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UNIVERSITY OF ULSTER QUALIFICATIONS AND CREDIT FRAMEWORK

The QAA published in January 2001 the Higher Education Qualifications Framework (HEQF) for England, Wales, and Northern Ireland, to which all HEIs are expected to conform from the 2003 intake.  In addition the various UK credit consortia have worked together to produce supporting Guidelines in terms of credit for qualifications (November 2001).  The HEQF is part of an overarching quality and standards framework developed by QAA which also includes subject benchmarks, the Code of Practice for the assurance of academic quality and standards in higher education, and programme specifications.

During 2000/01, the Teaching and Learning Committee has considered the Framework and draft Guidelines and consulted Faculties and the Research Degrees Committee on their implications.  At its meetings in October and November 2001 it made recommendations to Senate about the changes required to the University’s own qualifications and credit framework.  These are detailed in the attached paper (which may also be accessed at the Academic Office website:  www.ulst.ac.uk/academicoffice/download.  A general e-mail to all academic and related staff is also being sent.)  Senate has agreed that these changes should be made for the 2002 intake, with exceptions allowed for postgraduate conversion courses (2003 intake).

During this academic year each Faculty is asked to review its course provision and the provision for which it is responsible in partner colleges, and provide a summary report to the Teaching and Learning Committee’s meeting on 8 May 2002.  [Summary reports to Academic Office by 30 April 2002.]  The introduction of detailed changes will be achieved as follows:

Automatic re-designation of module levels (see section 2) by Module Office:  Summer 2002.

Minor Changes:
CA3 to introduce minor changes, which do not affect overall aims and objectives, including new award titles (see section 5) and designation of some undergraduate modules as Level A and some postgraduate modules as Level 3 (see sections 4 and 5).  To be submitted by 30 May 2002.

It is not necessary to submit revised regulations in respect of the use of the new level names (see section 2) by CA3.  

New Courses:
CA1/2 for introduction of new courses (from 2003 intake) as a consequence of substantial changes.  These forms should be submitted by 8 June 2002 for the meeting of Course Approval Sub-Committee on 18 June.  (Exceptionally current courses may be extended by a further year).

Withdrawal and


non-replacement 

of courses:
Submission of CA5 (new form) to notify withdrawal.

As far as possible, courses being validated this year for 2002 entry should reflect the new framework.  New University regulations and templates are being drafted.  The templates will be available on the Academic Office’s website from February 2002 and should be used to update course handbooks.  Attention should also be paid to publicity material.
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