 

aggregations; cultural layer damaged; excavated in 1982 (Bidzilya 

1982/157: 9). Map 1.2. 

Dercen (Drisine) (Mukachivsˋkyj district; Mala Gora stove): A damaged 

half-dugout dwelling with scattered hand-made and wheel-made pottery 

fragments was found in 1973. Two years later another half-dugout 

dwelling with a storage pit of hand-made and wheel-made pottery was 

found (Penyak 1975/105: 2, 23-27, fig. 55, 56). In 1982, a damaged 

storage pit with hand-made and wheel-made pottery fragments was 

revealed. The cultural layer of the settlement was badly damaged by 

construction and agricultural works (Balaguri, Kotygoroshko 1983/152: 

13, 21-22). Map 1.3. 

Dyjda (Didove) (Beregivsˋkyj district): Excavations of 1984 revealed a 

half-dugout dwelling and some pottery fragments, mostly wheel-made 

(Penyak, Popovich 1984/14: 27-30, fig. 41-42; Balaguri, Kotygoroshko 

1984/59: 20). The excavations of 1985 revealed three half-dugout 

dwellings, hand-made and wheel-made pottery, two spindle whorls made 

of wheel-made pottery fragments, some iron goods of uncertain form, 

glass fragments, an iron and a glass slag (Kotygoroshko 1985/59, 11-6, 

fig. 2.1-4). Map 1.4. 

Galish-Lovachka: Settlement on the Galish (204 m) and Lovachka (306 

m) hills near Mukacheve. The Celtic settlement (S = 15 ha) had been 

unsystematically excavated by amateur archaeologists between 1844 and 

1930. Three inhumation burials were revealed. One of them was made in a 

pit rounded by stones with the inventory of more than 30 Celtic 

derivations of Philip II and Alexander the Great coins. In the early 

twentieth century, the occupation layer was mostly destroyed by the 

agricultural works. In 1988-89, a half-dugout dwelling (4.1 x 2.4 m), 

several storage pits with small quantity of metal goods and lots of wheel-

made and hand-made pottery fragments were excavated. The total amount 
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of metal goods found in dwellings and occupation layer of the site reaches 

a thousand of items. Currently they are preserved in the State Museum of 

Uzhgorod. Among the goods are:  

a) Iron tools: opener tips (32), reaping-hoops (22), scythes (18), anvils (7), 

sledge-hammers (2), hammers (6), pincers (1), rasp, drill tool, axes (55), 

chisels (30), gouges (13), adzes (10), hack-saw, knives (11), clippers (8) 

etc.;  

b) Jewellery: 2 chain belts and lots of fragments, including five bronze 

and three iron arm-rings, bronze finger-rings, bronze leg-ring, one 

Duchcov fibula and 8 wire middle La Tène brooches;  

c) Military equipment: short sword with X-shaped handle (l = 41 cm); two 

middle La Tène swords (72,5 and 75 cm), 12 large curved knives, 27 

spearheads, 2 javelin heads, 14 arrow heads, iron tip of the scabbard;  

d) Horse gear: bits (6), chariot fittings (3); e) Household goods: padlock, 

iron chain for hanging a cauldron; grain bruisers; hayforks etc.;   

f) Pottery: 36 hand-made and wheel-made vessels, lots of fragments. The 

wheel-made ceramics amounts to appr. 30% of the pottery finds;  

g) Smelting pots (2) and moulds (6) (Bidzilya 1971: 30-3; Kotygorohko 

1988/150: 17-20, fig. 3; Balaguri, Kotygoroshko 1989/197, p. 19-21, fig. 

21);  

h) Coins: tetradrachmas (18), didrachm, drachmas (3) of nine types (Kopf 

ohne Kinn/Rad, W-Reiter, Vogel auf Zweig, Vogel auf Helm, 

Schnurrbart/Rosette, Audoleontyp, Audoleonmonogramm 1, Reiter mit 

kurzen Armen, Armloser Reiter, Schild + Kranz, Schild + Schwert) 

(Kolniková 2002). Map 1.5. 

Gorbok (Irshavsˋkyj district): Dwelling of uncertain construction; 

occupation layer with hand-made and wheel-made pottery fragments 

(Bidzilya 1971: 41). Map 1.6. 

