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Abstract 

In this research report we analyze how the number of speakers of Friulian changes over time in 
north-east Italian region Friuli-Venezia Giulia. The aim of our research is twofold. First, we want 
to illustrate how the number of speakers of Friulian evolved during the past 40 years. To this end, 
we provide an overview of the findings of empirical studies on the Friulian language from 1977, 
1998 and 2014. We complement these findings with population figures, births and death rates as 
well as data on migration and language transmission as to provide a better understanding of the 
current situation in Friuli-Venezia Giulia. Second, this data is used to set up a mathematical lan-
guage dynamics model. With the help of this empirically informed model, we derive projections 
for the future of the Friulian language in the three provinces. 
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