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In preparation for the revalidation of the FdSc Responding to Alcohol and Drug Misuse, 
the team discussed the exit award.  The course team identified that a change in title 
for the CertHE exit award is appropriate from CertHE Responding to Alcohol and Drug 
Misuse to CertHE Studies in Alcohol and Drug Misuse.   
 
This title change is to distinguish that a student leaving with the Level 4 exit award has 
not completed the Work Based Learning component of the programme as opposed to 
the student who has completed the assessed practice element for the Foundation 
Degree.  The new title would emphasise that the exit award is an academic 
qualification, forming the underpinning knowledge for Level 5, rather than a practice 
based qualification as the Foundation Degree is.  The Work Based Learning module 
of the foundation degree with its attendant 240 hours of placement consists of portfolio 
work and a requirement that students achieve a pass in the placement component.  
This is assessed jointly by the placement mentor and Link College based Lecturer.  
The assessment of placement performance is based on the Drug and Alcohol National 
Occupational Standards, therefore students have demonstrated an ability to respond 
to individuals and families impacted by substance use, which is not the case for 
students who exit with the Certificate of Higher Education.  These students have 
studied the underpinning knowledge deemed necessary for practice but have not had 
the opportunity to be assessed in practice.  A precedent has been set with the 
Foundation Degree in Counselling, where the exit award is a CertHE in Counselling 
Studies in order to denote that the exit award students have not fulfilled practice 
requirements. 
 
At the revalidation event at North West Regional College, the two external experts on 
the panel both felt that the use of the term ‘misuse’ in the Foundation Degree title is 
outdated and that a course title of FdSc Responding to Alcohol and Drug Use is more 
appropriate.  The term ‘misuse’ is seen to have negative connotations and may be 
viewed as making a value based judgement on individuals with substance use 
difficulties.  The course team agree that the change in course title would be 
appropriate. 
 
A search of other substance use courses available in the UK found that the majority 
do not use the term ‘misuse’ in their course title which possibly reflects the change in 
terminology used in the contemporary drug and alcohol work sector. 
 
Therefore, it is proposed that the course title is changed to ‘FdSc Responding to 
Alcohol and Drug Use’ with an exit award of ‘Certificate of Higher Education in Studies 
in Alcohol and Drug Use’.  
 


