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Background 
 
A joint University Revalidation and College of Podiatry Re-accreditation Panel met in 
February 2014 to consider the BSc Hons Podiatry programme and agreed to 
recommend that, subject to the Panel’s conditions and recommendations being 
addressed, the programme be approved for a further period of five years (intakes 
2014 – 2018).  The Faculty was asked to provide a case to the Learning and 
Teaching Committee for the proposed different title for the CertHE and AB exit 
awards.  
  
Faculty Case 
 
It is acknowledged that the University Teaching and Learning Committee agreed that 
titles for exit awards should mirror the primary degree. However, the Faculty 
requests approval of the University Learning and Teaching Committee for the exit 
awards for students on the BSc Hons Podiatry programme to be entitled:  
 

• Certificate of Higher Education in Applied Health Studies and Associate 
Bachelor’s degree in Applied Health Studies  

 
The reasons for this are:  
 
i) To bring the exit awards for the BSc Hons Podiatry programme into line with 

the other Allied Health Professional programmes in the School of Health 
Sciences: 

 
BSc Hons Occupational Therapy 
BSc Hons Physiotherapy 
BSc Hons Diagnostic Radiography & Imaging  
BSc Hons Radiotherapy & Oncology  
BSc Hons Speech Language Therapy 

 
Similar to the above programmes, Podiatry has a ‘protected title status’ for 
professionally accredited programmes. Consequently neither the Health 
Professions Council nor the College of Podiatry would permit the use of the title 
‘Podiatry’ in the titles of exit awards since these awards would not be 
professionally accredited. A title linked to or mirroring the primary degree could 
potentially create opportunities for individuals to misrepresent their qualification, 
skill base and level of expertise to members of the public.  

 



ii) The generic ‘Applied Health Studies’ title would be of greater benefit to students 
exiting early from the BSc Hons programme since it would widen their 
employment opportunities through making them more employable within a 
generic healthcare context. The School is of the opinion that specifying the 
discipline studied (even if it were allowed) would restrict the students’ 
employment options. The learning outcomes for the exit awards have been 
agreed across the professional groups to reflect the generic elements of the 
knowledge and skills acquired by students studying these programmes.  
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