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Proposing outputs for REF2021 

Introduction 

Ulster University’s REF process is being managed using PURE. This means that your outputs 
and personal details must be up to date within PURE. 

You have been identified as a member of Category A Submitted staff i.e.: an individual 
with ‘significant responsibility for research and, as such, you are invited to propose the 
research outputs you wish to be considered for inclusion in REF2021. 

The outputs proposed by Category A Submitted staff will form the total pool of available 
outputs to each REF2021 Unit of Assessment. 

The process for the final selection of outputs has not yet been determined and this process 
will form part of a university wide consultation on the draft REF2021 Code of Practice. 

Steps: Proposing outputs for REF2021 (as an academic user) 

1. Access your PURE profile at: https://pure.ulster.ac.uk/admin 

2. Click on the ‘Propose outputs for 
REF2021’ tab on your ‘Personal’ 
profile page.  This will bring up a list 
of the publications you have added to 
PURE with a publication date between 
01/01/2014 and 31/12/2020.  You 
will then need to click on the blue 
button ‘Propose research outputs 
for REF2021’. 
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Proposing outputs for REF2021 

3. You can now select the outputs you wish to 
propose. Only outputs that have been 
deposited in PURE will be available. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

You can propose as many outputs as you wish 
and you can rank up to 5 with the remaining 
being tagged as ‘Alternate’. 

Please note that the ‘Give your reason for 
proposing output’ field is mandatory 
however, if you do not wish to complete this 
you should put an asterisk (*) in the field in 
order to proceed. If completing the ‘Give 
your reason for proposing output’ field you 
should provide a rationale for proposing the 
output. 

Indicate whether the output has arisen from 
interdisciplinary research. 

Is it a co-authored output? If yes, provide 
details of your contribution. 

Are you proposing that the output be double 
weighted? If yes, please provide a 
justification statement. 

You will need to press ‘Update’ at the 
bottom right of the output proposal box to 
get back to your list of outputs to propose. 
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Proposing outputs for REF2021 

10. You should then repeat all of the above 
steps on any of the other publications 
which you want to propose for REF2021. 

When you have proposed all of your 
outputs, you will need to press ‘Save’ at 
the bottom left of the screen. 

You will now see publications proposed for 
REF2021 on the right hand side of the 
profile screen. 

11. To make any changes to the proposed 
outputs click on the title of the publication 
(blue text) to open an editing screen. 
Click on the ‘Edit’ button, make your 
changes and click on the ‘Update’ button. 
Finally, click on ‘Save’ to store the 
changes. 

Once your publication is selected for 
review the edit option is no longer 
available, so please check that you are 
happy with the proposed output(s) at 
this stage. 

3 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 

 
   

 
    

    
   

 

This guide has been produced by the Research 
Performance team (Research & Impact).  It is a 
living document which will be reviewed and 
finalized as we receive feedback. 

If you have any REF related queries, please email 
ref@ulster.ac.uk. For more general PURE related 
queries, please email pure-support@ulster.ac.uk. 
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