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UNIVERSITY OF ULSTER 
 
TEACHING AND LEARNING COMMITTEE 
27 March 2013 
 
VARIATIONS AND DEPARTURES FROM THE UNIVERSITY’S REGULATORY 
FRAMEWORK 
 
The Accredited Money Adviser Programme leading to the award of the 
University of Ulster Advanced Diploma in Money Advice Practice 
(AdvDipMAP) 
 
Case for deviation from University regulations governing the consequences of 
failure in module assessment. 
 
The AdvDipMAP Course Team requests the University’s Teaching and Learning 
Committee to approve a variation from the University regulations on the 
consequences of failure in a module.  
 
Background to programme 
 
The Accredited Money Adviser Programme is a client-commissioned professional 
development programme.  The client, Money Advice and Budgeting Services 
(MABS), was established in the Republic of Ireland in 1992 to provide support to 
those experiencing over-indebtedness or at risk of becoming over-indebted, with an 
emphasis on those on low income.   MABS delivers its service through a network of 
52 companies, all of which are managed by local voluntary management 
committees, and staffed by professionals trained in money advice (230 FTE 
staff).  The Citizens Information Board (CIB) in the Republic of Ireland has statutory 
responsibility for MABS. 
 
The contract to design and deliver the Accredited Money Adviser Programme was 
won by the Business Institute, against very strong competition from universities and 
professional training organisations in the ROI, in an open tendering process.  
 
The programme is the first wholly accredited professional qualification for money 
advisers in Ireland and is a highly prestigious and innovative one which has attracted 
much interest at government level, within the newly established Insolvency Service 
for Ireland (ISI) and in legal circles. Therefore it must reflect the very highest 
standards of professional practice.    
 
MABS has recently secured ISI approval for the AdvDipMAP related stand-alone 
module, the ROI Personal Insolvency Legislation module, to be the qualification that 
must be held by any person wishing to apply for a licence to act an ISI Approved 
Intermediary under the terms of the Irish Personal Insolvency Laws which came into 
effect in January 2013. 
 
It is MABS’ intention, further down the line, to seek approval for the AdvDipMAP to 
be the required qualification for anyone wishing to act as an ISI approved money 
adviser.    
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Context of request 
 
Unlike traditional academic courses, the AdvDipMAP is a competence-based 
programme which, in this case, requires students to demonstrate their professional 
competence in core areas of the money advice process.  
 
Students who cannot demonstrate that they have the required level of knowledge, 
skills and attitudes to be deemed competent in a particular module at the first 
attempt, will be presented to the Board of Examiners meeting as having failed that 
module. 
 
In a traditional academic course the student would normally at this stage be required 
to resubmit coursework and/or retake examinations by a given date.  However this 
requirement is not appropriate in a competency-based programme such as the 
AdvDipMAP.   
 
A student who fails any module at the first attempt on this programme will have, over 
a 12 week period (which includes comprehensive learning support and formative 
assessment) submitted several pieces of coursework which, cumulatively, clearly 
indicate to the marking team that s/he is not currently competent in the module area. 
It would counter-intuitive for such a student, who has clearly demonstrated his/her 
lack of competence in a particular area, to be asked to demonstrate competence for 
a second time without first being asked, and afforded, the opportunity to acquire the 
necessary knowledge and skills.  
 
Precedence for variation from the University regulations in this regard was set, in 
relation to assessment competence-based programmes such as this one, by the 
Advanced Certificate in Credit Union Practice.  This programme, which was validated 
in 2008 and successfully revalidated in 2012, was approved to implement the same 
assessment strategy and process as is currently being proposed for the AdvDipMAP. 
 
This adjustment has proved to be a wholly successful in terms both of reported 
student satisfaction with the arrangement and of the perceived (and actual) 
robustness and integrity of the programme. 
 
Proposed variation from University regulations. 
 
Consequences of failure. 
 
Failure at First Attempt 
 
Failure in one module Continue with the programme and retake the failed module in 

full, with attendance, in the next academic year. 

Failure in two modules 
 
 
 

Retake the modules in full with attendance in the next 
academic year.   
Discontinue with the programme until the first two modules 
have been successfully achieved.  
 

Failure at the Second Attempt 
 
Failure in any one module Withdraw from the programme. 

Any module(s) that the student has successfully achieved at 
this point will remain on his/her student record and will be 
taken into consideration on successful re-application to the 
programme. 
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