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1 LIST OF PRIZES AND AWARDS 

 
Total of 431 approved prizes and awards.  They are distributed as follows: 
 
Faculty of Art, Design and the Built Environment    79  
Faculty of Arts        25  
Faculty of Computing and Engineering        59  
Faculty of Life and Health Sciences        111  
Faculty of Social Sciences        56  
Ulster Business School                        94  
University-wide awards          7 
 

2 NEW AND DISCONTINUED UNIVERSITY PRIZES AND AWARDS 
 
During the academic year 32 new prizes and awards were introduced.  They are 
distributed as follows: 
 
Faculty of Art, Design and the Built Environment      6  
Faculty of Arts                                                         1 
Computing and Engineering                                      2 
Faculty of Life and Health Sciences                  7 
Faculty of Social Sciences                                         7 
Ulster Business School                                              9 
  
During the academic year 23 prizes and awards were discontinued as follows: 
 
Faculty of Art, Design and the Built Environment       8 
Faculty of Computing and Engineering    3 
Faculty of Life and Health Sciences           5 
Ulster Business School                                              7 
 

3 UNIVERSITY-WIDE AWARDS   
 
Awards made 
 
(a) Convocation Student of the Year Award (£500)  

 
The Convocation Student of the Year Award is presented annually to a student 
or group of students who can demonstrate significant personal achievement or 
substantial contribution to the life of the University, its students or the 
community.  
 
The 2013/14 award was made to Mr Mark O’Hara (BSc Business Studies) in 
recognition of his excellent academic achievements whilst balancing a 
successful sporting career. 
 



Mr O’Hara has been an exemplary student, earning the Dean’s list award in his 
first year of study and graduating in the summer with a first class honours 
degree. Nominated by his peers, he was class representative in the first and 
second years of his degree programme. In his final year he secured a 
professional training contract with KPMG to be one of two graduates employed 
in their Corporate Finance department. 
 
Alongside maintaining this high standard of academic success, Mark also trains 
and competes as an amateur boxer. In 2010 he was awarded the University of 
Ulster Alumni sports scholarship and represented Northern Ireland at the 
Commonwealth Games in India. He has represented Ireland and the University 
at various events including the European student boxing championships and 
the European U23 Olympic hopes tournament, and has been awarded half and 
full colours by the University for his sporting achievements. 
 
Mark is active in his local community, volunteering his time with a local boxing 
club to coach and mentor younger members and to help with fundraising 
activities. He has participated in events to promote boxing in Belfast including 
an interview with CultureNI to endorse the pre-Games Olympic training camp 
and a photo shoot supporting the World Police and Fire Games. 

 
(b) Business and Professional Women UK Limited Travelling Scholarship (£300) 
 

Three submissions were received during academic year 2013/14. The 
scholarship was awarded to Ms Georgina McDowell (first year BSc Hons 
Marine Science) to assist with travel costs related to her attendance on an 8-
week marine conservation programme in the Seychelles with international 
volunteering organisation, Global Vision International. During the programme 
volunteers will spend time in research and conservation activities and in 
learning associated skills including diving skills for which, if successful, 
participants receive a PADI Advanced Open Water Diver qualification. 
Research and conversation skills and techniques learned on the programme 
will benefit Ms McDowell in her future degree studies and career. 

 
(c) Findlater Award in Social Studies (£300) 
 

Four submissions were received during academic year 2013/14. The prize was 
awarded to Ms Alexandra Chapman (Year 3, BSc Hons Social Policy) for her 
dissertation entitled, ‘The impact of the extended schools programme on 
disadvantaged children in Northern Ireland’.   

 
(d) Greer Garson Film Award (£500) 
 

Five submissions were received during academic year 2013/14.  The prize was 
awarded to Ms Catherine McAuley (Year 3, BA Hons Media Studies and 
Production) for her short film entitled, ‘Four Horsemen’. 

 
(e) Greer Garson Theatre Award (£500) 
 

One submission was received during academic year 2013/14 but was 
considered of insufficient merit for the award of the prize. 
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4       PUBLICISING PRIZES 
 
The following action is taken to publicise awareness of University–wide awards 
among staff and students: 
 
(i) posters are forwarded for display to: 

 
• Faculties and Schools 
• Students’ Union 
• University libraries 
• University Career Development Centre 

 
(ii) information is posted on: 
 

• Campus reception screens 
• Academic Office website: www.ulster.ac.uk/academicoffice 

 
(iii) information is included in the University’s Student Handbook issued to all new 

students; 
 
(iv) information is included in a global email to all students; 
 
(v) a link is available to the prizes webpage on the Student Portal; 
 
(vi) in regard to the McCrea Literary Award, which is open to graduates and 

honorary graduates of the University, information is forwarded to the Alumni 
Office for publication. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BMcA 
2.10.14 
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