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VARIATIONS AND DEPARTURES FROM THE UNIVERSITY’S REGULATORY 
FRAMEWORK 
 
REVALIDATION OF SUBJECT UNIT 18A: LAW: JUSTIFICATION FOR 
DEROGATION FROM THE UNIVERSITY REGULATION ON THE EMPLOYMENT 
OF ACCREDITED PRIOR EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING TO ALLOW EXEMPTION 
FROM PART OF THE PROGRAMME 
 
Subject Unit 18A: Law underwent revalidation on 6 December 2011.  The Subject 
Unit includes the following provision: 
 
Undergraduate Honours Subject: Law (Major) (JN) 
Undergraduate Honours Subject: Law (Major) (ME) 
LLB (Single Hons) (JN:ME) 
 
The proposed regulation governing exemption from part of a programme within the 
modular provision (Single honours and Major Law programmes) excludes exemption 
through the accreditation of prior experiential learning (but not certificated learning).  
All the above programmes are professionally accredited as Qualifying Law Degrees 
(QLDs).  The derogation from the exemption clause is based upon the requirements 
of the Professional Legal Bodies for the recognition of a QLD, namely, the Northern 
Ireland Law Society and the Bar Standards Board (BSB) and the Solicitors 
Regulation Authority (SRA) of England and Wales.  (It is noted that APL is accepted 
as a ‘non-traditional’ route of entry to studying a law degree which is a matter for the 
University.)  
 
A QLD is viewed as the academic stage of legal training and is a requirement for 
those students who wish to continue to the vocational stage of legal training either as 
a barrister or a solicitor.  It is the Professional Legal Bodies that determine the 
characteristics of the QLD.  The guidance in respect of the Bar Standards Board and 
the Solicitors Regulation Authority of England and Wales is found in the detailed 
Joint Academic Stage Handbook 2011.  (Appendix D refers to requirements of the 
BSB and Appendix E refers to requirements of the SRA.) 
   
 The justification for derogation from the APL policy relates to: 
 
1 Foundation Legal Knowledge Subjects:   There is an absolute prohibition on 

exemptions from Foundation Legal Knowledge Subjects on the basis of APEL.  
 
2 All other law modules:  the need for certainty of recognition of a student’s 

degree as a qualifying law degree in the context of complex rules related to the 
awarding of exemptions and credit transfers, and the rules on currency of 
knowledge, means that exemptions on the APEL will not be given.  
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Foundation Legal Knowledge Subjects  
 
At the core of a QLD are foundation legal knowledge subjects which must be studied 
by all law students.  For students in Northern Ireland to achieve QLD status with all 
the Professional Bodies (the Law Society of Northern Ireland and the Bar Standards 
Board and the Solicitors Regulation Authority of England and Wales), this involves 
studying a total of 10 modules on the programmes reflecting the requirements of two 
legal jurisdictions.  
 
Bar Standards Board 
 
Paragraph 2.24, Appendix D JASB Handbook (September 2011) states, ‘Unless 
previously approved by the BSB, a law degree will not be accepted as satisfying the 
Academic Stage of Training for the Bar where the graduate has been granted 
exemptions from one or more of the foundation subjects by:…  Accreditation of Prior 
Experiential Learning (APEL)’. 
  
Solicitors Regulation Authority 
 
Paragraph 2.25, Appendix E of the JASB Handbook (September 2011) states, ‘The 
Solicitors Regulation Authority does not recognise or accept APEL for the purpose of 
exemption from any or all of the seven foundations of legal Knowledge’. 
 
Although no explicit reference to APL is found in the context of the Law Society 
Regulations for Training, the same approach has been taken by the Law Society of 
Northern Ireland. 
 
All Other Law Modules  
 
For the majority of modules on the Law programmes (i.e. those containing the 
foundation legal knowledge subjects), exemptions on the basis of APEL is 
specifically prohibited by the professional bodies.  In the interests of consistency it is 
recommended that the other Law modules in the programmes be treated in the same 
way.  This is particularly appropriate given that the majority of those modules are 
final year* optional modules which contribute to the degree classification.  This 
should also be viewed in the context of the professions having specific and complex 
rules on credit transfers, due to an underlying scepticism in respect of knowledge 
acquired in different places and over differing periods of time, which have the 
potential to impact on the QLD status of the degree awarded to an individual 
student  granted those exemptions. 
 
 
Dr J Miller 
Subject Unit Co-ordinator 
Subject Unit 18A: Law 
9 January 2012 
 
 
*Academic Office Note:  University regulations do not permit exemption from final 
year modules – whether by APEL or APCL. 