Gut (Garazdivka) (Beregivsˋkyj district): Occupation layer with traces of 

dwellings and fireplaces, fragments of hand-made and wheel-made 

vessels. The most interesting find is a hoard of more than a hundred of 

silver derivations of Philipp II coins in the hand-made vessel (Bidzilya 

1971: 47). According to E. Kolniková the coins are of Huşi-Vovrieşti and 

Südostdakien types (2002: 109).  Map 1.7.   

Holmok (Uzhgorodsˋkyj district): A half-dugout dwelling (4.1 x 2.8 m); 

hand-made and wheel-made pottery fragments (third-second centuries 

BC); an iron chisel; a fragment of a grain bruiser (Balaguri, Kotigoroshko 

1989/197; 6-8). Map 1.8. 

Klyachanove (Mukachivsˋkyj district): Occupation layer (S = 2 ha) with a 

large quantity of pottery fragments. Wheel-made La Tène ceramics make 
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up about 30% of the total amount of the pottery finds. In 1954, the hoard 

of the La Tène iron tools (four axes, opener tip, chisel and cylindrical 

hand-punch) had been found on the Obuch ridge near Klyachanove village 

by the farmers. All the items are currently on display at the State Museum 

of Uzhgorod (Bidzilya 1971: 46). Map 1.9. 

Mala Biganˋ (Beregivsˋkyj district): The pottery vessel of uncertain form 

containing small figurines of a boar and a human, a fragmented glass arm-

ring (LT C1), a fragment of a bronze leg-ring found by farmers in 1952. 

The figurines and the glass arm-ring are now in possession of the State 

Museum of Uzhgorod (Bidzilya 1971: 46). Map 1.10 (fig. 3). 

Midyanytsya (Irshavsˋkyj district): Two working grounds with slag and 

iron aggregations. Excavated in 1983 and 1987 (Penyak, Popovich, 

Potushniak 1983/5: 2; Kotigoroshko 1987/143: 8-9). Map 1.11. 

Mukacheve: Occupation level with a large quantity of wheel-made 

pottery revealed during the water pipe construction on the Zamkova street 

(Bidzilya 1971: 41-42; Kotygoroshko 2008: 126). Map 1.12. 

Muzhyeve (Beregivsˋkyj district): Two half-dugout dwellings; fragments 

of 25 wheel-made and 35 to 40 hand-made pottery vessels. Excavated in 

1982 (Balaguri, Kotigoroshko 1983/152: 20-21). Map 1.13.  

Nevetlenfolu (Dyakove) (Vynogradivsˋkyj district): A damaged pit and 

cultural layer with hand-made and wheel-made pottery which was 

revealed in 1970 in the Nadˋ Eger stove (Balaguri 1970/50: 2-3). In 1972, 

at the Tekerev stove the working ground with 97 forges, 10 fireplaces, 4 

storage pits had been excavated (Balaguri, Potushnyak, Penyak 1972/97: 

87-88). Map 1.14. 

Nove Klynove (Vynogradivsˋkyj district): 15 working grounds with slag 

agglomerations and more than 130 forges occupying a territory of 

approximately 50 ha on the left bank of the Botar river. Few fragments of 

hand-made and wheel-made pottery. The remains of forges and iron slag 

are known from nearby villages Yulivci, Volchansˋke and Chepe 

(Bidzilya, Shhukin 1993: 70-71). Map 1.15.      

Oleshnyk (Vynogradivsˋkyj district): Two half-dugout dwellings (4.8x5.7 

m; 4.8x3.6 m); wheel-made (22%) and hand-made (78%) pottery; a small 

curved knife (l = 11 cm); fragment of a chain belt (fig. 4); a chisel; two 

iron goods of uncertain form and iron slag in dwelling no. 24; fragment of 

a wire fibula (?); three spindle whorls. Excavated in 1977 (Penjak, 

Popovich, Potushnyak, 1977/18: 33-6, fig. 76). A. Ostroverhov with 

reference to V. Kotygoroshko mentions the find of a glass arm-ring 

fragment (2007: 142-143). Map 1.16. 
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Osiy (Irshavsˋkyj district): Several dwellings; occupation layer with hand-

made and wheel-made pottery fragments; three spearheads (Bidzilya 1971: 

41).  Map 1.17. 

Rativci (Uzhgorodsˋkyj district): Five dwellings; storage pits. Ceramic 

findings are represented mostly by fragments of hand-made vessels and to 

a lesser degree by wheel-made pottery fragments (Bidzilya 1971: 39). 

Map 1.18. 

