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Action is required of the Committee as indicated below. 
 
To consider a request from the Faculty of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences 
regarding final classification. 
 
This request has been approved by the Associate Dean (Education) on behalf of the 
Faculty. 
 
The paper is based on the current process for approval of exceptions to the norm of 
classification based on the final level of study.  Exceptions are permitted where a 
PSRB requires a contribution.  Senate has agreed in principle to move to include level 
5 contribution in Bachelor’s degrees, with the proportion subject to student 
consultation.
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Background  
 
The above provision was revalidated on 9 March 2018.  University current regulations 
state that “the overall Honours classification of successful candidates shall be based 
on the assessment results from all Level 6 modules.  The weighting of each module’s 
contribution to the overall mark shall be determined by the module’s credit value”. 
 
It was noted that the proposed contribution to the final award classification departed 
from the University’s Regulatory Framework and would require consideration by the 
Committee. 
 
Proposed Variation:  Degree classification - departure from the University’s standard 
regulation that Level 6 modules only contribute to the award classification 
 
The following paper outlines the proposed variation in the departure from the 
University’s standard regulation that Level 6 modules only contribute to the award 
classification.  We propose that final classification is based on 30% at level 5 and 70% 
at level 6.  
 
The previously approved and current practice (revalidated in 2012) in Community 
Youth Work was based on the assessment results from all level 5 modules contributing 
25% to overall result and all Level 6 modules which contributed to 75% to the overall 
result. The weighting of each module’s contribution to the overall mark was determined 
by the module credit value. Current practice within Community Development has been 
100% at level 6.  
 
Following Community Youth Work consultations, we propose to increase the 
percentage of contribution of level 5 to 30% and reduce the percentage of level 6 to 
70% of the final Honours classification. Each 30-credit module will contribute to final 
classification. At level 5 the contribution of each module will be 7.5% (3/40) and for 
level 6, 17.5% (7/40). 
 
Introducing (for Community Development) and maintaining (for Community Youth 
Work) final classification weighting from level 5 and level 6 modules has a clear 
rationale: 
 

 Students are incentivised and advantaged with two of their three levels contributing 
to final classification. This has created high levels of student motivation from their 
first year of study.  
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 Community Youth Work students have traditionally done well in level 5 
assessments and show diligence. This classification weighting enables the student 
to benefit from their diligence. In the last two years of community youth work 
classification, around 30% of the students have achieved higher marks at level 5 
than at level 6.  

 

 Community Youth Work and Community Development are professional courses. 
Basing final classification on two levels will include two practice modules which 
demonstrates professional competence. This proposed classification is an 
indication of employability to potential employers.  

 

 Continuing to attribute value to level 5 modules acknowledges the holistic nature 
of the course. With final classification based on the consideration of eight modules 
rather than only four, a more rounded view of the student is presented. 

 

 As there will now be four shared modules on the Community Youth Work and 
Community Development undergraduate degrees, two at Level 5 and one at Level 
6, on the grounds of equity, the changes should be implemented across both 
programmes. 

 

 Finally, as part of the community youth work professional endorsement with the 
North South Training and Standards (NSETS) committee a recommendation was 
made that the 70/30 classification split would be validated. The professional body, 
NSETS, recognise the benefits of this decision for students, their academic 
development and the profession. 
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