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Return to Practice Nursing Programme 
Introduction

The Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC, 2008) have set Post Registration Education and Practice  (Prep) standards which all nurses must meet in order to maintain their registration. Those nurses whose registration has lapsed have to successfully complete an approved Return to Practice Nursing programme to allow them to renew their registration. 

The NMC have listed their requirements for a return to practice nursing programme in section 6 of the Prep Handbook (NMC, 2008). According to this an approved Return to Practice Nursing programme will be not less than five days in length. The length and nature of the programme will be determined by the education provider and the particular individual. This will take into account their registration history, previous levels of knowledge and experience, and consideration of any relevant experience undertaken while they have been out of professional practice.

This programme is designed to update and develop professional competence and work in partnership with clients, patients and other members of the health and social care team to enable individuals to be eligible for readmission to the NMC when registration has lapsed after a break in practice of three years or more.

It has been designed to fully update the competencies and skills needed in key areas of professional nursing practice which are:

· Adult Nursing

· Children’s Nursing

· Learning Disabilities Nursing

· Mental Health Nursing

Students must undertake two modules concurrently, that is, one theory and one practice based at either level 5 (Diploma) or level 6 (Degree).  It is only on successful completion of two modules at either level 5 or 6 (please note both modules must be taken at the same level) that they will have met the requirements for a ‘Return to Practice Nursing programme’ and be eligible to register with the NMC.

The two modules at level 5 are credit bearing only and designed for students who have previously studied to certificate level 4 only. The level 6 modules are aimed at students who have previously studied at level 5 or above. They will have the option to undertake a further level 6 modules from within the BSc (Hons) Health and Well-Being programme, and on successful completion of all three modules exit with an Advanced Certificate in Health Wellbeing, or progress to complete the full degree.  
The theoretical module will be assessed via a 2000 word essay submitted in week 12. The pass mark is 40%.

The practice learning module will be summatively assessed by completion of a portfolio which also includes two mandatory pieces of reflection. 
The programme is one semester in length which includes 1 induction/registration day and 8 study days. In addition, students are required to undertake a minimum of 150 clinical practice hours during the semester over a period of 10 weeks.

Return to Practice Nursing Programme 
This short programme consists of two modules at undergraduate level 5
· Current Perspectives for Return to Practice
· Return to Practice in Health Care
RETURN TO PRACTICE NURSING PROGRAMME (UNDERGRADUATE)

LEVEL 5
	Module Details
	Module Summary
	Module 

Coordinator

	Code:  NUR 344
Current Perspectives for Return to Practice
Mode of Delivery:

Semester 1/2: Blended Learning
Campus: Jordanstown / Magee;
	This level 5 module provides an opportunity for students to develop and enhance the theoretical knowledge base underpinning current nursing practice. 

Students will consolidate their knowledge of the core issues as identified in the NMC learning outcomes.

Assessment is 100% programme work.


	Mr. Robert Gallagher
Email: re.gallagher@ulster.ac.uk


	Code:  NUR 345
Return to Practice in Health Care

Mode of Delivery:

Semester 1/2: Blended Learning

Campus: Jordanstown  Magee;
	This practice learning module affords opportunities for the student to effectively demonstrate their ability to assess, plan, deliver and evaluate patient care within the clinical setting. 

Students will integrate their knowledge and demonstrate clinical competence in the practice situation.

Assessment is 100% programme work. 

All learning outcomes will be assessed by means of a portfolio using both formative and summative methods.
 
	Mr. Robert Gallagher

Email: re.gallagher@ulster.ac.uk



Return to Practice Nursing Programme 

This short programme consists of two modules at undergraduate level 6
· Contemporary Knowledge for Return to Practice

· Return to Practice Nursing
RETURN TO PRACTICE NURSING PROGRAMME (UNDERGRADUATE)

LEVEL 6

	Module Details
	Module Summary
	Module 

Coordinator

	Code:  NUS 518
Contemporary Knowledge for Return to Practice

Mode of Delivery:

Semester 1/2: Blended Learning

Campus: Jordanstown / Magee;
	This level 6 module provides an opportunity for students to develop and enhance the theoretical knowledge base underpinning current nursing practice. 

Students will consolidate their knowledge of the core issues as identified in the NMC learning outcomes.

Assessment is 100% programme work.


	Mr. Robert Gallagher

Email: re.gallagher@ulster.ac.uk


	Code:  NUS 519
Return to Practice Nursing
Mode of Delivery:

Semester 1/2: Blended Learning

Campus: Jordanstown  Magee;
	This practice learning module affords opportunities for the student to effectively demonstrate their ability to assess, plan, deliver and evaluate patient care within the clinical setting. 
Students will integrate their knowledge and demonstrate clinical competence in the practice situation.

Assessment is 100% programme work. 
All learning outcomes will be assessed by means of a portfolio using both formative and summative methods.

	Mr. Robert Gallagher

Email: re.gallagher@ulster.ac.uk



Offer of a place on the programme is dependent on the following criteria being met in full: 

1. Lapsed registration after a break of three years or more

2. Verification of initial NMC registration 

3. Attendance at an interview 

4. Relevant standards for  Good Health and Character (including Access NI Enhanced Disclosure (CRB))

5. Occupational Health clearance

6. Applicants for whom English is not their first language must have evidence of English at level 7 IELTS or above or equivalent

7. Grade C in GCSE Maths and English or equivalent 

For further information on the programme, Return to Practice Nursing, contact:

Mr. Robert Gallagher

Tel No. 028 70124220

Email: re.gallagher@ulster.ac.uk
To obtain an application form for Return to Practice Nursing, please contact:

Faculty of Life and Health Sciences

Room MC019

University of Ulster

Magee Campus

Northland Road

Londonderry

BT48 7JL

Tel: 028 71675032

Email: flhsmg@ulster.ac.uk
APPLICATION FORM MUST BE RETURNED BY: 31st MARCH 2012
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