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UNIVERSITY OF ULSTER 
 
ACADEMIC STANDARDS AND QUALITY ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE 
5 December 2019 
 
 
ANNUAL REPORT 2018-19 
 
CAMPUS CO-ORDINATING GROUP (Coleraine) 
 
Enrolment 
 
At the census date of 22/11/19, 458 students had enrolled on combined modular 
courses at the start of the academic year 2019-20.  While, the number of combining 
courses has fallen over recent years (due to the relocation or closure of courses such 
as Business, computing and languages) combination programmes continue to be 
highly marketable at Coleraine.  This year’s total enrolment on combined course 
exceeds last year’s enrolment by 123 students.  The largest combinations at Coleraine 
are English with History (20), English with Education (34); History with Education (33) 
Journalism with English (35) and Geography with Education (28).  Various 
combinations with Business were also in the teach out phase and had been large 
combination contributors.  Future years will see a loss of journalism combinations at 
the Coleraine campus but an increase in this option in other campuses.  
 
Combination Changes 
 
The past academic year saw the teach out of business, computing, languages and 
international development at Coleraine.  These courses considerably contributed to 
the identity of the campus.  Future discussions will centre around the reforming of the 
campus identity and in particular addressing trends towards re-establishing a gender 
balance on campus.  
 
Exit Awards 
 
All combining courses have exit awards in place. However, those students exiting with 
a lower award of an AB or a Cert HE continues to be a small number.  In the past 
academic year only three AB awards were awarded.  Only six students were awarded  
a Cert HE award.   
 
External Examiner Report 
 
The June 2019 Campus Progress and Award Board was attended by the Chief 
External Examiner for the Coleraine Campus, Professor Jeremy Smith, University of 
Glasgow who, commented very favourably on proceedings stating: 

 
‘As in previous years, the Board was conducted effectively and efficiently. 
I was impressed with the evident careful preparation that had been 
undertaken beforehand to ensure that matters ran smoothly. Colleagues 
approached the whole event with rigour, but also humanity; I was pleased 
to note the compassion with which special cases were treated.’  
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The external examiner did reflect one area for development however, and that is in 
future years the campus coordinating team request that the Awards Board is serviced 
by a member of the examinations team.  This was not the case this year and the 
expertise was much missed.  
 

‘I have one comment: in my view – given the necessary complexity of this 
highly flexible programme – it is very important that an experienced 
administrator from your examinations office is present to assist in dealing 
with regulations/requirements etc.  I hope this assistance may be 
prioritised going forward.’ 

 
Nominations are currently being sought for a new Chief external examiner for 
Coleraine.   
 
Plans for 2019-20 
 
Key objectives for 2019-20 will be discussed and agreed at the next meeting of the 
Coleraine Campus Coordinating Committee in January.  On the Coleraine campus the 
largest number of combining courses are drawn from the faculty of AHSS and Life and 
Health sciences.  The Campus Co-ordinating Group (Coleraine) will continue to 
oversee the enrolment process, induction, timetabling issues, retention and pastoral 
support of these combining students.  Intercourse liaison is further intended to 
minimise disruption and maintain high standards of provision for those students 
undertaking courses where elements have been discontinued or moved. 
 
It is anticipated that new developments in provision will be explored to replace the 
relocated courses from the Coleraine campus. Current proposals include an 
undergraduate in TESOL, intercultural communication and multiculturalism and new 
combinations with Education.   
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ANNUAL REPORT 2018-19 
 
CAMPUS CO-ORDINATING GROUP (Magee) 
 
Please Note this report has been compiled in the absence of the director for 
combined studies in Magee due to Strike action.   
 
Enrolment 
 
At the census date of 02/12/19, 153 students had enrolled on combined modular 
courses at the start of 2018-19.  This continues the decreasing trend from 267 
enrolments in 2017-18.  
 
Twenty- six combined programmes, overseen by the Magee Campus Coordinating 
Group, had registered students in 2017-18, this is a reduction of seven courses due 
to rationalisation from the previous academic year.  The largest combining subject is 
Business with Computing which currently has 34 students enrolled.  Other popular 
combinations are those with Law, marketing and accounting.   
 
External Examiner Report 
 
The June 2019 Campus Progress & Award Board was attended by the Chief External 
Examiner for the Magee Campus, Dr Sean De Burca, University College Dublin who, 
again, wrote a highly favourable report, commenting very positively on the procedures 
and conduct of the Board. 
 

‘The marking standards were conducted rigorously and impartially. The 
overall performance for student progress, failure, and final classification 
was consistently and correctly applied.’ 

 
Plans for 2019-20 
 
As student numbers have been in a steady decline, new proposals to expand 
combinations in Magee are being investigated.  It is hoped to offer education as a 
minor at the Magee campus.  This will re-establish combination options which were 
lost from the Coleraine campus such as Business, Computing and Irish.  New Markets 
for combining with Education will be explored such as Music, Drama and Sport, 
physical activity and Health.   
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ANNUAL REPORT 2018-19 
 
CAMPUS CO-ORDINATING GROUP (Jordanstown) 
 
Please Note this report has been compiled in the absence of the director for combined 
studies in Jordanstown due to sick leave.   
 
Introduction 
 
The combined programmes in Jordanstown continue to run smoothly. 
 
Enrolments 
 
Enrolments are based on the official Programme Results Sheet – Programme Year 
Breakdown that drives the Combined Progress and Award Board (CPAB).  
 
Jordanstown: In 2018/19 the total number of students enrolled at Jordanstown for 
combined programmes was 318 full time with a further 33 part time students (145 new 
intake students compared with 161 in 17/18 and 248 in 2016/17) across 13 subject 
combinations.  Sociology with Criminology continues to be the most popular 
combination (92FT and 6 PT), followed by “Business Economics with” combinations 
(58 FT) and Law with Criminology (48FT and 10PT). 
 
Subject Combinations 
 
2018/2019 saw the run out of the Sociology with Psychology and Sociology with 
Human Resource Management courses which were a legacy following the Sociology 
consolidation at JN in 2015. 
 
The drop in total enrolments (318 in 18/19, compared to 424 in 17/18) has been 
impacted by the loss of new intake into the Business School combination courses. 
 
Chief External Examiner’s Report 
 
Jordanstown: Professor Stephen Sinclair from Glasgow Caledonian University, 
appointed for the four-year period from 2016/17 was in attendance at the Progress 
and Award Board and particularly commended the staff on being well versed in 
students’ circumstances to inform discussions at the Board.  
 
Activities 
 
Jordanstown: The Campus Coordinating Group at Jordanstown via the AHSS Faculty 
Education committee will continue to monitor application rates to different 
combinations and to review the pattern of transfers from part-time to full-time study to 
inform University admissions practice and asking grades.  Concern has been noted 
through this committee of the decreased promotion of the combination course portfolio 
and this concern is being brought to the attention of the University Market Engagement 
Team.  
 


