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VARIATIONS AND DEPARTURES WITHIN UNIVERSITY REGULATORY 
FRAMEWORK  
 
SUBJECT UNIT 3D1: FOOD, NUTRITION AND DIETETICS 

1  BACKGROUND 
 

The revalidation of Subject Unit 3D1: Food, Nutrition and Dietetics took place on 
2nd October 2013.  The Subject Unit comprises a mix of undergraduate and 
postgraduate courses and a number of departures were proposed in respect of the 
BSc Hons Dietetics and the MSc Dietetics programmes which were supported by 
the Revalidation Panel. The course team also request reapproval of the title CertHE 
Science for Nutrition exit awards for BSc Hons Human Nutrition and BSc Hons Food 
and Nutrition programmes  

 
2 PROGRAMME STRUCTURES 

 
The two Dietetic programmes require additional study above the minimum for the 
awards to meet the requirements for professional accreditation.  The structures are as 
follows: 

 
BSc Hons Dietetics 

 
Year 1 
Year 2 
Year 3 
Year 4 

120 credit points 
120 credit points 
120 credit points 
120 credit points 

(Level 4) 
(110 credits at Level 5 + 10 credits at Level 6) 
(Level 6) 
(Level 6, comprising two 50 credit point Clinical 
Practice placement modules + 2 at 10 point 
synoptic modules) 

 
Total 480 credit points 

 
MSc Dietetics  
Year 1 
Year  1 (S3)  
Year  2 (S1 + S2) 

 
 
 

 

Total 

135 credit points (120 credits at Level 7 + 15 credits  Level 6) 
  60 credit points (Level 7 comprising the Master's project) 
120 credit points (Comprising two 50 credit point Clinical 

Practice placement modules at level 6+ 2 at 10 
point synoptic modules at Level 7) 

 
 
315 credit points  
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3 DEPARTURES FOR CONSIDERATION 

 
i) Modules Contributing to the Classification 

 
With the exception of the MSc Dietetics, in programmes of more than 200 
credit points, the assessment results from the final 120 credit points shall 
determine the overall grading. In the MSc Dietetics, the overall grading shall 
be determined by all level 7 modules. (Regulation 22 for Master’s Degrees.) 

 
The departure is necessary to accommodate the compulsory clinical practice 
placement requirements as stipulated by the Professional (British Dietetic 
Association) and Regulatory (Health and Care Professions Council) bodies. 

 
The course includes three Level 6 modules which are assessed on a 
pass/fail basis: the Dietetics Professional ' Practice module (15 credit points) 
and the two 50 credit point Dietetics Clinical Practice Placement modules.  
As pass/fail modules cannot count towards a summary mark and 
classification, this leaves for classification 200 credit points in the Master's.  

 
ii) Progression in Clinical Practice Placements BSc and MSc Dietetics 

 
For the Dietetics programmes dietetic students may only progress to Dietetic 
Clinical Practice Placement 1 on successfully completion of the taught 
elements of the course. Students must complete and pass Dietetic Clinical 
Practice Placement 1 before proceeding to Dietetic Clinical Practice 
Placement 2.   Dietetic Clinical Practice Placements 1 & 2 are both pass/fail 
and do not contribute to the final award. This is a professional body 
requirement and sufficient competency in Placement 1 is considered critical 
for progression to Placement 2. 
 
Acceptance of this case would not require an amendment to regulations as 
they do not deal with progression within the year. 

 
iii) Consequences of Failure in Clinical Practice Placement 

 
University regulations generally only permit repeat opportunities in modules 
with an overall value up to and including 40 credit points.  A greater number 
of fails would result in discontinuation.  Given the size of the two final year 
modules, no resits would therefore be available.  

 
In the case of failure in modules with an overall value of more than 40 
credit points, the consequence is withdrawal from the programme. The 
consequences in earlier years are more generous, providing generally for 
two attempts. 

 
For postgraduate programmes, the same consequences apply in each 
year of study. 

 
It is proposed that for the Honours degree, the consequences of failure in 
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final year be applied to Year 3 study, to recognise that this is the final 
taught year of the programme and that the subsequent year relates to clinical 
practice placement. 

 
It is also proposed in respect of the Clinical Practice Placement year, that 
students be permitted to repeat once only up to 50% of placement (i.e. 50 
credit points) rather than the maximum 40 credit points.  While the 
professional body requires that students should be able to repeat failed 
placement subject to the restriction of up to 50% and once only, the related 
credit point weightings are not specified. 

 
It is therefore proposed that the current departure in Regulation 23 for 
Honours Degrees is re-approved:  
 
“The consequences of failure in year 3 of the BSc Hons Dietetics shall be as 
in 24 below.”  
 
And the following would remain in clause 24: 
 
“In year 4 of the BSc Hons Dietetics, students who fail in clinical practice 
placements shall be permitted to repeat once only no more than 50% only of 
the clinical practice placements in total.”  * 
 

iv)  Title of CertHE Science for Nutrition exit awards  
 

As presented and approved by the Teaching and Learning Committee  in line 
with the VARIATIONS AND DEPARTURES FROM THE UNIVERSITY’S 
REGULATORY FRAMEWORK the course team request reapproval of the title 
CertHE Science for Nutrition exit awards for BSc Hons Human Nutrition and 
BSc Hons Food and Nutrition programmes (December 2012, min 12.147 
refers). 

 

*Academic Office note: the following is the current wording in regulation 24 relating 
specifically to the BSc Hons Dietetics: “In Year 4 of the BSc Hons Dietetics, 
candidates shall be permitted to repeat in modules up to a value of 70 credit points 
only.” 

Faculty is asked to confirm the wording which it wishes to propose for re-approval. 
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