Uzhgorod: Three to five settlements in different districts of the city; stray 

finds:  a) On the territory of the modern brickyard two dug-out dwellings 

with wheel-made pottery fragments were excavated. Several bronze 

finger-rings and arm-ring with knobs were found also.  

b) The second settlement represented by the occupation layer with hand-

made and wheel-made pottery fragments on the Uzhgorod’s castle hill.  

c) The third settlement revealed during the excavations of the Slavic site 

Radvanka (eastern suburb of Uzhgorod). Occupation layer is represented 

by hand-made and wheel-made pottery fragments (Bidzilya 1971: 40-41). 

In 1976 iron slag pieces and some wheel-made pottery fragments were 

revealed.  

d) Lysa Gora stove (northern suburb of Uzhgorod). Cultural layer with 

small pottery fragments (mostly hand-made). One fragment contained 

traces of iron slag. Excavated in 1976.  

e) Mlaki stove (northern suburb of Uzhgorod). Damaged cultural layer 

with wheel-made La Tène pottery fragments and iron slag. Excavated in 

1976 (Medvedev 1976/115: 2-10). Map 1.19. 

Velyka Biganˋ (Beregivsˋkyj district): 1986 excavations revealed three 

dwellings; hand-made and wheel-made pottery fragments (Balaguri 

1986/57: 7-8). 1987 excavations: two half-dugout dwellings (S = 11.7 and 

15.6 m); hand-made and wheel-made pottery fragments (Kotigoroshko 

1987/143: 10-11). A. Ostroverhov citing V. Kotygoroshko mentions the 

fragment of a glass arm-ring found in dwelling 1 of the settlement (2007: 

142-143). Map 1.20. 

Verhni Remety (Irshavsˋkyj district): Dwelling with hand-made and 

wheel-made pottery fragments; fragment of a spindle whorl (Bidzilya 

1971: 41). Map 1.21. 
 

3. The La Tène goods from the Kushtanovycya and Dacian burials of 

the Upper Tisza area (Zakarpatsˋka region, Ukraine) 

Bobove (Vynogradivsˋkyj district): Cremation burial under the mound. 

The grave contained 16 black glass beads, fragment of a wire fibula, some 

fragments of a chain belt, three hand-made vessels of the Kushtanovycya 
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type, two wheel-made La Tène vessels. The late La Tène painted vase is 

of particular interest (Bidzilya 1971: 44).      

Kushtanovycya (Mukachivski district): The burial ground of the 

Kushtanovycya culture. The cremation grave in the burial mound no. 11 

contained an inventory of items (wheel-made urn, three bronze fibulae, 

fragments of a bronze chain belt), all exclusively La Tène. Excavated in 

1931 (Bidzilya 1971: 44).     

Kolodne (Irshavsˋkyj district): The burial ground of the Kushtanovycya 

culture. Among the grave goods of the Kushtanovycya types, a wheel-

made La Tène vessel (mound no. XV) and some fragments (mounds nos. 

IX, XI) were excavated by G.I. Smirnova in 1958 (Bidzilya 1971: 45). 

Machola (Beregivsˋkyj district): The burial ground with badly damaged 

cremation graves unsystematically excavated in 1932. Most of the grave 

goods are now lost. The glass arm-ring and the wheel-made La Tène urn 

are currently kept in the State Museum of Uzhgorod (Bidzilya 1971: 45).    

Onokivci (Uzhgorodsˋkyj district): A wheel-made La Tène urn from the 

burial ground of the Kushtanovycya culture (Bidzilya 1971: 45-46).  

Mala Kopanya (Vynogradivsˋkyj district): Seven ritually bent late La 

Tène swords from Dacian burial ground near the Mala Kopanya hill-fort; 

fragmented glass arm-rings (Kotigorosko 2009: 36-7: fig. 29). 
 

4. The La Tène sites and stray finds from the lands eastward of the 

Carpathians 

Berezhanka (Chemerovecˋkyj district, Hmelnycˋka region): Fragments of 

golden torques of possible La Tène origin in the hoard of uncertain 

cultural attribution (Vynokur 1969; Shhukin 1994: 99). In spite of the 

finds’ similarity to the goods made by the Celtic craftsmen, it must be said 

that one of the fragments is close to the Havor type of torques which are 

known from the Baltic (Havor in Jutland, isle of Gotland, Trollhättan in 

Sweden) and the North Pontic (Olbia and Zalevki in Ukraine) regions. It 

is likely that the fragmented torque from the Dacian cemetery in Mala 

Kopanya belongs to the same type (Kotigoroshko 2009: fig. 40). Although 

the style of the torques had been inspired by the Celtic art; it is most likely 

that all of them were produced in the first-second century AD (Shchukin 

2005: 73-81). The fact that the fragments of a hand-made pottery vessel 

found along with the golden torques from Berezhanka dates back possibly 

to the Roman period makes the Celtic attribution of the hoard even more 

problematic. Currently, the goods from the Berezhanka hoard are kept in 

the Kam’yanecˋ-Podilˋsˋkyj Museum. Map 2.1.  

