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1. CONTEXT  
The revalidation process provided the opportunity for the School of Art and Design to  
review and evaluate its post graduate provision; the post graduate portfolio  
consisted of four programmes of study: the renowned Master of Fine Art, MA Art in  
Public and MA Multidisciplinary Design (both these courses were established  
in 2007); and the new MFA Photography course (started September 2009).  
 

1.1  Master of Fine Art – (240 credits) 
The course recognises contemporary fine art practice as being open and pluralistic; it 
encourages dialogue between diverse disciplines, and encompasses both theory and 
practice as valid research tools. Students are asked to consider their practice 
through material, physical space and technique, to develop systems of enquiry, 
which both embrace traditional exhibition and also explore more innovative models of 
art distribution. The course embraces the development of committed, sustainable 
practice and the maintenance of high standards of professional practice.  
 
The Master of Fine Art (MFA) was established in 1994. The rationale for change from 
an MA to a Master of Fine Art essentially was based on the high level of research 
informed teaching that underpinned the course team’s philosophy to teaching and it 
was also embedded in a deep commitment to professionalism within the arts. The 
final year of the programme was extended to be a 120 credit ‘Public Output’ module 
which equipped students with the skills necessary to function effectively as a 
professional arts practitioner, with students working towards the final, public 
exhibition of work.  
 
The nomenclature (MFA) acknowledges the fact that this is a taught masters course 
with the focus being on the development of students’ art practice. The change to a 
two year course enforced its relationship with other available research Degrees e.g. 
MPhil; also from a funding point of view it was equivalent to an MPhil. In addition, the 
development of an MFA was crucial in order to attract international students (e.g. an 
MA is not recognised in the US). 
 
      1.2  MA Art in Public – (180 credits) 
This course was created in recognition of emerging fundamental challenges and  
changes to models of art practice that seek to engage a wider ‘non-art’ public  
dimension. This field of practice is well established and of growing importance within  
contemporary art and social practice; the course team define Art in Public as a broad  
range of possibilities which address working with public relevancy and within the  



2 
 

public realm.  
 
       1.3 MA Multidisciplinary Design (180 credits)  
This is the only masters programme in Design within the School of Art and Design. 
The course was developed to provide a community of design practice where thinking 
and practical considerations of design are considered essential partners. In 
understanding and engaging with the way discourses infuse design practice in a local 
and global arena, an individual can develop new knowledge and understanding 
impacting upon their practice. This results in the generation of new ideas and 
innovative approaches towards the development of new artefacts, products services 
and systems of thinking.  
 
     1.4  MFA Photography (180 credits) 
The programme encompasses a broad definition of photography as a lens based 
medium considered from conceptual, historical, aesthetic, theoretical and technical 
perspectives. The programmes provides students with a distinctive approach to 
photographic practice in a theoretical context whilst the practical projects, lectures 
seminars, workshops and seminars, enable students to understand the relationship 
between materials and technologies and the development of ideas. 
 
This programme will be revalidated in 2013/14.  As part of this revalidation process 
the programme will adopt the 240 credit model, thus aligning the provision with all the 
other post graduate masters programmes within the School of Art and Design.  
Current Photography Masters students have requested this change though the 
Module Monitoring Survey.  
 

2. RATIONALE FOR CHANGE - INCREASE FROM THE STANDARD 180 TO 
240 CREDIT POINTS. 

The Revalidation process provided the School of Art and Design with the opportunity   
to rationalise its post graduate provision. Investigation established the structure of  
the MA courses was inhibiting students’ critical development and engagement and  
the skills acquisition indicative of master’s art practice; students required a longer  
period of time to develop professional art practice; student feedback from the MA  
courses endorsed these conclusions.  
 
Based on the well established model of Master of Fine Art, the two MA programmes  
were revised to mirror the MFA course structure and to clearly reflect these are  
taught masters programmes by practice. The change from 180 to 240 credit points 
was primarily to facilitate a more sustained period of study on the final module ‘Public 
Output’ or ‘Masters Project’.  
 
The 120 credit module ‘Public Output/Masters Project’ will enable students to work 
more ambitiously and will provide students with the skills necessary to function 
effectively as a professional arts practitioner, while they work towards the final, public 
exhibition of work. Students will also be able to produce research documentation that 
has a deeper engagement with their critical thinking. CA1 forms were submitted to 
APSC to change the award titles from MA to MFA; and to change the structure from 
a 180 credit, 3 semester programme to a 4 semester, 240 credit programme. The 
final year structure of the Master of Fine Art course is accommodated by the 
University Regulatory Framework, which allows in the event of failure, one 
opportunity to resit the Public Output module (120 credits). 
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In addition the change in title will attract an American clientele, thus building upon 
existing relations with USA students. The proposed change in title has been 
supported through feedback received from the External Examiners, highlighting the 
strong connections that exist between the region and North America, and reflecting 
the fact that American students require an MFA  award (an MFA is perceived 
differently in the USA, i.e. an MA is perceived as a lower award). 
 

3. PROPOSED VARIATIONS FROM UNIVERSITY POLICY  
The Faculty is requesting that the MFA Art in Public and MFA Multidisciplinary 
Design courses be permitted to deviate from standard University policy as follows: 
 
The final classification of the MFA Award will be based on the 120 credit Public 
Output module, not the standard ‘all modules at the final level. 
 
For part-time students the Master’s project will extend over two academic 
years.  Normally modules would be completed within the year, so this variation would 
be ‘irregular’. 
 

3.1 Exemptions  
For these programmes, Masters students with evidence from the accreditation of 
prior experiential learning may be accepted as exempting candidates from part of the 
programme provided that 
 
They shall register as students of the University for modules amounting to the final 
50% of the credit value of the award at the highest level (Master’s project is 120 of 
the 240 credit point award). 
 
     3.2      Failure 120 credit module 
While maintaining the integrity and key principles of the Regulations for Post 
Graduate Programmes of Study leading to the Award of Master’s Degrees, the 
Faculty is requesting that the regulations for the MFA Art in Public and MFA 
Multidisciplinary Design courses be permitted to deviate on the following key points: 
 
CONSEQUENCES OF FAILURE   
19 Failure in Final Year  

Candidates who fail to satisfy the Board of Examiners in the Public 
Output/Masters Project module (120 credits) may be permitted to resubmit on 
one occasion only, within a period agreed by the Examination Board.  

 
FINAL AWARD 
22 The assessment results from the final Public Output/Masters Project module 

(120 credits) shall determine the overall grading. 
 
The following shall be the minimum overall percentages used to determine the 
final gradings of candidates: 
 
Pass with Distinction  70% 
Pass     50% 
 

Dr Denise Gray  
Faculty Teaching and Learning Coordinator 


