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Summary

This simulation, which might be applied to a range of subjects where students might be required to research individually or in groups and feedback the results of their research to their peers.  Over 2-3 weeks classes are devoted to news-gathering, editing and broadcasting, all carried out by the students.  They source current news items from a range of web sources (e.g. Reuters, AFP, BBC, France24) and newspapers; then they each put together a condensed version of their story in their own French; these are uploaded to a free online wiki.  Some students may generate online surveys and record interviews with their peers and/or others.  An editorial team from the class looks at the articles on the wiki and draws up a running order for a newscast.  Individuals are then filmed reading their news items; graphics can be filmed and edited in, and survey results given with edited audio clips. These are then captured in Windows Movie Maker edited into a short “news broadcast” and saved/rendered for broadcast burning onto DVDs for the students portfolios and possible upload to a class web area.  All stories can also be reworked with images into a short class “newspaper”.
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Purpose
To give students experience, as part of a module on French Press & Media, of journalistic practices, newsgathering, sources, deadlines, collaborative endeavour, editing, concision, 
Format
2-3 weeks of seminars plus independent study time. Individual and group work with tutor in facilitator mode. Outcomes may be assessed as part of coursework, and included in individual portfolios.
Context 

Language learning: a Year 2 French module (FRE314), post-A level language students.  Multimedia laboratory. 
Resources

· Multimedia laboratory (D047A + B); 
· Free online wiki (we used Wikka: http://wikkawiki.org/HomePage ); 
· free online survey generator (we used Free Online Survey: www.freeonlinesurvey.com )  ; digital video camera;

· Windows Movie Maker; 

· blank DVD, 

· digital dictaphone for surveys; 
· news websites (e.g. Reuters; AFP; BBC; France 24 etc.  Also foreign language newspapers); 
· printer.
