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The Committee is asked to consider the proposal to revise the submission criteria for 
Masters Dissertations. 
 
1. Introduction 

The requirement for two hard copies of Master’s dissertations, including online courses 
was last discussed at University Teaching and Learning Committee on 15th October 2008 
(min 08.191).  

At that time it was agreed: 

i) that two hard copies of the Master’s dissertation continue to be required for 
examination purposes only; 

ii) that it be recommended to Senate: 

a) that, from January 2009, the requirement for public access to all Master’s 
dissertations in hard copy be rescinded;  

b) that only those Master’s dissertations with a mark of 70%+ (Distinction level) be 
made publicly available through the University Library and that only an electronic 
copy of such dissertations should be held in the University Library; the timeframe 
for public availability would be contingent upon the outcome of the Institutional 
Repository Project; 

c) that regulations 12 and 13 for Master’s degrees be revised to restrict lodgement in 
the Library as above and to revise conditions of Access statement so that it only 
applied to such published dissertations; 

2.  Proposal 

The Faculty of Life & Health Sciences offers a range of Masters programmes both as on-
campus and fully on-line programmes in part-time and full-time modes of study. We play a 
significant role in the University in delivering high quality provision at postgraduate level. 
Students taking Masters level STEM programmes in the Faculty are required to complete 
and submit two hard copies of their dissertations regardless of whether the programme is 
delivered online and all other elements of coursework are submitted electronically.  

The School of Biomedical Sciences in particular, has a proven track record in distance 
learning and assessment of students especially on its MSc Biomedical Sciences 
programme. Given that the majority of coursework on their programmes is now submitted 
electronically, the School proposes that the current regulation requiring two hard copies of 
MSc theses along with an electronic copy be relaxed, and this is supported by all Schools 
in the Faculty.  



The Faculty is asking University Learning & Teaching Committee to consider the current 
University regulations and allow for greater flexibility in the submission of MSc 
dissertations so that distance learning programmes could have the option of electronic 
submission only while other on-campus programmes could continue with the requirement 
of hard copy submission along with the electronic version, if appropriate.   

3. Rationale 

This request has been precipitated following discussion at School level and at Faculty 
Learning & Teaching Committee. 

We believe that this request is in keeping with the goal of the University’s Learning and 
Teaching Strategy “To lead innovation in learning through flexible, inclusive and accessible 
provision”.  

We substantiate our case with the following arguments: 

1. The ethos of our distance learning programmes is one of engagement with the virtual 
learning environment and all learning activities and submission of coursework happens 
there.  This should be no different for the submission of the MSc thesis. 

2. The Master’s project is often written up as a scientific paper so that students have 
opportunity to develop this important research skill. In the world of scientific publishing 
all aspects of the process, except in rare exceptions, are handled electronically without 
the need for a hard copy submission for review purposes. 

3. More academics are now comfortable with marking and giving feedback electronically 
and this is particularly true of staff who deliver distance learning programmes. Indeed, 
following on from point 2, staff who review for scientific journals do so in the main by 
interfacing with an electronic system. 

4. Only electronic copies of dissertations are held by the University Library. 
5. Our proposal is in keeping with the University’s IT Strategy, 2010-2015 

(https://secure.ulster.ac.uk/isd/policies/Policies/Approved/IT-Strategy-v1_1-Final-No-
Costs.pdf) and in particular section 4.2.4 (Lean).  “Promoting a cultural change from 
using printed documents to accessing and using digital content. This will include the 
introduction of Multi-Functional Devices, “follow me printing and scanning” and the use 
of portable technology and realization of paperless meetings.”  As this cultural change 
is envisaged by the University then this should extend to our learning and teaching 
practices also, and inculcated within the student body. 

6. Our proposal is also in keeping with the University’s Carbon Management Plan 
2010/11 to 2020/21: 
(http://www.ulster.ac.uk/secretary/policyimplementation/policies/carbon_management_
plan.pdf ) in particular section 4.3.1 “The University will seek to reduce the amount of 
A4 paper being used by introducing a series of initiatives including…. Staff and student 
awareness to encourage the use of electronic media.” 

 
We ask that the University consider this request to provide greater flexibility in the 
regulations for submission of MSc theses where the minimum requirement would be 
electronic submission only. 
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