Bilenˋke (Bilgorod-Dnistrovsˋkyj district, Odesˋka region): An early 

Montefortino type bronze helmet. Stray find (Brujako, Rossokhatskiy 

1993). The early date of the helmet (the late fourth – early third century 
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BC) as well as other La Tène finds from the nearby area of Tyras make an 

attribution of the helmet to a Celtic mercenary possible. Currently, the 

helmet is kept in the Bilgorod-Dnistrovsˋkyj Regional Museum. Map 2.2 

(fig. 9).    

Biyivci (Boguslavsˋkyj district, Kyivsˋka region): A double-spring fibula 

(La Tène B2/C1). A stray find (Bidzilya, Shhukin 1993: 74, 82, tab. 

XVIII.6). Map 2.3 (fig. 14.6). 

Borodyanka (Kyivsˋka region): A La Tène C fibula. A stray find 

(Pachkova 2006: 223, fig. 26). Map 2.4 (fig. 15.3). 

Bovshiv (Galycˋkyj district, Ivano-Frankivsˋka region): A half-dugout 

dwelling (2.4 x 2.4m); a pit with a pottery stove; fragmented La Tène 

pottery of the second-first centuries BC; fragmented hand-made pottery of 

the Pomorsk or Poieneşti-Lukashevka culture (Krushelnitskaya 1965; 

Maksimov 1999: 146). Map 2.5 (fig. 17). 

Chersk (Manevycˋkyj district, Volynsˋka region): An iron Duchcov fibula 

(La Tène B – C1) (Kukharenko 1961: 68, tab. 9.2). Map 2.6.  

Dniester estuary: Seven derivations of the Hellenistic coins found in different 

locations. Among them are: a golden 1/8 stater with Heracles head on obverse 

and a horse head on reverse; a silver didrachm; a silver drachma; four lead 

drachmas. Silver and lead coins are supposed to be derivations of the Philip II 

minting (Alekseev, Loboda 2004: 91-94). The coins are currently in the 

possession of the Odesa Numismatics Museum. Map 2.7 (fig. 12). 

Dublyany (Lvivsˋkyj district, Lvivsˋka region):  An iron Duchcov fibula 

(La Tène B – C1) in the Pomorsk culture burial (Ambroz 1966: 12, tab. 

2.1). Map 2.8 (fig. 14.2). 

Galych (Ivano-Frankivska region): A La Tène C fibula (fragment). A 

stray find (Ambroz 1966: 19). Map 2.9 (fig. 15.5). 

Golovne (Lubomlsˋkyj district, Volynsˋka region): A bronze Duchcov 

fibula (La Tène B – C1) in the Pomorsk culture burial (Kukharenko 1961: 

62, 64, tab. 5.13). Map 2.10 (fig. 14.3). 

Gorodnycya (Gorodenkivsˋkyj district, Ivano-Frankivsˋka region): A La 

Tène C fibula of a rare type; stray find. The Celtic attribution of the fibula 

is questionable. M. Babeş supposes the Baltic origin of the brooch (2005: 

122-125, fig. 1, 2). Map 2.11 (fig. 15.1). 

Grygorivka (Mohyliv-Podilsˋkyj district, Vynnytsˋka region): A bronze La 

Tène C fibula; stray find (Artamonov 1955: ris. 41.2.3). Map 2.12 (fig. 14.2). 

Gryniv (Pustomytivsˋkyj district, Lvivsˋka region): Four late La Tène 

swords (some of them seem to be of local production), all ritually bent; 

scabbard with cut-out anthropomorphic and zoomorphic figures 

(Kazakevich 2010). Map 2.13.  
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Map 2. The La Tène sites, imports and stray finds eastward of the Carpathians 

Map 

 

Fig. 12. The Dniester estuary coins, 

Odesa Numismatics Museum  

Fig. 13. Bronze La Tène neck-rings 
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 Holodne (Volodymyr-Volynsˋkyj district, Volynsˋka region): An iron 

early La Tène fibula of the unknown type; stray find (Kukharenko 1959: 

45). Map 2.14. 

