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Background 
 
The revalidation / evaluation event for Subject Unit 8A Economics was carried out on the 
12th April 2013 and the panel agreed that the provision be approved for a further period of 
five years (intakes 2013/14 to 2017/18), subject to the conditions and recommendations 
below being addressed and a satisfactory response and revised submission being forwarded 
to the Academic Office.  
 
Conditions 
 

(i) that an additional external examiner be appointed; 
 
(ii) that the regulatory and standards matters identified by the Academic Office be 

addressed (appendix). 
 
Recommendations  

 
(iii) that the Dissertation be made compulsory and the word limit reduced. 
 

Since then, Course Approval Sub-Committee (CASC) have met on 18th Sept 2013 and 
agreed that the Faculty be required to present a case to the meeting of the Teaching and 
Learning Committee regarding the status of the dissertation module. 
 
Status of Dissertation – Going Forward  

 
On review of the feedback from CASC, the Course Planning Team has reviewed the 
programme structures further and would now propose to have a compulsory dissertation for  
the Single Honours Economics and to retain the optional status for the more business 
oriented programmes: 
 
Compulsory Dissertation –  BSc Hons Economics 
 
Optional Dissertation –  BSc Hons Business Economics (Single Hons / Major) 
    Economics (Major) 

Rationale 

Reviewing the practices of the undergraduate degrees in Economics by other reputable UK 
universities, it is clear that the norm is not to have an undergraduate dissertation as a 
compulsory module, but as an optional one. A compulsory dissertation reduces the choice 
of students at the final year. In the experience of the teaching staff, large numbers of 
students benefit more by given the freedom to choose some of their final year options 
rather than having to develop a dissertation on topics that they are less interested in. 
Departing from the principle of a compulsory dissertation for the more business oriented 
programmes, will in the majority of cases, better match student career interests, talents and 
academic demands. 



Students who would like to pursue postgraduate study benefit by writing an undergraduate 
dissertation and are encouraged to consider the option.  Providing for an optional 
dissertation offers a better selection mechanism to students with different aspirations and 
career objectives. In the experience of the teaching staff, and despite repeated warnings 
from their tutors, sometimes students who do not appreciate the demands of self–motivated 
research, treat a compulsory dissertation as a less urgent module and struggle to complete 
at the end of the year.  

Subject Benchmarks and Learning Outcomes 

The QAA Economics Benchmark statement (2007) indicates that “students should be 
encouraged to explore and analyse information and consider policy implications; and that a 
variety of approaches in economics to managing the learning process may be adopted to 
achieve this. Students should be assisted to learn actively and in depth and to develop 
problem-solving skills and higher-order skills of reasoning and analysis in a structured and 
supportive environment.” 

On review of the benchmark and based on previous experience, where on average less 
than 50% of students elect to complete the dissertation; the Business Economics (Single 
Hons / Major) and the Economics (Major) are proposed to retain the “Dissertation” module 
as optional. However, several of the core level 6 modules have been revised to ensure that 
the learning outcomes (and assessment) associated with the “Dissertation” module can be 
achieved elsewhere. (See Tables 1,2 below on the cross referencing of learning outcomes). 

In relation to assessment, the “Dissertation” word limit has been reduced from 10,000 to 
8,000 words. The “Economics of Business Strategy” module has revised coursework 
requirements to an individual research project (3,000 words), examining an applied aspect 
of the economics of business strategy and a viva style presentation. The “Analytical 
Research Methods” module has revised coursework requirements to an individual research 
project (3,000 words) on a topic or issue of economic interest and to apply the analytical 
skills and knowledge acquired in the module. 

It is also worth noting that the new modules, developed by the NI Centre for Economic 
Policy (NICEP) throughout levels (4,5,6) have been designed to enhance the application of 
economics, the evaluation of government policy and ensure commercially relevant skills for 
the work place, through a research informed approach to curriculum and assessment. The 
level 6 modules in particular, developed by NICEP (“Regional Economics: UK Regions and 
Cities, theory, policy and forecasting”; “Economic Policy”) require students to complete 
benchmarking and comparative analysis projects; and business case / impact assessment 
projects. 

As a Department and Course Team, it is the belief that the above proposal provides 
students with an enhanced and business relevant experience.  We will however continue to 
keep the status of the Dissertation under review, alongside the range of applied research 
skills being delivered.  

Course Planning Team : Dr Gillian Armstrong, Mr Michael Pogue, Dr Mark Bailey, 
Professor Neil Gibson, Miss Gillian McCallion, Mrs Claire McCann, Professor Siddiqur 
Osmani, Professor George Tridimas. 
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Table 1: Business Economics programmes – Learning Outcomes Cross Referenced 
 
Economics of Business Strategy  Dissertation 
K2 - Apply relevant concepts and models 
to undertake an economic analysis of 
specific real world cases and examples 
relevant to the management of 
organisations. 

