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PROPOSAL FOR REGULATIONS FOR FAST-TRACK PART-TIME FOUNDATION 
DEGREES 
 
The first fast-track part-time Foundation Degree was introduced in 2011-12 and there 
are now 7 across 3 Faculties. These are 2 calendar year, 6 semester courses. The 
University regulation templates do not currently consider the third semester in terms 
of resits and progression. This paper outlines proposals to address these issues in 
an effort to gain clarity and consistency in their administration. The Collaborative 
Partnerships Forum considered a proposal for FD fast-track PT regulations at its 
January 2013 meeting and made recommendations to Teaching and Learning 
Committee in March (min 13.19 refers). 
 
As the Committee rejected the proposal to allow 40 credits of failure to be carried, 
the regulations have been revisited.  The proposed regulations are now closely 
aligned to standard regulations, with a maximum of 20 credits permitted to be 
carried.  The only differences are the introduction of automatic progression from 
each semester in a year (approved in March) and consequently the absence of a 
supplementary examination opportunity for resits in the summer. 
 
It is proposed to adapt the following sections of the FD regulation template (changes 
are highlighted in bold) to create a new template specifically for this course 
structure: 
 
Section 13.1: 
Subject to 14 hereof, candidates are required to pass all modules in each year of 
study in order to proceed to the next.  Progress from semester 1 to semester 2 and 
from semester 2 to semester 3 is automatic. 
 
Section 14.2: 
In each year, other than the final year, the consequences of failure shall normally be 
as follows: 
 

Failure at the First Attempt 
Failure in modules with an 
overall value of up to and 
including 20 credit points. 

 
Provided that the module(s) are 
not prerequisite(s) which must 
be passed, repeat specified 
examinations and/or coursework 
in the failed module(s) at the 
same examination period in the 
following academic year. 
 
Progress to next year of study 
permitted. 
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Failure in modules with an 
overall value of more than 20 
and up to and including 80 credit 
points. 

Repeat specified examinations 
and/or coursework in the failed 
module(s) at the same 
examination period in the 
following academic year with or 
without attendance. 
 
Progress to next year of study 
not permitted. 
 

Failure in modules with an 
overall value of more than 80 
credit points. 
 
 

Withdraw from the programme. 

Failure at the Second Attempt 
Failure in modules with an 
overall value up to and including 
20 credit points 
 
 
 
 
 
Failure in modules with an 
overall value up to and including 
40 credit points (except as 
above) 
 

 
Provided that the module(s) are 
not prerequisite(s) which must 
be passed, repeat once only 
specified examination(s) and/or 
coursework in the failed module(s) 
at the same examination period 
in the following academic year. 
 
Repeat once only specified 
examination(s) and/or coursework 
in the failed module(s) at the 
same examination period in the 
following academic year. 
 
Progress to the next year of study 
not permitted. 
 

Failure in modules with an 
overall value of more than 40 
credit points. 

Withdraw from the programme.   

  
Section 14.3  Failure in the Final Year  
In the final year the consequences of failure shall normally be as follows: 
 

Failure in modules with an overall 
value up to and including 40 credit 
points (not including repeated year 
1 modules). 
 

Repeat once only specified 
examination(s) and / or coursework 
in the failed module(s) at the same 
examination period in the 
following academic year. 
 

Failure in modules with an overall 
value of more than 40 credit points 
(not including repeated year 1 
modules). 

Withdraw from the programme.   
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Summary  
 
Automatic progression from semester 1 to 2 and from 2 to 3 has been approved. 

 
1. Failure at the first attempt: as is the norm, students can carry 20 credits into 

the next year (their final year in this structure) of study provided they are not 
prerequisites.  These credits are to be taken at their normal scheduled 
examination period. 
 

2. Students who fail over 20 and up to and including 80 credits at the first 
attempt must repeat the year in part with or without attendance.  There is no 
opportunity to take resits within the first academic year. Failure in any 
prerequisite module also halts progression to the next year of study. 
 

3. Failure at the second attempt: students who fail at the second attempt in the 
carried credits from year 1 (up to 20) will be allowed a 3rd and final attempt at 
the same examination period(s) in the next academic year.  
 
Students repeating first year and undertaking over 20 and up to 80 credits, 
are allowed to retake 40 credits for a third and final attempt in the next 
academic year. There is no change here, except that it requires yet another 
additional year, prior to undertaking final year. 
 

4. Failure in final year: 
Failed final year module(s) is/are repeated in the same examination period of 
the next academic year.  There is no change in the credits allowed, but the 
modules are retaken in the next academic year and it is specified that 
repeated year 1 modules are not included in the count. 
 

5. As a Board of Examiners will not be held at the end of the second semester, it 
will not be possible to require a student who has accumulated between 20 
and 60 credits of failure in the first two semesters to transfer to the normal 
part-time mode and to avail of a semester 3 resit opportunity, where the 
course is also offered in that form. However, poorly performing students will 
be counselled and advised on transfer (where the opportunity exists) in a 
timely manner.  
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