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Background  
 
During the revalidation process for the School of Engineering (Unit 10A1), the 
Academic Office, in consultation with the School of Engineering (Course Directors), 
reviewed the arrangements for making BEng Hons exit awards from the MEng Hons 
programmes, as they proposed a further intervention in terms of reassessment of the 
level 7 project against level 6 criteria.  Exit awards should be recommended by the 
Board of Examiners on the basis of the current achievements of candidates.  
 
In order to meet the University’s requirements for Honours degrees, students leaving 
with a BEng Hons exit award (from an MEng Hons) must have completed a project/ 
dissertation. A requirement of the accrediting body (IMechE) is also that this individual 
project must account for at least 12% of the students’ overall classification. 
 
The Faculty considers that the introduction of a dissertation at level 6, within the MEng 
Hons programmes, would effectively render levels 4, 5 and 6 identical for both the 
BEng and MEng courses. This in turn would eliminate the integrated nature of levels 
6 and 7 within the MEng Hons programmes. 
 
Proposed Variation  
 
In order to satisfy University requirements, align with the ethos of the Integrated 
Master’s Degree and meet professional body expectations, the Faculty (in consultation 
with the Academic Office) proposes the following method to determine the award and 
classification for the BEng Hons exit award: 
  
For those students who fail the final year of the MEng Hons programmes, a BEng 
Hons exit award will be available to students who fail in modules with an overall value 
of more than 40 credits but have successfully passed the level 7 MEng Hons final 
project module and successfully passed all level 6 modules.  Such students will be 
awarded a BEng Hons in their relevant Engineering discipline.  The basis of this 
classification will be 75% level 6 and 25% level 7.   
 
This calculation is summarised below: 
 
The mean of the year 4 module marks (weighted in proportion to the credit point value 
of each module) multiplied by 0.75 plus the MEng dissertation mark multiplied by 0.25. 
 



2 
 

The variation proposed is intended to meet the expectation that an exit award is made 
without additional assessment in light of a student’s existing academic profile, which 
means a departure from the ‘exit velocity’ principle, such that the final award is 
determined by a combination of results from all level 6 modules and one level 7 
module.  The proposed weighting attributed to the 60 point level 7 project module of 
25% is the same as the weighting attributed to the level 6 project module within the 
normal BEng Hons (25% – 30 of 120 credits), thus ensuring that all candidates 
receiving the BEng Hons will do so on a comparable basis.   