Horoshove (Zalishchycˋkyj district, Ternopils’ka region): Fragments of 

the second-first century BC La Tène pottery along with the fragments of 

sapropelite arm-rings in two dwellings of the Poieneşti-Lukashevka 

culture settlement (Pachkova 1983: 45, fig. 10.6). Map 2.15. 

Ivane Puste (Borshivsˋkyj district, Ternopilsˋka region): An early La 

Tène arm-ring from the Getic settlement (Ganina 1965, fig. 2.4). Map 

2.16 (fig. 16.3). 

Kaniv (Cherkas’ka region): An early La Tène arm-ring from the Scythian 

settlement (Khanenko, Khanenko 1899: tab. XI. 62, 67). Map 2.17 (fig. 

16.4). 

Liplyave (Kanivsˋkyj district, Cherkasˋka region): Two bronze Duchcov 

fibulae (La Tène B – C1) on the territory of a Scythian hill-fort (Ambroz 

1966: 12; Petrov 1961: tab. III.8). Map 2.18 (fig. 14.4-5). 

Lower Dnipro area: Two double-spring fibulae (La Tène B2/C1). Stray 

finds made by A. Bodiansky; cultural context is unknown (Bidzilya, 

Shchukin 1993: 74, tab. XXVII.10, 11; Shchukin 1994: 99). Map 2.19 

(fig. 14.7).  

Makariv ostriv (the stove (?) near Cherneche Chygyrynsˋkyj district, 

Cherkasˋka region): A bronze La Tène (?) neck-ring (fragment); stray find 

from the excavation of the early medieval Slavic settlement (Prykhodniuk 

1980: fig. 45.2; Shchukin 1994: 99). Map 2.20 (fig. 13.1). 

Melˋnykivka (Smilyansˋkyj district, Cherkasˋka region): A bronze La 

Tène (?) neck-ring; stray find (Bobrinsky 1910: fig. 38; Shchukin 1994: 

99). Map 2.21 (fig. 13.2). 

Dublyany (Lvivsˋkyj district, Lvivsˋka region):  An iron Duchcov fibula 

(La Tène B – C1) in the Pomorsk culture burial (Ambroz 1966: 12, tab. 

2.1). Map 2.8 (fig. 14.2). 

Galych (Ivano-Frankivska region): A La Tène C fibula (fragment). A 

stray find (Ambroz 1966: 19). Map 2.9 (fig. 15.5). 

Golovne (Lubomlsˋkyj district, Volynsˋka region): A bronze Duchcov 

fibula (La Tène B – C1) in the Pomorsk culture burial (Kukharenko 1961: 

62, 64, tab. 5.13). Map 2.10 (fig. 14.3). 

Gorodnycya (Gorodenkivsˋkyj district, Ivano-Frankivsˋka region): A La 

Tène C fibula of a rare type; stray find. The Celtic attribution of the fibula 

is questionable. M. Babeş supposes the Baltic origin of the brooch (2005: 

122-125, fig. 1, 2). Map 2.11 (fig. 15.1). 
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Fig. 14. Early La Tène fibulae 

 

Fig. 15. Middle La Tène fibulae 

 

Fig. 16. Early La Tène arm-rings 

 

Fig. 17. Bovshiv La Tène wheel-made  

pottery  
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Grygorivka (Mohyliv-Podilsˋkyj district, Vynnytsˋka region): A bronze 

La Tène C fibula; stray find (Artamonov 1955: ris. 41.2.3). Map 2.12 (fig. 

14.2). 

Mutyn (Krolevetsky district, Sumska region): About a dozen of late La 

Tène swords, 5 Novo Mesto type helmets and other military equipment 

from the La Tènized Khar’yevka type graves (see Terpilovsky 2010). 

Excavations carried out between 2009-2010; most of the outcomes are not 

yet published. Map 2.22.   

Novosilka (Zalishchycˋkyj district, Ternopilsˋka region): Fragments of 

painted late La Tène pottery on the Lypytsya culture settlement 

(Kukharenko 1959: 45; Bandrivskiy, Josypyshyn 1997: 10). Map 2.23.  

