
 
 

UNIVERSITY OF ULSTER Paper No ASQEC/18/14c) 
 
ACADEMIC STANDARDS AND QUALITY ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE  
6 June 2018 Agenda Item 5c)  
 
VARIATIONS AND DEPARTURES FROM THE UNIVERSITY'S REGULATORY  
FRAMEWORK  
 
Faculty of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences 
 
BSc Hons Community Development (part-time) 
 
COVER SHEET 
 
Action is required of the Committee as indicated below. 
 
To consider a request from the Faculty of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences   in 
relation to exemption.          
 
This request has been approved by the Associate Dean (Education) on behalf of the 
Faculty.
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Background  
 
The above provision was revalidated on 9 March 2018.  University regulations under 
Exemptions 7.1 state that “Studies pursued and examinations passed in respect of 
other qualifications awarded by the University or by another university or other 
educational institution or evidence from the accreditation of prior experiential learning, 
may be accepted as exempting candidates from part of an approved programme 
provided that they shall register as students of Ulster University for modules amounting 
to at least the final third of the credit value of the award at the highest level”. 
 
A condition stipulated by the ESB professional body for Community Development 
states “That completion of Level 5 is a pre-requisite for progression to Level 6”. In 
addition, a condition of the Irish Community Professional Body (AIEB) states “That the 
current system of progression from each stage to the next should remain in place.”  
 
It was noted that these conditions depart from the University Regulatory Framework. 
 
Proposed Variation:  Students may not be exempted from Level 5 and/or Level 6 study 
via accreditation of prior experiential learning. Students may not be exempted from 
any Placement module. 
 
The following paper outlines the proposed variation in the departure from the 
University’s standard regulation that evidence from the accreditation of prior 
experiential learning may be accepted as exempting candidates from part of an 
approved programme provided they shall register as students of Ulster University for 
modules amounting to at least the final third of the credit value of the award at the 
highest level. We propose that evidence from the accreditation of prior experiential 
learning may only be accepted as exempting students Level 4 study of the BSc Hons 
Community Development, with the exception of the Placement module at Level 4. 
 
The BSc Hons Community development has previously only be (re)validated for 
Levels 5 and 6, with a stand-alone Certificate in Higher education in Community 
Development previously (re)validated and run by partner institutions, Belfast 
Metropolitan College and North-West Regional Colleges. Both colleges completed 
CA5s this year and have withdrawn these programmes. For many years, the 
Community Development team at Ulster have offered an APEL Community 
Development Pathway through the Centre for Flexible Education, as an alternate 
direct entry route onto Level 5 of the BSc Hons Community Development. Candidates 
who successfully complete this pathway are exempted from Level 4 study, via the 
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accreditation of prior experiential learning. In effect, this enabled experienced 
community development practitioners to complete the degree in 3 years part-time. 
 
Due to the withdrawal of the Certificate in Higher Education in Community 
Development, the team have taken the opportunity in the current revalidation to 
introduce Level 4 modules into the degree and recruit students directly into Level 4. 
The team will continue to operate a Community Development APEL pathway (at Level 
4) for applicants who have significant experience in community development, which 
would allow them direct entry into Yr 2 of the degree.  
 
Previously the BSc Hons Community Development had Placement modules at Levels 
5 and 6. There was no Placement at Level 4 in the Certificate in Higher Education in 
Community Development. In the current revalidation, there are Placement modules at 
Levels 4, 5 and 6. However, the Placement module at Level 4 will not occur until the 
2nd year of study. 
 
It is common practice with professionally endorsed programmes, that professional 
bodies stipulate that evidence from accreditation of prior experiential learning cannot 
be used to gain advanced standing onto a programme which they are professionally 
endorsing. This is currently the case with BSc Hons Community Youth Work and BSc 
Hons Social Work. 
 
In this case, the conditions imposed by both professional bodies validates the team’s 
current practice of widening participation entry to non-traditional and particularly 
experienced community development practitioners, via a Level 4 APEL pathway and 
seeks to ensure that this practice is maintained. The Community Development team 
are committed to this strategy and will continue to operate an APEL pathway which 
will enable such practitioners to gain direct entry to Yr 2 of the degree.  
 
However, the conditions which limit APEL to Level 4 have been stipulated in order to 
protect the professional practice nature of this programme. In addition to completion 
of Placement modules totalling 900 hours (which occur in Yrs 2, 3 and 4), a number 
of other modules at Levels 5 and 6 include assessment of skills for professional 
practice. It would therefore be inappropriate to offer students exemption via APEL at 
Levels 5 and 6. Applicants with evidence of accreditation of prior certificated learning 
will be dealt with according to the University’s APL policy guidelines. 
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