→ K1 - Identify a viable topic of research in 
the economics or business economics 
field. 
K2 - Apply the relevant business and 
economic theory to the analysis of the 
topic. 

K3 - Demonstrate a critical 
understanding of a range of topics and 
issues related to the economic analysis 
of the market and industry environment. 
I1 - Undertake critical evaluation of key 
economic concepts and recognise the 
limits of the analysis in a broader socio-
economic context. 

→ I2 - Critically evaluate the theoretical, 
empirical or other materials on which the 
work draws. 
I3 - Critically review literature and other 
background work relevant to the topic. 

I2 - Gather evidence and to assimilate, 
structure and analyse material. 

→ I1 - State clearly and concisely the scope 
of the study. 
I4 - Select methods of inquiry appropriate 
to the topic. 
P1 - Collect data from a number of 
sources. 
P2 -Organise, present and critically 
interpret information and data. 

I3 - Draw conclusions and reflect on the 
outcome of the work. 

→ K3 – Draw policy or other significant 
conclusions from the analysis. 
I5 - Draw conclusions and reflect on the 
outcome of the work 

P1 - Communicate economic concepts in 
a clear and precise style through written 
work. 
P2 - Appreciate the appropriate level of 
abstraction for a range of economic 
issues. 

→ T3 - Undertake a piece of independent 
research. 

P3 - Demonstrate an appropriate skill 
base from which they can use economic 
and business ideas in a multi-disciplinary 
way 

→  

P4 - Use modern computer programs to 
analyse and present a substantial piece 
of work. 

→ P3 - Use modern computer programs to 
analyse and present a substantial piece of 
work. 

P5 - Present a document which is literate 
and professional. 

→ P4 - Present a document which is literate 
and professional. 

T1 - Sustain an argument and debate in 
an intellectually coherent manner with 
other students. 

→ T1 - Think and present arguments in a 
logical fashion. 

T3 - Develop time management skills by 
responding to problems and issues 
within given time limits 

→ T2 - Produce a systematic plan of work 
with progress targets. 

T4 - Reflect on the process of writing a 
substantial piece of research 

→ T4 - Reflect on the process of writing a 
substantial piece of research 
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Table 2: Economics programmes – Learning Outcomes Cross Referenced 
 
Analytical and Research Methods  Dissertation 
P1 - Demonstrate the ability to apply 
advanced mathematical analysis to 
economic issues and critically evaluate 
the solution. 

→ K1 - Identify a viable topic of research 
in the economics or business 
economics field. 
K2 - Apply the relevant business and 
economic theory to the analysis of the 
topic. 

I3 - Integrate statistical technique and 
economic theory into a coherent 
explanation of an economic problem. 
I5- Critically review and evaluate 
background material on a chosen topic 

→ I2 - Critically evaluate the theoretical, 
empirical or other materials on which 
the work draws. 
I3 - Critically review literature and other 
background work relevant to the topic. 

I1 - Demonstrate the ability to abstract 
and simplify in order to identify and model 
the essence of a complex problem. 
I2- Provide intuitive in-depth 
interpretations of mathematical solutions 
to economic problems. 
P3- Collect and interpret data from a 
number of sources. 

→ I1 - State clearly and concisely the 
scope of the study. 
I4 - Select methods of inquiry 
appropriate to the topic. 
P1 - Collect data from a number of 
sources. 
P2 -Organise, present and critically 
interpret information and data. 

I4 - Understand, interpret, and critically 
appraise quantitative econometric results 
in a variety of different applications. 
T4 - Draw conclusions and reflect on the 
outcome of a piece of research 

→ K3 – Draw policy or other significant 
conclusions from the analysis. 
I5 - Draw conclusions and reflect on the 
outcome of the work 

P1 - Demonstrate the ability to apply 
advanced mathematical analysis to 
economic issues and critically evaluate 
the solution 

→ T3 - Undertake a piece of independent 
research. 

P2 - Perform regressions appropriately 
and interpret and communicate the results 
effectively. 

→ P3 - Use modern computer programs to 
analyse and present a substantial piece 
of work. 

T1 - Effectively communicate the 
essential features of a complex analytical 
problem. 

→ P4 - Present a document which is 
literate and professional. 

T3 - Express a proposition in a way 
amenable to statistical testing. 

→ T1 - Think and present arguments in a 
logical fashion. 

T5 - Manage and plan time effectively. → T2 - Produce a systematic plan of work 
with progress targets. 

T4 - Draw conclusions and reflect on the 
outcome of a piece of research 
 

→ T4 - Reflect on the process of writing a 
substantial piece of research 
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