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1 LIST OF PRIZES AND AWARDS 

 
Total of 395 approved prizes and awards.  They are distributed as follows: 
 
Faculty of Art, Design and the Built Environment   74 
Faculty of Arts        29 
Faculty of Computing and Engineering        59 
Faculty of Life and Health Sciences        99 
Faculty of Social Sciences        43 
Ulster Business School                        84 
University-wide awards          7 
 

2 NEW AND DISCONTINUED UNIVERSITY PRIZES AND AWARDS 
 
During the academic year 39 new prizes and awards were introduced.  They are 
distributed as follows: 
 
Faculty of Art, Design and the Built Environment     5 
Faculty of Computing and Engineering         4  
Faculty of Life and Health Sciences       13 
Faculty of Social Sciences         6 
Ulster Business School                                       11 
  
During the year 21 prizes and awards were discontinued as follows: 
 
Faculty of Art, Design and the Built Environment    3 
Faculty of Arts                                                            2 
Faculty of Computing and Engineering          5 
Faculty of Life and Health Sciences          8 
Ulster Business School                                            3 
 

3 UNIVERSITY-WIDE AWARDS   
 
Awards made 
 
(a) Convocation Student of the Year Award (£500)  

 
The Convocation Student of the Year Award is presented annually to a student 
or group of students who can demonstrate significant personal achievement or 
a substantial contribution to the life of the University, its students or the 
community.  
 
The 2010/11 award was made to Mr Ashish Mathur in recognition of 
outstanding academic achievements whilst writing his PhD.  Mr Mathur joined 
the University’s Nanotechnology and Integrated BioEngineering Centre 
(NIBEC) in 2007 and during his PhD published over 20 research articles and 
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presented his work at various national and international conferences.  Between 
2009 and 2010 he received a number of awards for his presentation skills.  In 
addition, Mr Mathur acts as regional secretary for the Art of Living Foundation 
and, in this capacity, has organised workshops for university staff and students 
and has reached out into the local community to provide help for people who 
suffer from stress which has enabled them to lead a healthy and happy life. In 
the past year, over 250 people have attended these workshops in Northern 
Ireland. 

 
(b) Walter Allen Prize for Creative Writing (£50) 
 

Two submissions were received during academic year 2010/11.  The prize was 
awarded to Mr Jason Lovell (second year student, BA Hons English) for his 
short collection of poems. 
 

(c) UK Federation of Business and Professional Women (NI Division) Travelling 
Scholarship (£300) 

 
One submission was received during academic year 2010/11.  The scholarship 
was awarded to Ms Melanie Gomes (first year PhD student, Faculty of Life and 
Health Sciences) to assist with her visit to the Centre for Environment, Fisheries 
and Aquaculture Science (CEFAS), London in furtherance of her studies. 

 
(d) McCrea Literary Award (Biennial Award) (£500) 
 
 Seven submissions were received during the period 2009/10 to 2010/11.  The 

prize was awarded to Mr Brian McGilloway, who graduated from the University 
in 1996 with a Postgraduate Certificate in Education (English), for his novel, 
‘Little Girl Lost’.  

 
(e) Findlater Award in Social Studies (£300) 
 

Three submissions were received during academic year 2010/11.  The prize 
was awarded to Ms Lisa Coulter (final year student, BSc Hons Social Policy 
with Criminology) for her dissertation entitled ‘Carers and Respite Services’.   

 
(f) Greer Garson Film Award (£500) 
 

Three submissions were received during academic year 2010/11.  The prize 
was awarded to Mr Joseph McStravick (first year student, MA in Documentary 
Practice) for his short film entitled, ‘Chiasma’.  

 
(g) Greer Garson Theatre Award (£500) 
 

No submissions were received during academic year 2010/11. 
 

4       PUBLICISING PRIZES 
 
The following action is taken to publicise awareness of University–wide awards 
among staff and students: 
 
(i) posters are forwarded for display to: 
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 Faculties and Schools 
 Students’ Union 
 University libraries 
 University Career Development Centre 

 
(ii) information is posted on: 
 

 Campus reception screens 
 Academic Office website: www.ulster.ac.uk/academicoffice 

 
(iii) information is included in the University’s Student Handbook issued to all new 

students; 
 
(iv) information is included in a global email to all students; 
 
(v) a link is available to the prizes webpage on the Student Portal; 
 
(vi) in regard to the McCrea Literary Award, which is open to graduates and 

honorary graduates of the University, information is forwarded to the Alumni 
Office for publication. 

 
5 WALTER ALLEN PRIZE FOR CREATIVE WRITING / MCCREA LITERARY AWARD 

– BASIS OF AWARDS 
 
The basis for the Walter Allen Prize and the McCrea Literary Award is similar: 
creative writing in poetry, prose, or drama in the case of the former and creative 
writing in the fields of poetry, essay, drama, the novel or the humanities in general in 
the case of the latter.  Quite often this has led to the same piece of work being 
submitted for both prizes and the comparative size and scale of work submitted 
being vastly different. 
 
To remedy the problem, the Chair of the 2010/11 judging panel, Dr Frank Sewell, 
has devised the following guidelines which, if approved, would be provided to 
applicants with the application form.  It would be made clear that what is contained in 
the guidelines is indicative only of the required size and scale of a submission for 
each prize and is not intended to be restrictive in regard to the type of work that may 
be submitted for consideration.  Apart from published work, three copies of each 
submission would be required. 
 
Walter Allen Prize                                    McCrea Literary Award 
 
Five poems                                              Ten to fifteen poems 
One short story                                        Two to three short stories 
A short screen/play (1-2 acts)                 A full-length screen/play 
Two chapters of fiction                            A novel (full-length or well-advanced) 
Two chapters of non-fiction                     A non-fiction work (full-length or well-   

advanced) 
Three songs (words and music)              Ten songs (words and music)  
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In addition, in order to further guide applicants towards the most appropriate prize, it 
is suggested that a list of the previous three winning submissions including title, 
nature (including genre) and scale of the work be also provided to applicants with the 
guidelines.  (NB: The Walter Allen Prize will not be offered in academic year 2011/12 
due to insufficient interest having accrued on the capital.  The Faculty intends to 
seek further funding in order to be able to offer the prize in future years.) 
 
Recommendation:  that the guidelines be approved in respect of each of the above 
prizes. 
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