Nyzhnya Stynava (Stryjsˋkyj district, Lvivsˋka region): Late La Tène 

sword, fragment of another sword along with horse gear and pottery in the 

burial of uncertain cultural attribution (Bandrivsky, Yosepyshyn 1997: 9-

10). Map 2.24. 

Olbia (Greek colony near the village of Parutyne Ochakivsˋkyj district, 

Mykolayivsˋka region): There are no objects found in Olbia which may be 

evidently considered as imports from the Celtic lands. However, the 

Greek colony played a role of a production centre for the local La Tène-

like goods. The casting-form for the La Tène B-C bronze arm-rings 

production came from Olbia as well as a comparably large quantity of the 

middle La Tène wire brooches, including the fibulae of the so-called 

‘Olbian type’ (see Vinogradov 1989: 182). Map 2.25.  

Panticapaeum (today’s Kerch in the Crimea): Two double-spring fibulae 

(La Tène B2/C1); stray finds (Ambroz 1966: 12, 14, tab. 1.8, 9). Map 2.26 

(fig. 14.8-9). 

Pekari (Kanivsˋkyj district, Cherkas’ka region): A wire neck-ring (fig. 

13.3), a bronze “mask” (h = 3 cm; fig. 6), early La Tène arm-rings (fig. 

16.1, 16.2); stray finds (Kukharenko 1959: 49). All the items (with 

exception of a neck-ring) are currently in possession of the National 

Museum of the History of Ukraine in Kyiv. Map 2.27.   

Pyrogiv (currently a southern suburb of Kyiv): La Tène C fibula in the 

Zarubynci culture burial (Pachkova 2006: fig. 25.1). Map 2.28 (fig. 15.4). 

Scythian Neapolis (present day Simferopol in the Crimea): Two late La 

Tène swords along with several La Tène C fibulae of the Neapolis type. 

Found in the mausoleum of Skilurus, the king of little Scythia (late
 
second 

century BC). One of the swords (l = 102 cm, fig. 8) comes from a rich 

grave of a Scythian warlord (box 2). Another burial in the grave contained 

a late Etruscan mirror. The sword is currently kept in the Pushkin 

Museum of Fine Arts, Moscow (Treister 1993: 792-793, fig. 4). The 
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second sword comes from the tomb of Skilurus that contained a large 

quantity of military equipment. The sword had previously been broken 

before it was deposited into the grave (Zaycev 2003: 55, fig. 79.1). Map 

2.29.  

Tyras (Greek colony on the territory of today’s Bilgorod-Dniestrovsˋkyj 

town): M. Karwowski called my attention to the find of Eastern Celtic 

glass arm-ring from Tyras which belongs to group 15 according to the 

Haevernick’s classification (Ostroverhov 2007: fig. 3). Currently, the arm-

ring is preserved in the Bilgorod-Dnistrovsˋkyj Regional Museum. 

Another glass bracelet possibly belongs to the group 6b; however, the 

quality of its drawing (ibid., fig. 1.5) does not permit making any 

plausible conclusions. According to A. Ostroverhov, the arm-rings are 

dated to the La Tène C1b-C2 period (ibid., 143). Map 2.30. 

Vovkivci (Romensˋkyj district, Sumsˋka region): Two La Tène C fibulae 

in the burial of uncertain cultural attribution. Found along with glass 

beads, a golden finger-ring, a bronze mirror and various items of pottery 

(Khanenko, Khanenko 1900: 8-9, tab. XLIV.355-356, 462). Map 2.31.    

Vyshhetarasivka (Tomakivsˋkyj district, Dnipropetrovsˋka region; other 

names of the site, e.g. Verkhniaja Tarasovka and Skelˋki, are incorrect): 

An inhumation burial which contained the La Tène B2/C1-C2 sword (l = 

83 cm), a head piece of the spear (l = 40 cm) and a fragmented brooch of 

the uncertain type. The drawing of the sword from the A. Bodyanskyj’s 

paper (1962) is approximate (see Shaposhnikova, Bodyanskij, 

Shchepinskij 1958; Bodyanskij 1962). Map 2.32 (fig. 7). 

Zalissya (Chernobylˋsˋkyj district, Kyivs’ka region): A cremation burial 

unsystematically excavated in 1900. A hand-made clay urn of the form 

similar to La Tène wheel-made pottery containing a bronze Duchcov 

fibula. On the same site the fragments of the early La Tène arm-rings were 

found. All the items are currently lost (see Belyashevskiy 1904). Map 2.33 

(fig. 14.1). 
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